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INTRODUCTION 


To foreign readers we present an analy¬ 
sis of the course of events during the Czechoslovak 
revolution in the period 1944—1948, written by one 
of the best known Czechoslovak historians. 

Historical events connected with the road to 
socialism would in themselves deserve to be pub¬ 
licized, but we think it useful to mention other 
reasons which have led us to publish this work in 
a foreign language. Firstly, it is the fact that the 
western public has been presented with tens of 
books which grossly distort and even falsify 
Czechoslovakia's road to the socialism of today. 
Here the authors are trying to persuade their 
readers that there was some kind of "Communist 
putsch" or "Prague Uprising” which came about 
by chance or was brought about by intervention 
from the outside. Obviously their aim is to cover 
up the falsity of their preceding arguments. 

In the words of the Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslova¬ 
kia (CPCz), Vasil Bifak, “The victory of the work¬ 
ing people in February 1948 completely negated 
the oft repeated assertion of western propaganda 
that socialism, and especially Lenin’s principles of 
the socialist revolution, are suitable at the most for 
countries without democratic traditions, with back¬ 
ward economies, countries which are mainly agri¬ 
cultural and whose people are not very advanced 
culturally, etc." 

Bourgeois ideologists try to conceal the fact that 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia enriched 
the strategy and tactics of the international Com¬ 
munist movement by the bloodless transition of the 
national and democratic revolution into a socialist 
revolution which, for the first time in history, 
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achieved victory in an industrially advanced country 
with bourgeois democratic traditions. It was victori¬ 
ous without the clashing of arms and while respect¬ 
ing constitutional practices since the majority of 
the people supported it. But it was also victorious 
because it could lean on the Soviet Union and 
sense the strength of international proletarian soli¬ 
darity. 

Opposing ideologists also withhold the fact that 
socialism was the aim of the Czechoslovak working 
class as far back as 1918 when, at the birth of the 
independent state, it demanded social justice in 
the new Republic, The creation of independent 
Czechoslovakia in the heart of Europe in compari¬ 
son with the reactionary Austro-Hungarian Mon¬ 
archy signified important historical progress; but 
the people who had gained independence under 
the influence of the October Revolution did not 
become the masters of their own fate. The bour¬ 
geoisie held the power and the bourgeois charac¬ 
ter of the state gave rise to social and national¬ 
ity differences. There was a chronic insufficiency 
of work opportunities and at the time of the world 
economic crisis there were almost a million unem¬ 
ployed, workers were fired upon, masses of people 
lived in conditions of poverty which caused a wave 
of mass social emigration ... 

The bourgeois Republic was unable to solve even 
the most basic questions of the existence of 
Czechoslovakia as a state, such as for instance 
the question of equality between Czechs and Slo¬ 
vaks. The growing unrest was misused in Slovakia 
by the clerico-fascist Slovak People’s Party which 
demanded the creation of a Slovak state under the 
protection of Hitler's Germany. In addition the 
Sudeten German Party in the Czech borderlands 
where Germans and the German speaking popu¬ 
lation lived called for the joining of those parts of 
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Bohemia with the German Reich. The betrayal by 
the so-called western democratic powers on which 
bourgeois Czechoslovakia relied in international 
policy completed the breaking up of the Republic. 
The signing of the Munich Agreement plunged 
Czechs and Slovaks into bondage and deep social 
oppression. If the bourgeoisie had not given pref¬ 
erence to its purse over its homeland and had not 
sold out to Hitler, there would have been no be¬ 
trayal and loss of independence. 

Real patriotism which led the people in the fight 
against the fascist occupants, however, roused in 
the people the longing for a really free homeland 
— liberated from all exploiters both foreign and 
domestic. The experiences of the working people 
ever since the beginning of the bourgeois Republic 
resulted in the conviction that the bourgeoisie as 
the leading force of society had failed, and there¬ 
fore it was imperative for a new class to take up 
the leadership of the state and ensure national 
and social interests of the broadest masses of the 
people. This could only be the proletariat led by 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia which dur¬ 
ing its entire existence had fought for class, polit¬ 
ical and social rights of the working people and 
in conjunction with the Soviet Union was able to 
guarantee the sovereignty, independence and suc¬ 
cessful development of the Czechoslovak Republic. 

No one prescribed the road to socialism to 
Czechoslovakia. It was a natural result of the 
creative application of Marxism-Leninism under 
specific Czechoslovak conditions. At the same time 
it confirms the general application of this revol¬ 
utionary theory and the natural transition from capi¬ 
talism to socialism formulated by it. 

The work of Viliam Plevza shows the policy of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia in the years 
1944-1948 and its contribution to the development 
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of the theory and practical way of peacefully 
achieving the victory of the socialist revolution. The 
many references and quotations are intentional 
since it is the author’s aim to persuade not merely 
by statements but by presenting consistent historical 
facts. 


The Editors 
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The fight against fascism on the ter¬ 
ritory of the Czech Lands and Slovakia was the 
longest manifestation of resistance in Europe. It 
originated as a direct reaction of the people to the 
consequences of Munich and ended on May 9, 
1945, that is, after the unconditional surrender of 
Germany. From its very beginning to the closing 
phase at the end of the war it took place on home 
soil and abroad. 

Historical facts show that the decisive force of 
the antifascist resistance during the Second World 
War was a domestic struggle, but this does not of 
course in any way reduce the importance of the role 
played by foreign resistance headed by leaders of 
Czech and Slovak political life who because of 
political conditions in the occupied Czech Lands 
and the clerico-fascist Slovak state, could only con¬ 
duct their antifascist activities from abroad. The 
importance of the foreign resistance was magnified 
by the fact that antifascist revolutionary circles at 
home working in deep illegality could not make 
their views heard on the grave international political 
question of the status and further development of 
Czechoslovakia because such decisions were made 
outside the home territory. There were two centres 
of Czechoslovak foreign resistance: the bourgeois 
resistance led by the Czechoslovak government in 
exile headed by Edvard Benes whose base was 
first in Paris, and after the fall of that country in 
London from 1940, and the centre represented by 
the Moscow led Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
headed by Klement Gottwald and Jan Sverma. Up 
until the time of the fall of France the foreign 
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secretariat of the Communist Party of Czecho¬ 
slovakia was in Paris. An important group of Cze¬ 
choslovak Communist officials worked in Great Brit¬ 
ain. 

Representatives of bourgeois resistance abroad 
considered as the main and decisive aim of its 
activities the restoration of the Czechoslovak Re¬ 
public to the pre-Munich borders and also basi¬ 
cally to pre-Munich social and economic conditions. 

The Moscow led Communist Party of Czecho¬ 
slovakia became a natural political and guiding 
centre of the whole Czechoslovak Communist emi¬ 
gration, and the spokesman for the interests of the 
working class and the corresponding interests of 
the Czech and Slovak nations. It followed the pre¬ 
war policy of the Party and fought for the con¬ 
ception of mass struggle against fascism, the res¬ 
toration of national freedom and the creation of 
a new, people’s and real democratic Czechoslova¬ 
kia which would rely on the Soviet Union in its 
foreign policy, 

The political line of the Moscow leadership of 
the CPCz was fought for in the Czech Lands by the 
central leadership of the CPCz working in illegality 
and by the central leadership of the Communist 
Party of Slovakia (CPS) working in illegality in Slo¬ 
vakia as a result of the individual development 
of this part of the Republic. 


The Author 


1 . 


THE FIRST STAGE 

OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK NATIONAL 
AND DEMOCRATIC 
REVOLUTION 


The antifascist and national liberation 
struggle of the Czech and Slovak nations towards 
the end of the Second World War was the source 
of a new awareness of the Czechoslovak people. 
It markedly formed the character, the thinking 
and actions of the fighters who took part in it and 
the generations which grew up along with it and 
which are now developing its continuing living 
heritage. It remains and will remain a sensitive fac¬ 
tor of the Czechoslovak social and political or¬ 
ganism, a permanent source of pride, patriotism 
and internationalism. 

Experiences emanating from the armed struggle 
of the Czech and Slovak nations against fascism 
and for liberation form a notable contribution to 
the common treasury of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment, a contribution providing important lessons for 
today and the future, for the nations and national¬ 
ities of Czechoslovakia and for many others. 

After the breaking up of Czechoslovakia in 
March 1939, the people of Slovakia, like the Czechs, 
had to live under a fascist regime. At no time were 
they reconciled to subjugation, exploitation and 
oppression by the Slovak bourgeoisie and their 
clerico-fascist Slovak state dependent on Hitler’s 
Germany. Led by the Communist Party of Slovakia 
which after the breaking up of Czechoslovakia 
functioned as an independent party, guided, how¬ 
ever, politically and ideologically by the Moscow 
leadership of the CPCz, they developed a broad 
scale antifascist movement even under cruel per¬ 
secution. 
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After the victory of the Soviet Armed Forces at 
Stalingrad and in the Kursk region, intensive rev¬ 
olutionary activities also broke out in Slovakia. 
From 1943, that is, after the formation of the fifth 
illegal central leadership of the CPS which con¬ 
sisted of Karol Smidke, Gustav Husak and Ladislav 
Novomesky, there was a basic turn in the struggle 
against fascism and for national liberation. 

It will always remain to the historical credit of the 
Communist Party of Slovakia that in a relatively 
very short time after the outbreak of the Slovak 
National Uprising (SNU) on August 29, 1944, it was 
able to formulate and put forth a profoundly demo¬ 
cratic revolution. It created a central nation-wide 
organ of resistance - the Slovak National Council. 
It was able to gain the support of the working class 
and the broad front of its allies - including farmers 
and democratically oriented groups of bourgeoisie 

- for a mass armed uprising of the nation against 
fascism and for a new Slovakia within a new 
Czechoslovakia. It organized people’s armed fac¬ 
tions — the partisan movement - and created il¬ 
legal organs of people’s power and administration 

— revolutionary National Committees. It won over 
antifascist forces in the Slovak Army to the idea 
of a nation-wide uprising, The CPS knew how to 
secure the intensification of all forms of active anti¬ 
fascist struggle right up to the point of the nation¬ 
wide armed uprising. 

The Slovak National Uprising - the Czechoslovak 
revolution on the Slovak territory - "very clearly 
spoke its new words: in fraternal coexistence with 
the most closely related Czech nation, in the closest 
cooperation and contact with other Slav nations, 
mainly with the great Russian nation, we see a 
wider border for our nation,” wrote Gustav Husak 
in 1944 in the first number of the insurgent publi¬ 
cation New Word. 
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It cannot be said that the Slovak National Upris¬ 
ing was confined to a limited area of Slovakia 
since it was the concern of the entire country and 
influenced the fate of both nations as did the re¬ 
sistance in the Czech Lands. At the same time it 
was profoundly international and not only because 
on the insurgent front in Slovakia the Czechs and 
Slovaks fought side by side with people from the 
nations of the Soviet Union, other nations and 
nationalities. The Slovak National Uprising pur¬ 
sued the aim to speed up the defeat of fascism on 
an all-European scale and thus bring closer the 
day of liberation for all subjugated nations. 

The working man in the Slovak National Uprising, 
led by the most progressive class - the working 
class - and politically represented by the Com¬ 
munist Party, sharply rejected all consequences of 
the shameful Munich Dictate, the internecine 
regime installed by the Nazis in the Czech Lands 
and the clerico-fascist regime in Slovakia. In the 
same way he rejected on principle the ideas of the 
Czechoslovak antifascist bourgeoisie (led by the 
then President of the Czechoslovak Republic 
Edvard Benes, and his government in exile in 
London) concerning the restoration of the Repub¬ 
lic according to bourgeois democracy even though 
partly reformed and restored according to the 
pre-Munich pattern. 

Fighters in the Slovak National Uprising - like 
people directly involved in every revolution - how¬ 
ever, fought first of all for the creation of social 
and political preconditions for realizing the great 
ideals in the future. 

A new people’s democratic Czechoslovak state 
came into being on the territory of liberated 
Slovakia with its political centre in Banska Bystrica; 
and a qualitative new political system whose leader, 
and for the first time in history also the governing 
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force was the working class and its political van¬ 
guard - the Communist Party of Slovakia - secured 
the fulfilment of the revolutionary programme. Its 
decisive aspects included: 1. The realization of 
economic, social, political, cultural and other de¬ 
mands of the working class; 2. The struggle for the 
successful achievement of equality and equal rights 
of Czechs and Slovaks; and 3. A forthright Cze¬ 
choslovak foreign policy oriented on the Soviet 
Union. These decisive facts formed a firm basis 
and starting point for the victory of the national 
and democratic revolution all over Czechoslovakia 
and also for its transition into a socialist revolution. 

From the very first moment of the Uprising the 
regime of Hlinka Slovak People's Party was 
liquidated on the liberated territory, while in other 
parts of Slovakia it definitely fell apart. A new 
Czechoslovak Republic was formed with revol¬ 
utionary organs in Slovakia - the Slovak National 
Council, revolutionary National Committees and 
works committees in factories. The leading position 
in the new political system was held by the CPS as 
the representative of a class which was accepted 
as the leader by most of the working people. This 
was unanimously confirmed by the political uni¬ 
fication of the working class on the platform of 
Marxism-Leninism, at the unification congress of 
the CPS and Social Democratic Party on September 
17, 1944, in Banska Bystrica, and the unification of 
the trade unions at the conference in Podbrezova on 
October 15, 1944. In agreement with the concep¬ 
tion of the Communists it solved the national ques¬ 
tion on new bases and achieved a new quality of 
Czech-Slovak relations. The foreign policy formu¬ 
lated by the Communist Party was oriented on the 
Soviet Union. 

Such was the basic contribution of the Slovak 
National Uprising at the beginning of the national 
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and democratic revolution in Czechoslovakia. There 
was no retrenchment after the retreat of the insur¬ 
gents to the mountains at the end of October 1944. 
On the contrary, it continued to be in effect and 
after the complete liberation of the country it 
became the basis for social and political processes 
combined with the continuing revolution and its 
further growth and strengthening.*) 

The course of the national and democratic rev¬ 
olution during the Slovak National Uprising, just as 
the Czech bourgeois resistance political represen¬ 
tation was forced under the influence of the Up¬ 
rising to recognize the Slovak National Council as 
the leading political organ in Slovakia and to 
agree that the advancing army of the first social¬ 
ist country would hand over political power and 
administration of the liberated territory to rep- 


’) For instance, at the scientific conference on the occasion 
of the 20th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising the 
bone of contention was the question of the complex under¬ 
standing of the importance of the SNU and in a logical con¬ 
nection with it, the scientific pseudoproblem, whether the 
Uprising was defeated or not. A rather strong group of local 
military historians showed that October 27, 1944 (the fall of 
Banska Bystrica) led to the defeat of the SNU. Concentration 
exclusively on the military aspect of the armed struggle or, 
more precisely, on the question of the existence and from the 
end of October 1944, the extinction of the Uprising military 
front, logically led to the distortion of the historical truth of 
the Uprising as a revolution which continued even after it 
was pushed back into the mountains and liberated territory. 
The Uprising was not even militarily suppressed because it had 
already won a political victory before the Nazi forces occupied 
Banska Bystrica, and finally it was not even militarily sup¬ 
pressed since the armed struggle continued in the form of 
partisan fighting under the most difficult conditions until it 
was united with the liberating forces of the Soviet Army. 
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resentatives of revolutionary Slovakia - into the 
hands of the national organs which absolutely 
represented the Czechoslovak people's democratic 
sovereignty on Slovak territory — was of extreme 
importance for the further social and political de¬ 
velopment in the whole country. The influence of 
the organs of people's power and administration 
on a district and local scale — the National Com¬ 
mittees - strengthened and the authority of the 
Communists, who were superior in number and the 
leading force, grew importantly. The deepening of 
the revolutionary processes which originated during 
the Slovak National Uprising was further secured. 

The Slovak National Uprising gave very signifi¬ 
cant strength to the antifascist revolt in the Czech 
Lands. Several partisan units from Slovakia suc¬ 
ceeded in penetrating into eastern Moravia where 
they joined partisan groups in local struggles 
against the occupiers. High Nazi officials, especially 
K. H. Frank, took ever more drastic measures 
to subjugate the entire Czech Lands. On being 
informed of the antifascist feeling of the Czech 
people and the Slovak National Uprising, Heinrich 
Himmler came to the conclusion by the end of 
September 1944 that it was necessary to reckon 
with the Uprising of the Czech nation. 

It was clear to the Czechoslovak Communists that 
the principles of Leninism could be applied under 
the specific conditions of their homeland. They 
realized — and it was confirmed by the Slovak 
National Uprising as well as the talks between Kle- 
ment Gottwald and Gustav Husak in Moscow in 
February 1945 — that as Lenin has said: “The 
struggle for democracy cannot turn the proletariat 
away from the socialist revolution ... On the con¬ 
trary, just as socialism cannot be victorious without 
the previous realization of complete democracy so 
the proletariat cannot achieve victory over the bour- 


20 






geoisie as long as it does not lead the many-sided 
systematic and revolutionary struggle for demo¬ 
cracy,” In this context the Communists evaluated the 
Slovak National Uprising as a qualitative dividing 
line which could have become the beginning of 
deep revolutionary changes because it created the 
basis of power and the political system in the first 
liberated territory and began to realize the first steps 
in the social and economic sphere. From this was 
deduced a further conclusion: The successes achiev¬ 
ed during the Slovak National Uprising on that part 
of Slovakia later freed by the Soviet Army helped to 
realize the task of the first stage of the Czecho¬ 
slovak national and democratic revolution which 
could not be omitted from the programme platform 
for the whole Republic, that is the programme of 
the first Czechoslovak postwar government. 

On February 20, 1945, Gustav Husak arrived from 
Moscow in the liberated part of Slovakia. In the 
absence of the Chairman of the Communist Party 
of Slovakia, Karol Smidke, he accepted - as Vice 
Chairman of the Party — the leadership of the CPS, 
which decided in agreement with the Moscow 
leadership of the CPCz that the working conference 
of the CPS would take place from February 28 to 
March 1, 1945, in order for the delegates to discuss 
all important questions and decide on a strong 
united, and for all members of the Party, a binding 
political guideline. The conference at which the 
main speech was delivered by G. Husak gave great 
prominence to the work of the Communists in the 
fight against fascism and in the national liberation 
struggle, especially their work during the Slovak 
National Uprising. The attention of the entire Party 
was aimed at the tasks connected with speeding 
up the defeat of Nazi Germany and its satellites 
and with all-round support of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. 
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In detail Gustav Husak explained all serious 
problems and questions which were connected 
with creating the basic characteristics of the Action 
Programme of the Party in its fight for the victorious 
achievement of the national and democratic rev¬ 
olution. He stressed the unavoidability of radically 
and systematically getting rid of all fascist and 
reactionary ideas and purging public life of their 
supporters. He characterized the mission and tasks 
of the National Front which he described as a 
fighting union of Communists and all democratic 
social forces in which he stressed the importance 
of the participation of political parties, the trade 
unions, a united youth organization — the Union 
of Slovak Youth — and other social organizations. 
He also spoke about the political representatives 
of the people on a local and district scale - the 
National Committees - as organs of people's 
power which must mobilize and carry the initiative 
of the working people while at the same time 
teaching the people to govern. 

In his main speech during the conference dis¬ 
cussions and in a special resolution which was ac¬ 
cepted by the conference, great attention was 
devoted to one of the basic problems of Slovak 
farmers - the lack of sufficient land owned by those 
who worked it. The Communist Party was convinced 
that this question also had to be solved in close 
connection with measures against enemies of the 
Czechoslovak state and in the interests of econ¬ 
omic and social strengthening of the working 
stratas in the villages. The conference also was con¬ 
cerned with the question of democratic manage¬ 
ment of property of the collaborators and traitors 
and the stock companies with which they were 
associated. It requested that they be put under 
the administration of democratically elected Fac¬ 
tory Committees, National Committees and the Slo- 
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vak National Council. In accordance with the rev¬ 
olutionary heritage of the Slovak National Uprising 
a systematic solution of relations between the Czech 
and Slovak nations on the basis of equality and 
equal rights and the creation of a federative state 
was called for. 

The results of the Kosice Conference of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Slovakia fully corresponded with 
the results of the national liberation struggle, with 
the political and moral heritage of the Slovak 
Notional Uprising supported by the liberation mis¬ 
sion of the Soviet Union, and the political atmo¬ 
sphere in the liberated territory especially in eastern 
Siovakia. They represented a comprehensive politi¬ 
cal platform which in deciding questions of national 
and democratic revolution was a Czechoslovak plat¬ 
form and therefore an important contribution to 
the formation of the programme of the revolution 
on a state-wide scale. 


The conditions of the antifascist struggle in the 
Czech Lands differed markedly from those in 
Slovakia. Nazi Germany began its occupation of 
the Czech Lands on March 15, 1939. The victories 
of the Soviet Army enabled the dissolution of the 
clerico-fascist regime in Slovakia, but in the Czech 
Lands the Nazi regime became ever more oppress¬ 
ive. Up to 1944 Slovakia was not directly occupied 
by Nazi armed forces, while in the Czech Lands - 
as a result of the effort to create a last stand 
against the advancing Soviet Army — there was a 
a great concentration of German soldiers (some 
200,000 members of the Wehrmacht and SS units 
and 10,000 members of security forces). Also of 
importance were geographic factors: unlike Slova¬ 
kia the terrain in the Czech Lands is not very 
mountainous and it has dense communication net- 
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works and populated areas. In view of these and 
other facts, the resistance movement in the Czech 
Lands had to differ from the antifascist and national 
liberation struggle in Slovakia. 

Unlike the antifascist and national liberation 
struggle in Slovakia whose leading force was the 
Communist Party of Slovakia, in the Czech Lands the 
struggle was politically influenced not only by the 
Communists, but also by the bourgeois emigres 
and the domestic fighting forces which aimed at 
the restoration of the pre-Munich conditions. And 
this was natural - under the fascist regime part 
of the Czech society would even have accepted 
bourgeois democracy as a way out of the cruel 
anti-Czech terror. Playing a role in this case were 
the old, rather deeply rooted, bourgeois demo¬ 
cratic traditions in Czech society. 

The repressive machinery of the Nazi regime in 
the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia was aimed 
especially against the Communist Party of Czecho¬ 
slovakia. After July 23, 1944, when the last member 
of the III illegal central leadership of the CPCz, 
R. Vetiska, was arrested, there was no new central 
leadership of the Party for a rather long time. 
Individual Party organizations and Communist 
groups were isolated in their work. Among the 
most important were the Prague illegal groups: 
Predvoj, Pochoden, Boj, and Aktfv, and in Brno: 
Boj o zitrek and Nastup. 

A strong impulse in the development of an 
active antifascist struggle in the Czech Lands was 
the Slovak National Uprising. Therefore the Ger¬ 
man state minister for Bohemia and Moravia, K. H. 
Frank, was convinced that "the situation in the 
Protectorate was very serious because of the mili¬ 
tary and political events in the preceding days . . . 
and called for the speedy liquidation of the Up¬ 
rising in Slovakia.” 


24 



The intense nervousness which prevailed among 
many representatives of Nazi power in the Protec¬ 
torate after the outbreak of the Slovak National 
Uprising was also revealed in the words of the 
regional leader of the NSDAP and the Reich’s 
Sudeten Governor Konrad Henlein. In a report 
dated October 15, 1944, addressed to Nazi Head¬ 
quarters in Berlin he wrote: "It should be made 
clear to the Czechs that we shall hand over this ter¬ 
ritory only when we ourselves perish and that our 
destruction will be preceded by the destruction 
of the Czechs." 

At the end of September, but especially during 
the month of October 1944, influenced by the 
Slovak National Uprising there was a marked 
expansion of the partisan movement in the Czech 
Lands. In the area of the Beskydy and Vizovice 
Mountains the Jan 2izka partisan brigade operated, 
having penetrated into this area from Slovakia. In 
the Czech Moravian Highlands, the Beskydy Moun¬ 
tains and in South Bohemia there were the Zare, Jan 
Kozina, Dr. M. Tyrs, Master Jan Hus, Capajev, Hybes, 
National Avenger and other groups of partisans. 
The Jermak partisan group conducted their oper¬ 
ations in the Drahanska Highlands, Prostejov and 
the Litovel region. From the beginning of October 
another partisan group, Belevsky-Jurjev, provided 
important intelligence service, and other small 
intelligence groups were sent into the territory of 
Bohemia and Moravia by the London based Czecho¬ 
slovak government. 

The Nazis organized a vast operation against 
these partisan groups. For instance in the middle 
of November 1944 a force of 12,000 soldiers and 
SS troops, 2 special task groups each with 700 men 
and other armed units engaged in combat with the 
Jon Zizka partisan brigade. Even so they were 
unable to liquidate the whole partisan movement. 
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According to the announcement of K. H. Frank on 
December 4, 1944, "The situation in Moravia in 
the past few days has further worsened . . 

During the winter months of 1944-45, despite 
heavy losses the partisan movement in the Czech 
Lands continued to expand. Many partisan groups 
were reinforced by Soviet prisoners from concen¬ 
tration camps who escaped from transports passing 
through Bohemia to Austria. 

By the beginning of April 1945 the Soviet Army had 
already liberated almost the whole of Slovakia and 
they began the liberation of the Czech Lands with 
the Ostrava and Bratislava-Brno operation. 

According to the final plans of Nazi Germany, Bo¬ 
hemia and Moravia were to play a decisive role. The 
Schorner Centre Group, the main formation of 
the German Army, was concentrated in this sector. 
The Nazis hoped that the capitulation of this group 
to the Western allies would prevent the Soviet Army 
from liberating a large part of Czechoslovak ter¬ 
ritory. They wanted to gain time and slow up the 
advance of the Soviet Army. 

The basic tasks of the antifascist revolution at 
this time were set by the IV illegal central leader¬ 
ship of the CPCz which was formed in December 
1944. In its proclamation in January 1945 it said 
among other things: "It must not happen that our 
nation inactively awaits liberation by the Red Army. 
It would be an ineradicable blot on our honour. . . 
it is the order of the day to make preparations for 
an active struggle without delay.” Such an ap¬ 
proach was in agreement with the policy of Gott- 
wald's leadership of the CPCz which at the 
beginning of April 1945 on the liberated territory 
of Slovakia emphasized that the main task was "to 
direct all forces towards achieving the defeat of 
Hitler's Germany.” 

The activity of the CPCz in the Czech national 




political sphere continued to be unusually difficult 
and complicated. Arrests of Czech Communists at 
the beginning of spring 1945 affected not only the 
Prague leadership of the Party but many organiz¬ 
ations. This also seriously interfered with prep¬ 
arations of the CPCz for a nation-wide armed upris¬ 
ing of the Czech people against the occupiers. Indi¬ 
vidual party groups however, carried on their 
further activities and linked up with, or rather 
strengthened communication with other elements 
of the antifascist resistance. 

The partisan movement was further expanded 
by the arrival of great numbers of parachutists 
from the Soviet Union early in the spring of 1945. 
At that time some 8,000 members of partisan brig¬ 
ades and units were operating in the Czech Lands. 
The partisan movement there was indeed growing. 
Of the new Soviet-Czechoslovak partisan organizing 
groups based in the Czech Lands many became 
the basis of strong partisan units. To mention a few: 
the ten member group in the foothills of the Krko- 
nose Mountains (Captain Sokolovskij); a group 
based near Krivoklat (V. Orlov) which operated in 
the vicinity of Mnichovo Hradiste; the Za Prahu 
(For Prague) (I. I. Ivanov) which controlled the rail¬ 
road lines Tabor-Jihlava and Tabor-Vienna and 
helped to form new partisan units such as: Lesu 
zdar, Gottwald, Zizka, Kovpak; the Narodni mstitele 
(National Avengers) (P. Kamisev, O. Benes); the 
group Vpred (Forward) operating in the Czech 
Moravian Highlands; the Pochodeh (Torch) group 
in the Brdy forests; the partisan organizing group 
J- A. Olesinsky operating on the Prague-Pilsen 
Q nd Zdice—Pisek railroad lines, and so on. 

The antifascist rebellion in the Czech Lands 
°!so had an international character since in the 
Partisan units there were Russians, Ukrainians and 
members of other nations of the USSR, Slovaks, 


27 






Yugoslavs, Poles, Englishmen, Germans, and 
others. 

The antifascist and national liberation struggles 
in some parts of the Czech Lands (East and South 
Moravia, Hradec Kralove, the Czech Moravian 
Highlands) took on the form during April 1945 of 
a partisan war which at the beginning of May 1945 
emerged into the Uprising of the Czech people. 

This was the closing chapter of the six-year anti¬ 
fascist and national liberation struggle of the 
Czech and Slovak nations. It entered history as the 
struggle of tens of thousands of patriots in Czech 
and Moravian towns and villages, and from May 
5th on the Prague barricades, as a heroic perform¬ 
ance of Communists and other antifascists, parti¬ 
sans, members of illegal organizations and rev¬ 
olutionary National Committees, all of whom rose up 
against the occupiers and contributed to the res¬ 
toration of national freedom and the indepen¬ 
dence of the Czechoslovak state. 

The May Uprising of the Czech people was not 
a historically isolated factor at the conclusion of 
the Second World War, but a logical result of a 
long drawn out process ending with the departure 
of Czech society from its bourgeois past and the 
building of a new Czechoslovakia on the basis of 
a people’s democracy. It was also a result of the 
struggle of the working people in which the Com¬ 
munist conception of the opposition movement was 
realized. It was indeed an uprising of the people, 
relying on an expansive network of revolutionary 
organs, especially National Committees, in the 
course of which the organizor, the CPCz, emerged 
from illegality and as the only organized political 
force, stood at the head of the Uprising. 

The armed rebellion of the Czech people was an 
inseparable part of the vast antifascist, anti-im¬ 
perialist and national liberation revolutionary wave 
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which emerged from many countries towards the 
close of the Second World War. 

The May Uprising of the Czech people in which 
some 100,000 fighters participated, even though it 
took place under exceptionally difficult conditions, 
had great military and political significance. From 
the military point of view it was very important that 
in the closing phase of the struggle it harassed and 
disorganized the German Army from the rear. It 
seriously interrupted communication, impeded Nazi 
soldiers, weakend their military strength and made 
it impossible for them to carry out their plans on 
Czech territory. From the political point of view 
the Uprising contributed to liquidating the power 
of the occupants and also to the end of the Pro¬ 
tectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. As part of 
the giant national liberation antifascist wave it 
demonstrated before the whole world the crystal 
clear antifascist stand of the Czech nation. The 
May Uprising - regardless of the strong efforts of 
the bourgeois elements of the antifascist struggle 
to take over its leadership - was given a people’s 
and revolutionary democratic character by the 
working class led by the Communist Party of Cze¬ 
choslovakia. 

The May Uprising was the culmination of the anti¬ 
fascist and national liberation struggle of the 
Czechoslovak people and the strategic aim ex¬ 
pected from it by the CPCz was fulfilled. Fascist 
dictatorship was overthrown, the freedom and state 
sovereignty of Czechoslovakia was restored and 
the power passed into the hands of the working 
people. 

The May Uprising of the Czech people also con- 
f'rms the fact that liberation from fascist oppression 
could not be realized merely by the forces of 
*he Czech insurgents. Only by superiority in bitter 
battles waged by an experienced regular army 
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such as the Soviet Army could the forces of Nazi 
Germany be defeated in the Czech Lands. It was 
just the liberation mission of the Soviet Union and 
its heroic army which, to a decisive degree, influ¬ 
enced the results achieved by the nations of Cze¬ 
choslovakia in the fight against fascism and for 
national freedom, and which created the decisive 
external preconditions for the rise of a people's 
democratic republic. 

It is obvious that the leading force of the anti¬ 
fascist and national liberation struggle of the 
Czechs and Slovaks, the Communist Party of Czecho¬ 
slovakia, was of decisive importance for the future 
development of our nations. Thanks to the Party’s 
Leninist policy full use was made of the objective 
preconditions for the development of the Czecho¬ 
slovak national and democratic revolution and its 
aims could be successfully accomplished in a very 
short time. 

The ideals for which the Slovaks and Czechs 
stood in the Slovak National Uprising and the May 
Uprising of the Czech people in 1945 could be 
gradually realized thanks to the leading role of the 
working class and the CPCz in the postwar social 
and political life and its ability to masterfully join 
the fight for democracy with the struggle for the 
socialist revolution. 

All the class struggles with the bourgeoisie took 
place in the name of these ideals and in the strug¬ 
gle for their fulfilment. The bourgeoisie partici¬ 
pated in political power but since It opposed the 
logical development of the revolution it gradually 
abandoned and finally completely betrayed the 
aims of the programme which it had to agree with 
in the final stages of the Czech and Slovak anti¬ 
fascist struggle and in the period immediately after 
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liberation. During the fight for national democratic 
aims and later on of socialist aims, in the process 
of strengthening the revolution the ideals that the 
people of Czechoslovakia fought for in the anti¬ 
fascist and national liberation struggle also were 
fulfilled and further developed. 
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2. THE PROGRAMME 

OF THE REVOLUTION 


In their book The Dramatic Days of 
February 1948 the Czech historians M. Boucek and 
M. Klimes state: "The deep feeling of antifascism 
in the current revolution led to... the revolutionry 
structural intervention into the entire political and 
economic system in Czechoslovakia. The framework 
of these antifascist and anti-imperialist changes 
was formed by the Kosice Government Programme" 
w'hich was the programme of the Czechoslovak 
national and democratic revolution "approved by 
all political forces which actively participated in 
the national liberation struggle.” With the ac¬ 
ceptance of the Programme an important stage in 
the revolution was accomplished and its benefits 
were firmly established. The fulfilment of the 
Government Programme was guaranteed by parti¬ 
cipation of Government representatives of the revol¬ 
utionary workers’ movement and of the working 
people and by the authority rightfully enjoyed by 
Czech and Slovak Communists after years of self- 
sacrificing work in the resistance movement, in the 
Slovak National Uprising and in the first days 
after liberation. 

Discussion concerning the composition and 
programme of the new Czechoslovak Government 
was begun in Moscow on March 22, 1945. The only 
precisely formed proposal was that of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Czechoslovakia which became the 
basis for discussion. Representatives of the indi¬ 
vidual parties - the Czech National Socialist Party, 
the People's Party and the Czech Social Democratic 
Party — who came from exile in London to take part 
in the discussions, expressed their opinions and 
basically accepted the proposal as a joint platform. 
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However, the unifying factors were not the individ¬ 
ual subject motives - good will and sincere con¬ 
viction of the non-Communist partners of the 
National Front, but the objective fact that it was 
necessary to keep in mind: the results accomplished 
so far by the national and democratic revolution, 
the political and moral influence of the Slovak 
National Uprising, the revolutionary situation in the 
liberated parts of the Republic and the fact that 
Czechoslovakia was liberated by the army of the 
first socialist country. 

The Kosice Government Programme was pro¬ 
claimed on April 5, 1945, at the time when the 
heroic Soviet Army began to liberate the first vil¬ 
lages in the Czech Lands. It became a programme 
platform which enabled the further development 
and deepening of the national and democratic 
revolution, the mindful strengthening of socialist 
elements which were present in the revolution from 
the very beginning. 

The Kosice Government Programme fixed the 
decisive principle that "the new government is the 
government of the broad National Front of Czechs 
and Slovaks” which was made up of four Czech 
and two Slovak political parties: the CPCz, the 
National Socialist Party, the People's Party and the 
Social Democratic Party (in the Czech Lands) and 
the CPS, and the Democratic Party (in Slovakia). 
Thus the National Front not only became an in¬ 
separable force of the antifascist and national 
liberation struggle of the Czech and Slovak 
people, but also - as its product - an important 
determinant of the political system in the period 
of national and democratic revolution in Czecho¬ 
slovakia as well as in the entire further develop¬ 
ment of our country. The policy of the Communist 
Party which already in the pre-Munich era fought 
for the idea of a broad people's front thus became 
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completely satisfied in practice. It demonstrated 
that the realization of these ideas could prevent 
the temporary victory of fascism in Czechoslovakia 
and the break-up of the Republic. 

The fact that the policy of the National Front was 
accepted not only by the domestic bourgeois anti¬ 
fascist elements but also by the Czechoslovak bour¬ 
geois emigres, who still in May 1944 (as proved by 
the definition of the National Front worked out by 
a group of Czechoslovak National Socialists in 
London) looked upo the National Front as a 
useful instrument only in the struggle against 
fascism and in the "most critical period after the 
revolution”, was an overwhelming victory for the 
Communist conception of the national liberation 
struggle and postwar management of the Republic. 
The plurality of the political system, established on 
a coalition of political parties, was the ideal of the 
antifascist bourgeoisie up until the Slovak National 
Uprising. The Czechoslovak bourgeoisie did not 
give up this ideal after accepting the Kosice 
Government Programme - even though it had to 
accept the National Front as an irreplaceable form 
of the political structure of the new Czechoslovakia. 

The Kosice Government Programme bound the 
Government to fully respect the principle that the 
people are the only source of state power in the 
new Republic. In accordance with this a broad 
democratization of all public life was proclaimed 
which was supposed to be "built on a broad demo¬ 
cratic basis” and ensure the "people of all politi¬ 
cal rights" and carry on “a merciless fight to 
destroy all fascist elements.” In this connection 
the Government Programme stated that on the 
liberated territory of Slovakia new organs of state 
and public administration would be created - 
district and local National Committees whose 
mission, contrary to previous bureaucratic and anti- 
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people's administrative organs, was "to administer 
all public affairs, provide for public safety by 
means of central organs . . . with the help of the 
National Committees, carry out the government’s 
policy . . 

Besides the basic problems of the people's demo¬ 
cratic political system the Kosice Government Pro¬ 
gramme solved concrete problems immediately 
connected with the termination of the defeat of 
fascist Germany and with the future development 
of a new Czechoslovak society. It counted on the 
combined efforts of Czechs and Slovaks to termin¬ 
ate the struggle against fascism and reaction and 
to speedily eliminate damage brought about by 
the war. 

Chapter IX of the Government Programme stated 
that “the Government will consider as its most 
responsible task and its moral duty to the Czech 
and Slovak nations to pursue and bring to trial 
and prosecute all war criminals, traitors and all 
who knowingly and actively helped German or 
Hungarian oppressors.” 

From the point of view of the future development 
of the revolution and of solving social and econ¬ 
omic problems, of decisive and prime importance 
were actions to be taken on the property of traitors, 
collaborators and enemies of the Republic, actions 
which in the liberated spheres were already taking 
place on the basis of national democratic 
measures. In the interest of the development of 
economic life the Kosice Government Programme 
established provisions to give “to national adminis¬ 
trations property of all kinds as long as it is 
held in ownership or management by citizens on 
the territory of the Czechoslovak Republic who 
actively helped to bring about the destruction and 
occupation of the country and other citizens of 
of Czechoslovakia who betrayed the nation and 
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actively supported German and Hungarian occu- 
pans ..." 

This important postulate of the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme was the starting point for far- 
reaching nationalization measures which began 
to be put into effect in Czechoslovakia in October 
1945. 

While working on a solution of agricultural 
questions the Kosice Government Programme met 
the unconditional demands of the working people 
in the villages to bring about land reform. This, 
however, did not mean a general land reform as 
requested by the people in the lowest social strata 
in the Slovak villages but a reform demanded by 
the middle social strata who were in the majority. 
In view of the overall situation of land ownership 
in the Republic (especially in the Czech Lands) 
and the expected transfer of land owned by the 
German and Hungarian minorities (in a system¬ 
atically planned transfer) into the hands of Czech 
and Slovak farmers and farm workers who owned 
no land, the Government Programme set forth a 
project which became a starting point towards 
gradual land reform. The Government welcomed the 
"confiscation of land belonging to enemies and 
traitors which was carried out by the Slovak 
National Council and its distribution among the 
small farmers.” It pledged to undertake the 
"spreading of similar measures all over the 
country...” 

The Government Programme stated that the 
division of land should be carried out by the man¬ 
agement of the National Land Fund with the active 
participation of National Committees and special 
commissions made up of representatives of farmers 
and agricultural workers. It also presumed the 
possibility of organizing cooperatives for the joint 
use of farm buildings and equipment. 
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Also of far-reaching importance were the pos¬ 
tulates of the Kosice Government Programme con¬ 
cerning new arrangements for social conditions*) 
and the consistent solution of basic questions of 
the democratization of the educational system, 
science, culture, the arts and adult education to 
such an extent and depth that the bourgeoisie and 
reformists who had ruled up until the national and 
democratic revolution did not even want to hear 
about. This fact, too, demonstrates the decisive in¬ 
fluence of the culminating phase of the national 
liberation struggle which began with the Slovak 
National Uprising on the internal political arrange¬ 
ment of the new Republic as accepted by the Kosice 
Government Programme. 

The Kosice Government Programme pledged the 
Government to create a real people’s democratic 
army with revolutionary traditions and based on the 
First Czechoslovak Army Corps in the Soviet Union. 
Its commander, General Ludvfk Svoboda, became 
the first Minister of National Defence in the new 
Czechoslovakia. The Government uninanimously 
stated that "it wants to further strengthen the co¬ 
operation between the Czechoslovak and Red 
Armies, and that it sees in the Soviet Army an 
example for building a new ... Czechoslovak 
Army.” It ceremonially proclaimed that once and 
for all it had finished with the so-called non¬ 
political side of the army, because under that 
mask, as shown by developments in the pre-Munich 
era, "is hidden the underestimated moral factor in 
battle . .. and reactionary, anti-democratic and 
capitulating tendencies spread quickly. The Govern¬ 
ment was aware that Czechoslovak soldiers must 


*) Chapter XIV of the Programme 
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he consciencious fighters and defenders of the 
freedom of the nation .. 

The obligations of the Government formulated in 
Chapter VI of the Kosice Government Programme 
concerning the position of Slovakia in the new 
Czechoslovakia, concerning Slovaks and Slovak 
national organs as representatives of legislative, 
government and executive power in Slovakia were 
definitely, as G. Husak later wrote, the result of 
"the struggle of the Slovak people in the Uprising, 
in the resistance and the struggle of the political 
representatives including the Communist Party of 
Slovakia.” 

Convinced of the need to end all old disputes, 
recognizing that Slovakia was competent to manage 
its own affairs and that relations between Czechs 
and Slovaks must be built on the basis of "equal 
partners” and desiring to strengthen real brother¬ 
hood between the two nations, the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme formulated a constitutional pledge 
to solve Czech-Slovak relations in conformity with 
the national liberation struggle of the Slovak people. 
In central state offices, institutions and in economic 
organs of nation-wide significance Slovaks were to 
be assured of proportionate representation, not 
only numerically but also according to importance. 

The attitude of the Kosice Government Pro¬ 
gramme to the Slovak question and Czech-Slovak 
relations showed great progress even though the 
exact formulation of the constitutional set-up of 
Czechoslovakia was missing. The competence of 
the Slovak National Council on the territory of Slo¬ 
vakia remained henceforth very wide-spread and 
unlimited in the application of Government and 
executive power. 

The Slovak National Council at this time operated 
as a nation-wide factor. It was to the merit of the 
Communists that the revolutionary legacy of the 
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Slovak National Uprising was fulfilled. This 
strengthened the progressive political forces in the 
whole country, and their struggle for accomp¬ 
lishing the defeat of fascism and for the consist¬ 
ent solution of all problems of the national and 
democratic revolution. 

The foreign policy status of the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme emanated from the deep evalu¬ 
ation of the role of the Soviet Union in the struggle 
against fascism and for the liberation of Czecho¬ 
slovakia, from the existence of Czechoslovak-Soviet 
joint agreements of 1943, and therefore Czecho¬ 
slovakia carefully anchored its foreign policy orien¬ 
tation on the Soviet Union. The main and immediate 
task of the Government was to generally help the 
soviet Army in its heroic fight to finish up the 
liberation of the whole country and at the same 
time develop "all-round cooperation with the Soviet 
Union" and thus "ensure for the people of Cze¬ 
choslovakia contented development and a happy 
future." 


An inseparable part of the culminating stage of 
the antifascist and the national liberation struggle 
of the Czech and Slovak people was also the demo¬ 
cratic cultural revolution, the first stage of the 
historical restoration of national cultures to which, 
after the Victorious February 1948, the socialist 
cultural revolution was organically linked. 

Czech and Slovak Communists working in exile, 
like those who came to the leadership of the illegal 
antifascist movement in the homeland, continually 
returned to the question of national cultures even 
though daily life in war-time produced tasks of an 
entirely different nature. They understood that the 
fight for the people’s way of thinking was an 
unavoidable precondition in the struggle for the 
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comprehensive reconstruction of social life after the 
defeat of fascism, Their activities helped to form 
the basic characteristics for understanding the 
cultural revolution. This was manifested first of all 
by the illegally published works of Julius Fuci'k and 
Vladislav Vancura which carried on the progressive 
cultural traditions of the Czech nation. Another 
phase of the activities of Czech and Slovak Com¬ 
munists emphasized the need for a new cultural 
revolution oriented on Slavism and the USSR as 
shown in articles and speeches of Zdenek Nejedly, 
Jan Sverma and other workers in the Moscow leader¬ 
ship of the CPCz. In Slovakia the progressive 
conception of Slovak culture was represented, for 
instance, by the writings of Vladimir dementis in 
exile and the participation of the Slovak and Czech 
Communist intelligentsia in forming and realizing 
the revolutionary programme in the culminating 
period of the nation-wide stand against domestic 
and foreign fascism. 

In the closing stage of the national liberation 
struggle the opinion prevailed that the victorious 
revolution which began with the Slovak National 
Uprising must include the basic reconstruction of 
cultural conditions with the idea of democratization 
and of breaking down the barrier between culture 
and the working people and putting forth a new 
conception and aims of culture. In connection with 
this the CPCz oriented on that part of the national 
cultural heritage which could become the starting 
point for the development of the spirit of demo¬ 
cratization and popularization of culture.,, the 
most important figures and events in artistic cre¬ 
ation, education, science and adult training activities. 

A basic new element in this understanding of 
cultural orientation was the getting to know the pro¬ 
gressive cultural circle of Slav nations, especially 
the socialist cultural revolution achieved in the 
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first socialist country in the world. At the same 
time it concerned strengthening contacts with pro¬ 
gressive cultural trends in other countries. 

A vital part of the understanding of cultural 
changes was the awareness of the unavoidability of 
separation from that tradition which turned out to 
be reactionary and which was supporting fascism, in 
Slovakia ... clericalism. It was necessary to concen¬ 
trate all efforts on the training of a new intelligent¬ 
sia devoted to social progress and national demo¬ 
cratic ideals. 

The concrete forms which this conception re¬ 
ceived in the preparatory period and in the first 
phases of Czechoslovak national and democratic 
revolution depended on their organic combination 
with the policy of the National Front. 

In the minds of Communist cultural workers the 
cultural revolution never separated from the perspec¬ 
tives of the socialist reconstruction of Czechoslova¬ 
kia. The practical needs of forming antifascist units 
calling for less specific, rather general demo¬ 
cratic formulation, changed nothing substantially in 
efforts to create a new culture. It was not merely 
a tactical orientation, but a deep conviction that 
only within the framework of the National Front of 
Czechs and Slovaks was it possible to speed up the 
struggle for the creation of a new Czechoslovak 
statehood and that only the systematic demo¬ 
cratization of revolutionary solutions could in the 
sphere of culture create the preconditions for the 
future deepening and developing of revolutionary 
processes in general. 

It was inevitable that these facts influenced the 
formation of the first Czechoslovak postwar Govern¬ 
ment Programme. The resolution of the Govern¬ 
ment on this section was formulated in a more 
general way than was specified in the attitudes of 
Czech and Slovak Communists or in the programme 
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of the Slovak National Council. This was natural, 
especially in view of the lack of knowledge of the 
concrete situation in the hitherto occupied ter¬ 
ritories of Bohemia and Moravia. In any case, how¬ 
ever, under Communist initiative and especially 
under the influence of the situation in Slovakia, 
their partners had to accept new conceptions of 
the reconstruction of the whole ideological and 
cultural super-structure as described by Zdenek Ne- 
jedly already in the spring of 1944 in Ceskosloven- 
ske listy and as was finally approved in the 
Government Programme. 

In the spheres of education, science, culture 
and the arts the Government Programme called for 
a systematic purge and basic reconstruction as 
explained in Chapter XV of the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme. 

The purge was supposed to reach right down to 
the so-called "root of the evil” and remove the 
damage caused by fascism to thinking and culture. 
The Government undertook to see that there would 
be a real purge of the schools and other cultural 
instituions of "persons who in these spheres actively 
cooperated with the occupants . . . that all text¬ 
books published during the period of subjugation 
would be withdrawn from circulation . . . that there 
would be a systematic purge of the spheres of 
journalism, broadcasting and films.” 

But it was not only a matter of uprooting the 
legacy of fascism. As the Government Programme 
stated, in this sphere it was vital "to build anew, in 
the spirit of the new era and the new needs of the 
state.” 

The basic idea of the Government Programme 
in the cultural sphere was the general demo¬ 
cratization and popularization of the educational 
system and the approach to cultural values. 

Within the framework of the approved measures 
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and in the interest of achieving this main aim it 
was expected that Czech and Slovak schools on 
all levels which had been closed by the Nazis 
would be opened, and that attendance at all 
schools would be available to the broadest stratas. 
Teaching was supposed to be democratized "also 
in the ideological direction", and at the same 
time very concrete obligations of the Government 
were formed on the question of deepening the 
knowledge of the USSR: "...young people will 
appropriately learn about the USSR. The Russian 
language will therefore be included in the new 
curriculum and will be in first place among foreign 
languages. Arrangements will also be made for 
our young people to acquire the necessary knowl¬ 
edge concerning the origin, system of government, 
development, the economy and culture of the 
USSR. . ." 

The Kosice Government Programme contained a 
pledge to enable the broadest stratas to have 
access to other “sources of learning and culture so 
that they serve not only a small group of people 
but all the people, the whole nation . . . Cultural 
ties with our greatest ally - USSR - are to be 
completely renewed.” 

Part of Chapter XV of the Kosice Government 
Programme also endorsed the sovereignty and 
national specifications of the Slovak educational 
system, science, culture and the arts. Here it was 
expressed that all spheres of national life and 
their facilities “will represent Slovak contribution to 
the culture of Czechoslovakia.” 

The Kosice Government Programme, in view 
of existing conditions of political forces could 
not establish more important achievements ac¬ 
complished in Slovakia since the beginning of the 
national and democratic revolution. This concerned 
especially the demand to put the educational 
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system under the state, thus providing a sufficiently 
broad area for fulfilling the accepted principles 
and solution and their deepening and expanding. 
It was important that the Minister of Education in 
the first postwar Czechoslovak Government was 
Zdenek Nejedly and that the post of Minister of 
Information was assigned to Vaclav Kopecky, and 
in the Slovak National Council, education was put 
in charge of Ladislav Novomesky. 

A year after the acceptance of the Kosice 
Government Programme Gustav Husak wrote: "Even 
though a non-cultural policy could exist, there 
cannot be a neutral culture. It certainly has its 
autonomous law of aesthetics, development, and 
others. But it always exists here on earth in a given 
constellation of nation and state. Political forces 
damage or even destroy it, or they can support it. 
And according to this a cultured person makes 
his decisions... I do not know the numerical div¬ 
ision of our intelligentsia according to their politics, 
but I do know that the quality of that intelligentsia 
is socialist, In many other countries masses of 
people have started out on the way to socialism, 
a way to their own freedom, to a better economic 
organization, to higher social justice, to culture for 
all nations. And the progressive intelligentsia are 
going along with them. This process exists here, 
too.” 


The firm attitude of the Communists concerning 
the manner of the realization of the programme 
of national and democratic revolution was made 
quite clear at the conference of officials of the 
CPCz and the CPS in Kosice on April 8, 1945. 

The Chairman of the CPCz, Klement Gottwald, 
characterized at this conference the existing situ¬ 
ation and the tasks set out for Communists as: 
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"Today we are competing with the bourgeoisie for 
the confidence of the nation. We are competing to 
show who can better lead and guide national affairs. 
We have all the prospects of holding our own in 
this fight, and to win .. . Our policy is clear and 
pure and it pursues that which is proclaimed . . , 
That is our priority which we must fully use.” In 
this connection he emphasized the importance of 
the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks for the 
further development of the political and social 
conditions in the country: "We are building a real 
people's state under the motto of the National 
Front, national security. We are not building the 
National Front on our programme - the Communist 
Programme - but on the Government Programme. 
On the social side the National Front means the 
block of the working class, farmers, the small town 
bourgeoisie, the intelligentsia and those parts of 
the democratic bourgeoisie who want to realize our 
programme of the National Front with us. According 
to this we are establishing also our attitude towards 
political parties,” Klement Gottwald based his ideas 
on the realistic evaluation of the existing ratio of 
political forces when he openly stated: “We cannot 
govern alone and neither can they govern without 
us ... but they are even less able to govern without 
us than we without them.” 

“From the point of view of the state system and 
apparatus,” continued Klement Gottwald, "we have 
a clean table... Even though the situation is 
favourable, the main aims are not soviets and 
socialization, but the real systematic realization of 
democratic, national revolution which is going on 
now, right up to the end so that in the future we 
can open the way to new aims and according to 
the possibilities, to open up that way on a broad 
national front and at the head of the nation.” 
Rightly we stress that the National Front which 







originated in the antifascist and national liberation 
struggle and whose chief organizer and leading 
political force was the Communist Party, was logic¬ 
ally the result of the experiences of our people in 
the culminating stages of the fight for freedom at 
the end of the Second World War. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia made the 
effort to have the broad masses led by the revol¬ 
utionary working class, decide on the character of 
the social and political system of the new Republic. 
It created the greatest possibilities for the im¬ 
plementation of their initiatives in which the Party 
rightly saw the main guarantee of the development 
and deepening of the socialist elements of the 
on-going revolution. 
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3. 


INTERNATIONAL CONDITIONS 
AND INTERNAL POLITICAL 
PRECONDITIONS FOR INTENSIFYING 
THE CZECHOSLOVAK REVOLUTION 


At the meeting in the Crimea in Feb¬ 
ruary 1945, representatives of the governments of 
the Soviet Union, the United States and Great 
Britain accepted the Declaration of Free Europe 
containing the principles of the democratic recon¬ 
struction of Europe. It was emphasized therein that 
only under conditions of continuing and develop¬ 
ing cooperation among the three great powers 
and among all peace-loving nations is it possible 
to realize the goal of humanity - a firm and last¬ 
ing peace. At the Crimean Conference it was 
decided to create in the nearest future an inter¬ 
national organization to support peace and secur¬ 
ity. 

Of substantial importance for a peaceful future 
in Europe was the Potsdam Agreement by which the 
participating countries were bound to act not only 
immediately but also in the future and to develop 
maximal efforts to see that the horrors of wars 
would never be repeated. In the interest of lasting 
security and peace the signatories of the Potsdam 
Agreement joined in measures aimed at changing 
the internal life of Germany towards democratic 
principles. The Potsdam Conference convincingly 
showed that states with differing political systems 
can reach agreement on the most important inter¬ 
national problems as long, of course, as they 
specify and give priority to the interests guarantee¬ 
ing the overall peace and security of nations. 

During the Second World War the authority of 
the Soviet Union grew enormously and its inter¬ 
national ties expanded. The number of its followers 
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and true friends increased. Still after the war the 
Soviet Union signed many agreements with countries 
containing not only the principles of alliance in 
the fight against fascism but also principles of co¬ 
operation in the postwar period. 

After the Second World War the influence and 
international political position of the Soviet Union 
grew still further and so did the activities of the 
whole international Communist and national libera¬ 
tion movement. 

The general crisis in the capitalist world deepen¬ 
ed and its second stage began. 

The establishment of the United Nations Organ¬ 
ization and the acceptance of its Charter which 
was based on the general principle of mutual co¬ 
existence of nations with differing social systems, 
created favourable preconditions and possibilities 
for broad cooperation of all states on international 
questions. 

The Soviet Union exerted maximum effort to have 
extremely firm bases laid down lasting and demo¬ 
cratic development, so that nations would be 
forever free of the spectre of new wars. In the effort 
to strengthen peace which had been won at the 
price of immense sacrifices, the Soviet government 
tried to continue cooperation with the great powers 
of the anti-Hitler coalition. Its orientation on secur¬ 
ing and deepening peaceful coexistence of states 
with differing social systems however, came up 
against lack of understanding and opposition of 
the western great powers led by the United States 
which was attempting to secure supremacy in the 
postwar world. 

Immediately after the war relations between the 
victorious powers and their allies were outwardly 
very good. In announcements, proclamations, 
closing communiques on mutual discussions and 
other official documents there was still an assur- 
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ance of good will and the necessity for preserving 
the dearly bought peace and to develop the war¬ 
time tested cooperation. 

It was not long, however, until international re¬ 
action, grouped around American imperialism, 
began to apply its policy "from a position of 
strength.” This emanated from the unreal pre¬ 
condition that the reconstruction of the economy 
of the Soviet Union badly damaged by war would 
take a rather long time, and international reaction 
counted on the economic weakness of the first 
socialist country and the people's democracies in 
central and southeastern Europe. The American 
monopolies decided to take over the role of world 
gendarme and supporter of anti-Communism. From 
a position of military strength and economic su¬ 
periority the American capitalist world tried to unite 
the bourgeois countries under its leadership, to 
isolate the Soviet Union, force it to make con¬ 
cessions and to restore bourgeois conditions in 
countries which took steps on the road to socialism, 
that is non-capitalist development. Imperialist 
circles gradually oriented themselves on military 
preparations, terror and diversions of all kinds 
and on openly unfriendly propaganda, especially 
against the first socialist country. Western powers 
tried in various ways to intervene in the internal 
political conditions in peole’s democratic states. 

Carrying on this effort the West also tried to 
reduce and suppress the influence of Communist 
parties in the countries in their own sphere and 
used all means to support the political position of 
the bourgeoisie and strengthen its political and 
economic ties with Western powers. In their relations 
with Czechoslovakia Western circles also attempted 
to intervene ideologically and politically. Western 
diplomats maintained active contacts with represen¬ 
tatives of Czechoslovak bourgeois parties, and the 
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Vatican tried to intervene by means of misusing 
the religious belief of people and influencing high 
church dignitaries. 

At the beginning of the 1950s William Z. Foster 
wrote that American imperialism did not enter the 
Second World War to protect democracy, but 
only to care for "its imperialistic interests.” It was 
the same after the war. The ink was not yet dry on 
the signatures of important allied documents 
before the USA began to spread the scare of the 
Communist danger, and they were joined by poli¬ 
ticians and propagandists who tried to show that 
the United States and the Western allies achieved 
absolutely nothing from the war, on the contrary, 
that political cooperation with the Soviet Union 
helped to expand the influence of Communist ideol¬ 
ogy in Europe and the world. The signal to open 
anti-Soviet and anti-Communist hysteria in the 
West was the speech by British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill in Fulton on March 5, 1946, in 
which he accused the Soviet Union of interfering in 
the eastern and southeastern area of Europe. 


The liberation of all Czechoslovakia and the 
victorious conclusion of the war in Europe also 
ended the first stage of the Czechoslovak national 
and democratic revolution. Aims were achieved 
which the national liberation movement of Czechs 
and Slovaks formulated as their basic and im¬ 
mediate tasks in harmony with the interests of the 
majority of both nations. In the fight against the 
occupants and their collaborators the power of the 
occupiers and fascist oppression of the Czech and 
Slovak nations was liquidated. This was the basic 
precondition of the restoration of Czechoslovakia 
as an independent and sovereign state of two 
fraternal nations - the Czechs and the Slovaks, 
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this was the starting point of their further devel¬ 
opment. 

From the point of view of possibilities for further 
development of the Czechoslovak national and 
democratic revolution the decisive factor was that 
the restoration of the Czechoslovak Republic was 
not the result of any overthrow brought about by the 
end of the war, but the result of a real revolutionary 
struggle of the broad masses of the people, the 
struggle which began with the Slovak National 
Uprising and then during the liberation, entered 
its new stage. Although the immediate aims of this 
revolutionary struggle were national and generally 
democratic, Czechoslovakia was not restored as a 
bourgeois democratic country but as a people’s 
democratic republic. This means that Czechoslo¬ 
vakia was not re-established in 1945 in its pre-Mu¬ 
nich political status, but that it was a newly born 
Czechoslovak state established on a new basis. The 
first stage of the national and democratic revolution 
ended by making it possible to carry on with the 
second stage in which it was decided whether Cze¬ 
choslovakia would go forward on the road to social¬ 
ist changes or return to a formal democratic bour¬ 
geois system. There was no third road, nor will 
there be any. 

The class determined attitudes and positions 
within the Czechoslovak antifascist movement and 
within the political representation of the new Re¬ 
public became ever more differentiated on the 
soil of the National Front which towards the end of 
the war became an institutional expression of 
politically important forces in post-liberation Cze¬ 
choslovak society. It was a very complicated process 
full of contradictions and reached into all spheres 
of life with various degrees of intensity. It mani¬ 
fested itself especially in the political, state, econ¬ 
omic and ideological spheres. Its course had 
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specific characteristics on the level of the highest 
organs of political and state power and was 
expressed differently among the broad masses of 
the population in the Czech Lands and Slovakia. 
Basically, however, it was a process all of whose 
components led to the basic question of every 
social revolution - the question of power in the 
state. It was a struggle projecting the fight of 
decisive class forces in postwar Czechoslovak 
society. 

The common denominator of the struggle to 
establish and strengthen a people’s democratic 
system in all countries in eastern and southeastern 
Europe was the fact that the leadership of this rev¬ 
olutionary process from the very beginning was the 
working class and its avant-garde - the Communist 
Party. This was manifested as the decisive internal 
precondition of the future victory of the socialist 
revolution. The hegemony of the proletariat and its 
revolutionary parties, their purposeful and basic 
political work among the broad masses of working 
people later led these countries to complete their 
national and democratic revolution and their 
victory of the socialist revolution. The international 
support of the Soviet Union was an external factor 
contributing to strengthening the people’s demo¬ 
cratic system and its socialist development, and it 
made impossible foreign intervention by imperialist 
states and open military aid to reactionary forces 
inside these countries. 

Within such a historical framework the national 
and democratic revolution also began to grow into 
a socialist revolution in Czechoslovakia. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia as the 
leading subjective factor of the revolution knew 
how to realize the historical mission of the working 
class whose leader it had become. The working 
class and most of the other working people united 




on a platform of antifascist and national liberation 
interests and from here originated the basic 
starting point for realizing great ideals of national 
and social liberation of the Czech and Slovak 
people. 

A decisive and irreplaceable precondition of this 
result which is inseparably joined with the achieve¬ 
ments of the first stage of the Czechoslovak national 
and democratic revolution was the position of the 
working class as the leading force of the social 
movement and the Communist Party as the creator 
and most systematic realizer of the programme for 
the further development of socialist elements which 
the revolution embodied from the very beginning. 
On this basis alone it was possible — in the words 
of V. I. Lenin in the spring of 1920 — to find a 
form of transition or approach to the proletarian 
revolution. 

Lenin’s theory and the experiences of the Com¬ 
munist Party of the Soviet Union and other parts of 
the international Communist movement - among 
which was also the Communist Party of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia — confirmed that for victory over capitalism it 
was not sufficient to gain the most advanced part 
of the working class but the working class as a 
whole. For this the political experiences of the 
masses are necessary. If the working class wants to 
solve completely the basic question - that of its 
future power - and begin to realize its own his¬ 
torical mission - that is, to begin social changes 
- it must have the active support of its natural 
allies. In Czechoslovakia especially this means the 
people who work on the farms and the progressive 
intelligentsia. 

After the liberation of Czechoslovakia the majority 
of the working class was influenced politically by 
the Communist Party. The influence of reformism 
which in the past undermined the ability of the 
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working class to be politically active, was markedly 
weakened. This fact resulted in a sharp decline of 
workers as members of the Social Democratic 
Party (in 1946 in the Czech Lands it dropped to 
one-third) and in the fact that the policy of the 
Social Democratic Party was determined by its left- 
wing faction led by Zdenek Fierlinger. The auth¬ 
ority of the working class was importantly strength¬ 
ened by the unity of the trade unions which, 
thanks to the far-sighted policy of the CPCz, had 
already been achieved during the Slovak National 
Uprising and on a nation-wide scale in the spring 
of 1946. 

The unity of the working class as a basis for the 
unity of all people struggling for the realization of 
their great desires and longings was a necessary 
and decisive condition for the successful ac¬ 
complishment of the first stage of the national and 
democratic revolution as well as of the beginning 
of the process of transition into a socialist revol¬ 


ution. 
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It. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA’S 
POLITICAL SYSTEM 
AFTER LIBERATION 


Immediately after May 9, 1945, when 
the process of building up the people's demo¬ 
cratic state was markedly speeded up, the Czechs 
and Slovaks were faced with a momentous double 
task: to eliminate the results of the war in all 
spheres of public life and at the same time to 
realize the aims of the revolution on the basis of the 
Kosice Government Programme. This orientation 
was the basis of the policy of the Czechoslovak 
Communists who guided their actions on the 
absolute necessity, as Klement Gottwald said, to 
realize the aims of the national and democratic 
revolution which had taken place "to the very end 
so that later we could open the way to new goals 
backed by as broad a National Front as possible 
and leading the nation . . 

We rightly stress that the National Front of 
Czechs and Slovaks, which came into being during 
the closing stage of the antifascist and national 
liberation struggle and whose main organizer and 
leading political force was the Communist Party, 
was the logical result of the experiences of the 
people who fought for freedom at the close of the 
Second World War. The CPCz tried to see that the 
masses determined the character of the social and 
political system of the new Republic. It created the 
broadest sphere for applying their initiatives and in 
this it rightly saw the main guarantee of the devel¬ 
opment and deepening of the national and demo¬ 
cratic character of the continuing revolution. 

At a meeting of officials of the CPCz in Prague 
on May 12, 1945, Klement Gottwald stressed that 
the socialist revolution is not on today’s pro- 
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gramme... but the question of the revolution - 
national and systematically democratic. . . The 
Government Programme represents a set of measu¬ 
res and demands which it is necessary to realize as 
national and systematically democratic and their 
realization will give us the guarantee that we can 
advance a step further.” 

The importance of the Kosice Government Pro¬ 
gramme as a programme of revolution especially 
stressed the position of the Government in the 
system of the highest state organs of the restored 
Czechoslovak Republic. In a way it was an unusual 
position in the sense that the first Czechoslovak 
Government was the only highest state organ of 
nation-wide character which reflected real political 
conditions in the liberated Czechoslovak Repub¬ 
lic, since it concerned a Government which orig¬ 
inated on the basis of a new understanding of the 
political system of the National Front and not on 
the principles of bourgeois parliamentarianism 
even though its make-up still corresponded to the 
political party structure. A substantial and very 
important characteristic of the Government, nomi¬ 
nated in Kosice, was that it was the first Govern¬ 
ment in the history of the Republic with representa¬ 
tives of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
which was strong not only numerically but also 
politically. The Government Programme itself dem¬ 
onstrated the high measure of influence of the 
CPCz as the governing party. 

If we take into consideration that in this phase 
of postwar development up to the establishment of 
the Provisional National Assembly of October 28, 
1945, there was no nation-wide legislative organ, 
and legislative authority for nation-wide affairs was 
vested in the President on the suggestion and 
with the approval of the Government; and after 
previous agreement with the Slovak National 
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Council, the importance and status of the first 
Government of the National Front of Czechs and 
Slovaks and with it also the importance and weight 
of its programme, can clearly be seen. 

Representatives of the bourgeois revolt who took 
part in the Government naturally refused to accept 
the National Front in the broader sense fought 
for by the Communists — as a coalition of political 
parties recognized as legal according to agree¬ 
ments between the Moscow led CPCz and President 
Benes in 1943, but as a political and social 
platform of the working class, farmers, intelligentsia 
and antifascist bourgeoisie. 

At the conference of the Communist Party of 
Slovakia on February 28, 1945, in Kosice, Gustav 
Husak said: "As a result of the struggle of the 
Slovak nation and still during the time of its 
underground work, the National Front was created 
jointly by Communists and all democratic workers 
who sincerely defied and fought against fascist 
oppression . .. We call for the National Front of 
the broadest strata of the nation . . . workers, 
farmers, small businessmen, the working intelli¬ 
gentsia and that part of the bourgeoisie which 
behaved honourably during the fascist era, sup¬ 
ported the fight of the Slovak nation against the 
occupants and cooperated with the nation politi¬ 
cally.’’ 

The difference in the understanding of the 
National Front by non-Communist parties and the 
CPCz was a permanet sign of the second stage 
of the Czechoslovak national and democratic rev¬ 
olution and a distinct symptom of growing class 
dissension. In the final result this difference was 
one of the factors which inevitably led to the clash 
between the bourgeoisie and the workers led by the 
CPCz in February 1948. 

The second reason that during and immediately 
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after the liberation of Czechoslovakia the National 
Front was only a kind of political fact and a block 
of social groups agreeing with the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme was because it mainly lacked 
some objective preconditions for its organizational 
formation according to the ideas of the CPCz. 
This means chiefly that the unified mass social 
organizations began to originate only after liber¬ 
ation. As late as by June 8, 1945, the CPCz along 
with representatives of the Social Democratic Party 
and the National Socialist Party agreed to set up 
unified trade unions, cooperatives, recreation, 
physical training and other social organizations as 
well as a unified organization of farmers. Therefore 
the CPCz determined that these organizations 
should have their representatives in the National 
Front and that it must at that time absolutely 
remain on the level of a political programme. 

The troubles during the fighting for the concep¬ 
tion of unified organizations stemmed first of all 
from the position of the non-Communist parties 
which gradually transpired into an openly destruc¬ 
tive policy. This conception, however, was not 
unanimously accepted even by all members of the 
Communist Party. In many places there was a lack 
of understanding which originated from sectarian 
attitudes such as attempts to create a special 
youth organization similar to the Komsomol, or the 
opposition to former members of trade unions and 
other organizations, and so on. The Communists 
in the physical training organizations in Slovakia 
where the Sokol organization did not have such a 
deep tradition lacked understanding for using it as 
a basis of a unified physical training group. On 
the other hand, however, there was the positive fact 
that the trade unions were consolidated on a rev¬ 
olutionary basis during the Slovak National Up¬ 
rising. 
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The struggle for united social organizations 
formed an integral part of the development of the 
Czechoslovak national and democratic revolution 
at its second stage. This was an inevitable stage of 
the realization of the policy of the National Front 
on a higher level, an inevitable precondition so 
that the basic principle of the National Front, 
expressing participation of the working people in 
the management of society by means of social 
organizations, could be formulated as an urgent 
and real task. 

The Communist Party devoted careful attention 
to the clarification of the tactics of the National 
Front immediately after liberation because for the 
Party members and the general public it was a new 
and relatively little known element of Communist 
policy. 

In all his speeches on liberated territory Klement 
Gottwald explained the basic characteristics of the 
Party lines in this sphere. On the mission and 
substance of the National Front he spoke at a 
meeting of officials of the Communist Party of Slo¬ 
vakia in Kosice on April 8, 1945, and also at the 
first Prague meeting of functionaries of the CPCz 
on May 12. 1945, where he said: "As far as the 
National Front is concerned it should naturally 
include, besides the political parties, organizations 
of the working people, the trade unions, cooperat¬ 
ives, youth organizations, physical training and 
other national and people's organizations. Within 
the framework of this National Front, whose core 
and according to our wish whose leading force is, 
or should be, a block of classes as the socialist 
parties were called before - the national block of 
three parties: Communist, Social Democratic and 
Czech Socialists . . . we are in favour of the three 
workers’ parties forming now a firm political 
national block which organizationally will be based 
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in the factories, towns and naturally also in the 
government." 

Discussion on cooperation between representa¬ 
tives of the three socialist parties was begun on the 
liberated territory in Kosice from the 13th to the 
21st of April 1945 and continued in Prague in 
June 1945. 

According to the CPCz’s conception at that time 
the National block was to enable the influencing of 
the Social Democratic Party and the National 
Socialist Party in the direction of a more revol¬ 
utionary approach and to prevent reactionary and 
right-wing elements from gaining power in the 
leadership of these parties. On the other hand 
there was supposed to be a platform bringing 
together all three parties while at the same time 
playing the role of a kind of brake to withhold the 
premature efforts to amalgamate them. In some 
parts of Bohemia this question had already become 
quite real. 

However, the amalgamation of the three socialist 
parties on a platform of a national block could not 
be realized. In June 1945 Zdenek Fierlinger for the 
Social Democratic Party, Klement Gottwald for the 
Communist Party and Petr Zenkl for the National 
Socialist Party signed an agreement concerning 
the joint attitude to a national block of the working 
people in towns and villages, but gradually the 
lines of the three parties began to get further and 
further apart as the leading positions in the 
socialist parties were captured by right-wing and 
reactionary forces. After the end of 1945 the idea 
of a national block in political life in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia began to fade and the CPCz set up its own 
guideline explicitly on the policy of the National 
Front. 

In the struggle to fulfil the revolutionary legacy 
of the culminating stage of the national liberation 
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struggle and for fulfilling the Communist conception 
of the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks, the 
efforts to create in Czechoslovakia a united trade 
union organization played an important role. At 
the beginning of June 1945 at a meeting of the 
Central Council of Trade Unions, the CPCz elected 
Antonin Zapotocky Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Trade Union Movement (ROH), thus achieving as 
a leader an experienced Communist and trade 
union official who provided the guarantee that 
along with other Communists he would achieve the 
setting-up of a united trade union organization. 
At the first all-Slovak Conference of the Central 
Trade Union Organization in Slovakia in October 
1945 the idea of a unified trade union organiz¬ 
ation was supported by Slovak trade unionists. On 
January 30, 1946, in Prague the first state-wide 
all-trade union conference met to evaluate the 
activities of the Central Trade Union Council after 
liberation and set forth the further bases for steps 
to be taken in trade union activities. As the main 
task it called for the first nation-wide consolidating 
congress of the Revolutionary Trade Union Move¬ 
ment. 

Gradually it was possible to establish a unified 
social organization - in June 1945 the founding 
congress of the Union of Czech Youth met in 
Prague. On June 22, 1945, the Union of Friends 
of the USSR renewed its activities. The consolidation 
procedure also took place within the framework 
of the organization of the antifascist fighters 
and political prisoners. By a decree’) of the Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic dated October 27, 1945, the 
Union of Defence was created which was to secure 
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the broadest participation of the population for 
the defence of the state. The founding General 
Assembly of this Union met on December 16, 1945, 
in Prague. Preparations were also going on for the 
establishment of the Unified Union of Czech 
Farmers and the Unified Union of Slovak Farmers 
which were created at the end of 1945. 

Reactionary elements also penetrated the lead¬ 
ing organs of several organizations in order to 
unfavourably influence their activities, sometimes 
very definitely against the interests of the people’s 
democratic system. For instance the Sokol physical 
training organization became the domain of for¬ 
mer functionaries who, for the most part, belonged 
to the National Socialist Party and comprised its 
most right-wing element. They used this physical 
training organization for aims against the interests 
of the people. Similarly the newly created Union of 
Defence came under the influence of reactionary 
officers — members of the Czechoslovak army in 
Great Britain — and did not fulfil their mission 
which had been set forth by law. Certain problems 
also arose in the unified agricultural unions where 
the agrarian bourgeoisie tried to penetrate into 
leading positions. All these problems were not 
solved until after February 1948. 

The highest legislative body of the Czechoslovak 
Republic - the Provisional National Assembly - 
was established on the basis of the constitutional 
decree*) of the President of the Republic dated 
August 25, 1945, and was elected on October 14, 
1945, on the basis of a joint list of candidates 
chosen from all parties of the National Front and 
social organizations. On October 28, 1945, it met 
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in session for the first time and remained in 
session until June 8, 1946, when a Constitutional 
National Assembly was chosen in a general elec¬ 
tion. 

Article 2 of the Constitutional Decree of the 
President of the Republic set forth the tasks of the 
Provisional National Assembly. This organ was 
empowered to: 1. confirm President Benes in his 
function until new elections for president could be 
held; 2. appropriately exercise the authority of the 
National Assembly. 

Even though it could appear that in setting-up 
the highest legislative state organ the old parlia¬ 
mentary customs were completely preserved, this 
was not exactly so. The classical parliamentary 
practice was broken by the specification concerning 
the election of the Provisional National Assembly,*) 
according to which "Besides nominees from political 
parties, the list of candidates should also include 
proportionately persons nominated by various 
organizations and other important elements of 
public life.” This specification distinctly showed 
the new character of legislative power and creation 
of representative organs in a people's democratic 
state conceived in that spirit of the National Front 
which was fought for by the Communists. 

A still greater break with bourgeois parliamen¬ 
tary conception of legislative power were the grad¬ 
ual legal changes concerning the position and 
mission of the National Committees as local organs 
of state power and administration. 

The Constitutional Decrees of the President of 
the Republic dated December 4, 1944, concerning 
National Committees and the Provisional National 


*) Paragraph 4 of Government Regulations No. 48/1945, Coll. 
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Assembly looked upon these committees as tem¬ 
porary organs of public administration and limited 
their functioning just for the duration of the war 
(mainly as organizers of the antifascist struggle) 
and for the transition period (as instruments of 
restoring political and economic life in the Repub¬ 
lic) which was generally understood to be the 
period until the establishment of a legislative body. 
The situation created by the Slovak National Up¬ 
rising on the territory where it took place, the 
taking over of power by the National Committees on 
the gradually liberated territory of eastern Slovakia 
and the position acquired by National Committees 
in the Czech Lands - all this confirmed the correct¬ 
ness and realism of the conception of the CPCz. 
This contributed to the fact that the National 
Committees were firmly established in the Kosice 
Government Programme as permanent organs of 
people's power whose competence was designed to 
be more extensive even though it was not stated 
in the Programme that they were organs of state 
power. 

In Slovakia the status of the National Com¬ 
mittees was set forth by a regulation*) of the Pres¬ 
idium of the Slovak National Council dated April 7, 
1945. This regulation, relying on the experiences 
from the Slovak National Uprising and on the 
actual situation on the liberated territory of eastern 
Slovakia where National Committees were real and 
exclusive local organs of state power and adminis¬ 
tration in communities and districts, established I 
for the National Committees all over Slovakia the 
status of local organs of state power and adminis- 


*) No. 26/1945, Collection of Regulations issued by the Slo¬ 
vak National Council concerning National Committees 








tration. At the same time this regulation cancelled 
the local, district and regional offices as institutions 
of the former bureaucratic political administration. 
Thus the basis for people's democratic power was 
established on the territory of Slovakia. 

The legal set-up of the position of National Com¬ 
mittees in Slovakia was positively reflected in the 
Government Regulation of May 5, 1945.*) The fact 
that the National Committees were established as 
permanent local organs of state power and admin¬ 
istration substantially approached the real fulfil¬ 
ment of the idea that people really are the only 
source of state power. 

The breaking up of the bourgeois system of state 
administration and the creation of a legal basis 
for the construction of a unified system of the 
organs of state power beginning with local National 
Committees up to the highest representative 
bodies meant - along with putting through the 
principle of being able to recall deputies - a 
serious interference into the bourgeois conception 
of organization and exercising of state power. 
When we consider that the legal set-up of the 
status of the National Committees as organs of 
state power and administration was realized even 
before the liberation of the whole territory of Cze¬ 
choslovakia it must be said that the second stage 
of the national and democratic revolution also had 
good preconditions from the point of view of build¬ 
ing up a system of organs of people's democratic 
state power. 

The experience gained by the new people’s 
power in organizing the work of National Com¬ 
mittees was very valuable capital for the future. 


*) No. 4/1945, Coll. 
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The activities of the National Committees in this 
phase of the national and democratic revolution 
were also hindered by the fact that, as in the case 
of the Provisional National Assembly and the 
Government, they were created on the principle of 
parity. At that time the application of this principle 
had a positive meaning because all parties were 
included in the responsibility for the accepted pro¬ 
gramme. However, on the other hand, it brought 
a number of problems especially concerning 
personnel. 

From the foregoing it is obvious that the struc¬ 
ture of the organs of state power and adminis¬ 
tration of the Czechoslovak Republic at the time of 
liberation and from the point of view of conditions 
of class forces was basically different from the pre- 
Munich republic. This, next to liberation, was the 
most important result of the first stage of the 
national and democratic revolution. It was the 
greatest victory of the progressive forces of the 
national liberation movement led by the CPCz. An 
outstanding swing of state power to the left, the 
weakening of the political position of the bour¬ 
geoisie and the establishment of firm principles 
of the people’s democratic system in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia were important circumstances which had to be 
examined, followed and developed. 
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5 . 


AT THE BEGINNING 
OF HISTORIC CHANGES 


From May 1945 when the Soviet Army 
definitely liberated the whole of Czechoslovakia the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia proved to the 
general public that it was a force capable of solv¬ 
ing with statesmanlike wisdom complicated postwar 
political, economic, social and cultural problems, 
that it could solve these problems, in the first 
place, in the interests of the working man and with 
the aim of ridding him of any kind of exploitation 
and oppression. This policy inevitably achieved for 
the Communist Party further sympathy and strength¬ 
ened its position; but on the other hand, 
naturally, it provoked reactionary forces to ever 
more harsh and deliberate actions. However, this 
only confirmed the fact that the ratio of political 
forces was in favour of the Communist Party and its 
programme, and that its leading position in the 
political life of society and within the framework of 
the National Front rested on internal revolutionary 
sources. 

The Communist Party of Slovakia which during the 
transition of the national and democratic revolution 
into the socialist revolution also continued to 
work as an independent political force in Slovak 
national politics, was a leader in the efforts for 
reconstruction of the war damaged economy. 

The postwar Republic inherited the devastated 
economy. The means of production were, for the 
most part, put out of operation, and production in 
most branches fell to a minimum. In May 1945 
production of brown coal, for instance, dropped to 
34 per cent, pig iron to 10 per cent and steel to 
a mere 3.5 per cent of the prewar level. Many 
important means of production, and especially 
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communications, were completely destroyed or 
could begin to operate only at a fraction of the 
prewar capacity. Grain production in 1945 reached 
only 69 per cent of the average 1934—1938 level. 
The value and status of farm animals was also 
decimated. 

The economy was in a dire situation in the border 
areas of Bohemia and Moravia where many factor¬ 
ies were completely without financial means, pro¬ 
duction and technological documentation and in 
some places even without means of production, 
but also without the German specialists who did 
not return after the war or who ran away as the 
liberating Soviet Army advanced. In these areas the 
transportation, post, health and other services 
were completely paralyzed. 

Economic and social conditions also resulted in 
disorganization of supplies, speculation and black 
marketing. 

The process of restoration of economic life in 
Slovakia came about even more slowly than in 
Bohemia. Slovakia was much more deeply affected 
by direct consequences of the war. Its railroad and 
road networks were almost completely destroyed. 
Eastern Slovakia had no regular connection with 
western Slovakia and the Czech Lands. Industrial 
factories were destroyed or put out of working order. 
Two-thirds of the original railroad locomotives and 
almost 80 per cent of the waggons were missing. 
Houses in more than half of the villages were 
destroyed or badly damaged. The number of farm 
animals fell by one-half and pigs to 20 per cent 
of the prewar production. 

Slovakia's agricultural backwardness added to 
its economic problems. While one-fourth of the 
people had been employed in industries, trade 
and coal mining, 52 per cent had worked in 
agriculture and forestry. 
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Not only was the greater part of the population 
of Slovakia employed in agriculture, but in that 
part of the country there were unfavourable social 
and class conditions and an unfavourable struc¬ 
ture of farm population with most of the people 
being small farmers and cottagers. The hunger for 
land in Slovakia could not be compared with the 
situation in Bohemia and Moravia where the land 
was cultivated to a great extent by big land 
owners and middle farmers. 

In the process of getting rid of the results of war 
damages and creating social values, people came 
into closer touch with the new, people’s democratic 
power. According to the organization and results 
of the work inspired and led by this power, people 
judged, compared and evaluated words and deeds. 

Czech and Slovak Communists who became the 
leaders and were in the front lines of builders of 
the new life were aware that the most important 
political task of the time was to restore the national 
economy. Their authority grew rapidly and it was 
manifested, too, in an important expansion of 
membership in the Party. While at the end of the 
war in May 1945 there were 37,000 registered Com¬ 
munists, by the end of August the number had 
increased to 712,000. By the end of 1945 there 
were 197,000 members of the Communist Party of 
Slovakia. 

The activity of Communists in organs and organ¬ 
izations of the National Front was aimed at the 
consistent fulfilling of the tasks of the Kosice 
Government Programme organically joined with ac¬ 
tivities of representatives of the CPCz in the Govern¬ 
ment of the Republic. Their constructive policy was 
applied already while the Government was based 
in Bratislava (May 6-10, 1945), for instance during 
discussions of the plan for establishing labour 
conscription, the decrees on national administration 
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and on leading the state economy. Communist 
ministers were members of Government delegations 
which secured the activity of the National Com¬ 
mittees and the whole social and political life in 
liberated areas of south Moravia and in the Ostra¬ 
va region. Again it was Klement Gottwald who after 
coming to Prague delivered the Government proc¬ 
lamation on May 11 on the character of the new 
Republic in which he called on the Czech and Slo¬ 
vak nations to work towards fulfilling the tasks of 
the Kosice Government Programme. 

An important internal political factor of the new 
era of the Czechoslovak people’s democratic state 
was the solving of Czech-Slovak relations and 
especially the question of competence between 
the Government of the Republic and the Slovak 
National Council. 

The pre-Munich bourgeois democratic Republic 
created the framework and certain conditions for 
Slovaks to realize themselves as a modern nation 
of the new era, but as a state in which the Czech 
bourgeoisie had the superior position this Repub¬ 
lic did not and could not solve the mutual relations 
between Czechs and Slovaks. Gustav Husak ex¬ 
pressed this as follows: "The bourgeois regime did 
not know how to solve the basic nationality question 
in Czechoslovakia, that is, the relations between 
Czechs and Slovaks, Today we know with what 
difficulties and delay this question was installed 
even in the Communist movement in Czechoslovakia 
and this was only on the level of a general dec¬ 
laration. Practically until the end of the Second 
World War there was no concrete programme 
here for solving the relations between Czechs and 
Slovaks.” Such a programme came into being by 
the time of the Slovak National Uprising, and it 
concerned the conception of solving relations 
between Czechs and Slovaks on the basis of 
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equality and equal rights within a federative state. 

As far as the practical solution of relations and 
especially of the position of the Czech and Slovak 
nations within the postwar Republic was concerned, 
the years from liberation to the Victorious Feb¬ 
ruary 1948 are of special significance since it was 
during this time that Czechoslovak statehood 
assumed a specific asymmetrical form. The concep¬ 
tion of the policy for a solution of the nationality 
problem, established and fought for by the Slovaks 
during the national liberation struggle in 1944, 
was temporarily pushed into the background. 

An asymmetrical model of the structure of the 
postwar state of Czechoslovakia was anchored in 
Kosice Government Programme. The fact that the 
Programme spoke only of central and Slovak 
national organs shows the complete predominance 
of the ideas on the asymmetrical arrangement of 
Czech-Slovak relations. Such a situation developed 
in spite of the fact that the Programme included 
some federative elements counted on by the Slo¬ 
vak politicians and the leadership of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Slovakia during the Uprising. 

The relation of class forces at the time of the 
transition of the Czechoslovak national and demo¬ 
cratic revolution into a socialist revolution must be 
considered to be the main cause of retreat from 
the consistent conception which originated during 
the Uprising concerning new relations between 
Czechs and Slovaks (including the aspect of state 
structure). As a further cause we can mention the 
influence of the conception of Masaryk and Benes 
of Czechoslovakism from which follows the under¬ 
standing that state unitarianism represents the 
only possibility and under Czechoslovak conditions, 
on adequate solution of Czech-Slovak relations 
within the state. The influence of these two facts 
was reciprocal in the aforesaid period. 
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Klement Gottwald spoke about these problem¬ 
atics very realistically in connection with the point 
of view formulated by the Slovak Communists at the 
Kosice Conference of the Communist Party of Slo¬ 
vakia from February 28 to March 1, 1945, and also 
during the evaluation of the decree of the Slovak 
National Council on March 2, 1945, "in the matter 
of strengthening the position of the Slovak nation 
in the Czechoslovak Republic . . In reply Klement 
Gottwald said: “You, Slovak Communists, who have 
lived through the last six years at home already 
know what awaits you there. But in the Czech Lands, 
where the most uncompromising Czechoslovakist 
Benes has great authority over the broadest 
masses in our nation, where public opinion is noti 
even prepared for a federative solution, the Com-j 
munists (as long as they uncompromisingly support 
this solution) could suffer an unpleasant defeat in 
the first parliamentary elections. This would cer¬ 
tainly complicate the development of the whole of 
Czechoslovakia towards socialism, so that in the 
beginning of the national and democratic revol¬ 
ution it is necessary... to try to reach a reasonable 
compromise.” 

The search for a "reasonable compromise' 
which was to be found in Chapter VI of the Kosicq 
Government Programme was thus contingent on 
the efforts of the Slovak National Council, the Com¬ 
munist Party of Slovakia and the leadership of the 
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia to: 1. respect to 
a certain extent the ideas of the political rep¬ 
resentation of the Czech bourgeois resistance in 
order not to upset the platform on the basis of 
which was formulated a National Front of Czechs 
and Slovaks; 2. respect Klement Gottwald’s ex 
pression of the unpreparedness of Czech public 
opinion on the federative solution of relation 
between Czechs and Slovaks. 
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It was naturally decisive that the competence of 
the Slovak National Council on the territory of Slo¬ 
vakia even after the proclamation of the Kosice 
Government Programme remained very wide-spread 
and unlimited in the application of government 
and executive power. The agreement of the Slovak 
national organs was also necessary for the ac¬ 
ceptance of regulations applying to the whole 
country. The only exceptions were the decrees con¬ 
cerning foreign policy, foreign trade and defence 
of the state. These spheres were completely within 
the competence of central organs. The Slovak 
national interests were secured in the ministries of 
foreign affairs, national defence and foreign trade 
by state secretaries with political status equal to 
members of the Government. If a Czech minister was 
chosen, then his deputy had to be a Slovak, and 
vice versa. 

Chapter VI of the Kosice Government Pro¬ 
gramme stated that "the future division of com¬ 
petence between central and Slovak organs will be 
decided between lawful representatives of the 
Czech and Slovak nations." However, the division 
of competence between central and Slovak 
national organs was not solved constitutionally but 
in the form of three so-called Prague political 
agreements. The first two were the result of dis¬ 
cussions between the Government and a delegation 
of the Slovak National Council, and the third was 
the result of discussions between Czech and Slovak 
representatives of political parties of the National 
Front. 

The first Prague agreement was signed on 
June 2, 1945. During the discussion about its work- 
'ng the representatives of the Central Committee 
°f the Communist Party of Slovakia and the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslova¬ 
kia jointly resisted the nationalistic tendencies of 
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the Czech bourgeois parties which consisted in the 
attempt of the People’s Party and the National 
Socialist Party to fight for the so-called regional 
system in Slovakia and thus degrade the Slovak 
National Council to the status of a provincial 
administrative organ. Representatives of the CPCz 
and the CPS adhered to the resolution of its joint 
meeting before the discussion concerning the first 
Prague agreement and firmly refused attempts to 
doubt the importance of the Slovak National 
Council in the life of Slovakia and the state. The 
result of their joint approach was that the Slovak i 
National Council preserved its status as the highest 
organ embodying the equal rights of the Slovak 
nation in the political mechanism of Czechoslova¬ 
kia. However, they did not succeed in solving the 
problem of Czech-Slovak relations within the struc¬ 
ture of the state. 

The Presidential Decree*) concerning the con¬ 
fiscation of enemy property was based on principles 
similar to those applied to measures aimed at 
purging social and political life. The decree related 
to all property owned by enemies of the Czecho¬ 
slovak state which was confiscated without com¬ 
pensation and it was effective all over the country. 

It was aimed mostly against foreign bourgeois 
and so there was no problem concerning its 
enforcement. Even non-Communist parties approved 
of this confiscation and gave it their full support 
during the discussions over the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme. They expected that on the basis 
of the confiscation of enemy property the Czech 
and Slovak bourgeoisie would be able to 
strengthen its own economic position. However, 


*) No. 108/1945, Coll. 
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there were problems and difficulties as usual with 
the realization of this decree which touched for the 
most part on who would be the future owners of the 
confiscated property. On this the views of the Com¬ 
munist Party of Czechoslovakia and the represen¬ 
tatives of the non-Communist parties substantially 
differed. 

Part of the confiscated property (the so-called 
small properties) according to the decree was 
assigned to new owners who paid a specified 
amount for it. But most of such property (the so- 
called middle and big properties) was put under 
national management which was looked upon as a 
temporary arrangement. Confiscated big property 
was nationalized according to the decrees of the 
President of the Republic, which were proclaimed 
at the same time as the decree on confiscation. 
The property which was placed under national 
administration because it did not come under the 
nationalization decrees represented rather large 
objects of industrial production, about 10 per cent 
of the overall industry in the country. Their further 
fate was not decided until February 1948, in a 
bitter fight between the working class and trade 
union movement under the leadership of the CPCz 
on the one side and the bourgeoisie supported 
by non-Communist parties on the other. The working 
class demanded that this property be combined 
with the nationalized enterprises, but the bour¬ 
geoisie wanted to create from it private enter¬ 
prises and with their help strengthen their own 
economic power in the state. (This struggle was 
decided after the February Victory in 1948 when the 
confiscated property was nationalized.) 

While the collection of retributive legal norms 
had a marked political character because they 
Were used to adjust conditions in the sphere of 
Political relations and their basic characteristic was 
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repression of political penal acts, the complex of 
confiscatory norms expressed political values also 
by the fact that their core was the legal economic 
recourse against certain groups of people. The 
common sign of retributive and confiscatory norms 
was aimed against people who were guilty of acting 
against the interests of the Czechoslovak state. The 
circle of people affected by confiscatory legal 
norms, however, was broader because besides 
war criminals, occupants, traitors and collaborators 
prosecuted according to the retributive norm, con¬ 
fiscation affected also all people of German and 
Hungarian nationality except for those who had 
actively taken part in the fight for the preservation 
of the integrity and for the liberation of the Cze¬ 
choslovak Republic. 

Confiscation norms were the first important inter¬ 
vention by the people’s democratic state power into 
conditions of ownership in the state. They did not 
exceed the framework of the national and demo¬ 
cratic revolution, but they were definitely of an 
antibourgeois character since besides liquidation 
of strong economic positions of foreign bourgeoisie 
they limited the economic power of parts of the 
domestic bourgeoisie. 

The first measure of the people’s democratic 
state in this sphere was the placing of enterprises 
and other properties of physical and legal persons 
under national administration according to Presi¬ 
dential Decree.*) The introduction of national 
administration belonged to the competence of 
organs of people's power - National Committees - 
which had broad legal power also in the dividing 
up of confiscated farm land, a provision which held 


*) No. 5/1945, Coll. 
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great importance in the application of people’s 
democratic power. This formed the first precedence 
of direct influence and control of the people over 
the management of the national economy and was 
later applied to an ever greater extent during 
nationalization. 

The measure concerning national administration 
was actually realized with revolutionary consistency 
and without delay. In the course of several weeks 
from the issuing of the decree by the President 
almost four-fifths of the total number of workers 
employed in factories and enterprises were put 
under national administration and by the end of 
August 1945 their number reached almost 950,000. 
The political and class importance of this was 
appraised by Klement Gottwald on June 23, 1945, 
in a speech at a manifestation in Brno where he 
stated: "Today we probably do not have in the 
Republic a single large enterprise or big bank 
where the former masters are still sitting ... It is 
possible that many of them who were affected by 
the implementation of national administration are 
thinking that the revolutionary wave, as they say, 
will recede, that people will have a chance to give 
vent to their revolutionary feeling and complaints 
and then they will return to the places from which 
they were thrown out.” 

"We think that in the name of all of you and 
in the name of the people of Czechoslovakia we 
can categorically declare that we shall not go 
backwards and that we shall never let these men 
return to the positions from which we have man¬ 
aged to get them out at great sacrifice. We can 
tell them that our people and our workers, office 
workers and the whole nation will prove that they 
will know how to manage the property that was built 
by their sweat and labour without the masters, 
without exploiters and their henchmen.” 
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It was possible to engage ever broader stratas 
of the population in a concentrated effort to 
strengthen basic achievements of the revolution 
and thus secure speedy restoration of a reliable 
process of production, transportation and a steady 
supply of goods. This was shown in the cooperation 
and mutual help of the working class and the 
farmers in carrying out economic tasks, voluntary 
brigade work the initiative of youth in agriculture 
and the pride in their work. In the summer months 
of 1945 the help of the Czech working class was 
distinctly shown during the reconstruction of 
industry and the restoration of the transportation 
network in Slovakia. 

The CPCz deepened its policy of active and 
fruitful cooperation on the platform of the National 
Front which, under the circumstances, was a 
decisive factor in obtaining the confidence of the 
working people. Its struggle for consistent demo¬ 
cratization and a positive solution of nation-wide 
interests bore fruit. It was gaining ground in the 
thinking of those strata of the population which in 
the pre-Munich years were rather isolated from its 
political influence - mainly in the thinking of the 
artisans, small businessmen and farmers. 

The evolution of socialist elements in the pro¬ 
gramme of the national and democratic revolution, 
that is, elements which surpassed that programme 
reached a new and higher stage in the autumn of 
1945. The Communist led progressive and demo¬ 
cratic forces in our society brought forth the ques¬ 
tion of nationalization with full pressure. 







6 . 


NATIONALIZATION 
AND LAND REFORM 


In July 1945 when the open struggle 
for the future of enterprises under national man¬ 
agement got under way the workers from the 
regions of Ostrava, Most, Bratislava and other in¬ 
dustrial places resolutely demanded nationalization. 
With the same demands employees of banks, iron 
and steel works, power stations, many engineering 
enterprises and other branches of industry came 
to the Ministry of Industry, the Government and the 
Board of Commissioners. 

A many-sided political campaign developed 
around the question of nationalization. Fighting 
for its speedy realization were not only Communists 
and other revolutionary elements of working people 
influenced by them, but also their partners in the 
block of the Czech reform parties. Trade unionists 
especially were strongly in favour of nationaliz¬ 
ation. At joint discussions of the Central Council of 
Trade Unions and the Centre of the Trade Union 
Organizations in Slovakia there was a categorical 
demand for nationalization. 

Representatives of the bourgeoisie on the other 
hand tried to sidetrack discussions concerning 
nationalization decrees. 

The bourgeois forces in Slovakia were almost 
unanimous in their approach to this question 
even though nationalization did not touch so many 
enterprises there as in the Czech Lands. During 
Preparations for nationalization representatives of 
Industrial capital tried to hinder the transfer of the 
9reatest number of production facilities into social 
ownership, as in the case of property confiscated 
ffom enemies and traitors. 

Under pressure of the workers’ demands a 
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special commission for the nationalization of in¬ 
dustry began to work within the Ministry of Industry 
in Prague and special bodies were formed to 
prepare nationalization measures. 

All delaying manoeuvres of bourgeois political 
forces were systematically opposed by the working 
class whose point of view was expressed in the trade 
union press, in resolutions and messages from 
factories and at tens of workers’ meetings. "We 
shall not remain immobile on the road to national¬ 
ization and democratization of our economy," 
said Klement Gottwald at a meeting of workers in the 
Krc district of Prague on July 15, 1945. “We shall 
go forward. The question of the nationalization of 
banks, insurance companies, the sources of en¬ 
ergy, mining and the metallurgical industry as well 
as heavy and light industry in general has ma¬ 
tured." 

On the 18th of August the Central Trade Unions 
Council assembled and decided among other things 
on measures which should be realized in order to 
speed up and give support to the process of 
formulating the decrees on nationalization. This 
conference, also attended by Slovak representa¬ 
tives, presented drafts of decrees to the trade 
union members on August 23, in Prague. An 
important contribution to the question of national¬ 
ization was made by the Communist Party of Slovakia 
at its conference in Zilina in August 1945, stress¬ 
ing that the nationalization of banking institutes, 
sources of energy and industrial enterprises was 
a condition for the speedy and planned recon¬ 
struction of Slovakia. 

In September and October 1945 a stormy 
struggle over the approval and content of national¬ 
ization measures took place in the Government. 
The resistance of the non-Communist parties was 
confronted daily with the attitude of the working 
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people as expressed at mass manifestations and 
factory and trade union meetings in various parts 
of the Republic. 

Klement Gottwald said in September 1945 at a 
manifestation in Pilsen: "First of all there exists an 
old rule which says that the iron must be struck 
while hot, and secondly, that people, the nation 
and all who sincerely wish for the good of the people 
and the country, will welcome it if nationalization 
will be realized in the form of a decree and by the 
Government still prior to the establishment of the 
National Assembly... It is also said: that which 
goes slowly will not run away, but our experience 
shows that in the year 1918 what was going slowly 
actually ran away and this time we do not want to 
have it happen again.” 

The joint efforts of progressive forces in the 
struggle for nationalization were crowned with suc¬ 
cess. On October 24, 1945, President Edvard Be- 
nes signed the nationalization decrees and all 
enterprises and factories employing more than 
500 people and certain branches and enterprises 
with more than 150 employees became national 
property. 

Nationalization was realized by the proclamation 
of four Presidential decrees which applied to the 
whole country. They were Decree No. 100/1945, Coll, 
on the nationalization of mines and some industrial 
enterprises, Decree No. 101/1945, Coll., on the 
nationalization of some enterprises of the food in¬ 
dustry, Decree No. 102/1945, Coll., on the national¬ 
ization of banks, and Decree No. 103/1945, Coll., 
on the nationalization of private insurance com¬ 
panies. 

Nationalization was ceremonially proclaimed at a 
manifestation in Prague on October 25, 1945. All 
private insurance companies and joint-stock banks 
(financial capital) and almost 61 per cent (accord- 
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ing to number of employees) of all industry, 
accounting for 75 per cent of the total industrial 
production in Czechoslovakia, were nationalized. 
This was a profound intervention into conditions of 
private ownership in Czechoslovakia. 

Besides political and economic consequences, 
nationalization created a firm foundation for a 
new form of economic relations which could suc¬ 
cessfully develop in the direction of the socialist 
concept of ownership. This meant a deep incursion 
into the economic structure of Czechoslovakia 
which necessarily had to reflect positively on the 
further development of the relation of class forces 
in the whole country. 

Nationalized enterprises, banks and insurance 
companies began in difficult postwar economic 
circumstances to solve tasks put before them by 
the state and the Government and which resulted 
from the general aims of reconstruction and the 
restoration of the Czechoslovak national economy. 

The nationalization decrees were undoubtedly 
the biggest and most important contribution towards 
strengthening the people’s democratic system in 
Czechoslovakia and for strengthening the people’s 
democratic character of the Czechoslovak legal 
order in the first phase of the second stage of the 
national and democratic revolution. They strength¬ 
ened and broadened the power positions of the 
working class and made into law basic socialist de¬ 
mands. There was compensation for nationalized 
property but not for that which had been con¬ 
fiscated. 

Nationalization had a great effect on the econ¬ 
omic position of the Czech and Slovak bourgeoisie, 
and it entrusted the major part of Czechoslovak 
industry to the management of the people’s demo¬ 
cratic state. 

The enacting of the nationalization decrees was 


84 





a major victory for those forces which were sincerely 
involved in the development of the national and 
democratic revolution in Czechoslovakia, and it 
evoked the sharp opposition of the Czechoslovak 
bourgeoisie. When their representatives found 
themselves unable to prevent the passing of the 
nationalization decrees, they at least slowed down 
their implementation and this complicated not 
only the economic but also the political situation 
in the country. The attitude of the Democratic 
Party was typical. Its chairman, Dr. Josef Lettrich, 
while speaking of nationalization at a meeting of 
the Slovak National Front in December 1945 as 
a successful process for Slovakia, accused the 
national decrees of not taking into consideration 
the legal status of Slovakia. This was used by the 
"Democrats” without hesitation to hinder and post¬ 
pone the actual nationalization. Similar manoeuvres 
were followed by some representatives of the Natio¬ 
nal Socialist Party and the People's Party at discus¬ 
sions on the proclamation of the nationalization de¬ 
crees as laws at the Provisional National Assembly. 

After the enactment of the nationalization 
decrees, big enterprises became state property, 
but on the question of what to do about minor 
enterprises two points of view were gradually taken. 
Bourgeois representatives at every discussion stood 
for the return of confiscated property (this meant 
some 10 per cent of all industry) into private 
hands. They tried to have it returned to the former 
owners (especially if it was profitable). They looked 
for ways to weaken the nationalization sector and 
strengthen the economic power of private business¬ 
men. On this question, the CPCz in the interest of 
the working people resolutely demanded that 
confiscated property not be returned to private 
owners, but suggested that it be added to national 
enterprises or handed over to the administration 
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of villages for communal management, that is, for 
the use of artisans' or tradesmen’s cooperatives. 

People employed in confiscated enterprises, and 
in fact the entire working class, were most directly 
concerned by the future of confiscated property, 
and their biggest organizations — the trade unions 
— opposed attempts to restore private ownership by 
means of stopping state administration and return¬ 
ing confiscated property into private hands. The 
Central Council of Trade Unions criticized and 
warned against this at their meeting in December 
1946, and it also placed its point of view before 
the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks. Agree¬ 
ing with the suggestion of the Communists and a 
large part of the membership of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party the trade union members demanded 
that all enterprises taken from Germans be 
handed over to national enterprises or cooper¬ 
atives, thus strengthening and broadening social 
ownership. As for enterprises belonging to collab¬ 
orators the trade unionists suggested that they be 
left under the continued administration of the 
state. According to this plan only some businesses 
could be left in private hands. 


In the Kosice Government Programme the 
Government of the Republic, as in the first stage of 
the struggle, welcomed the decree*) of the Pres¬ 
idium of the Slovak National Council of February 27, 
1945, concerning confiscation and distribution of 
the land of German and Hungarian big land 
owners and all traitors and enemies of the Slovak 
nation. The Government also committed itself to put 
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this revolutionary measure into effect in the Czech 
Lands. Despite this important fact it became 
necessary to wage a tough political struggle in 
this sphere for the realization of the programme of 
national and democratic revolution. 

The political orientation of the farmers after 
liberation was not accomplished directly since the 
bourgeoisie still tried to frighten a large part of 
the farmers and prevent them from cooperating 
with Communists by spreading tales about the hor¬ 
rors of nationalizing all land or talking about forced 
collectivization. 

The union of the working class and farm workers 
was one of the basic conditions of the victory of the 
people of Czechoslovakia over capitalism, but also 
an inevitable part of the struggle for the transition 
of the national and democratic revolution into a 
socialist revolution. After 1945 in Czechoslovakia in 
addition to problems and difficulties there were 
favourable objective and subjective conditions for 
the further broadening and strengthening of the 
union of workers in towns and the countryside. 
There were already important experiences here 
from the years of the pre-Munich republic and 
from the time of the antifascist and national 
liberation struggle during the Second World War. 
Contrary to conditions in other European countries 
the CPCz managed to expand the basic worker- 
farm labourer union also to the middle farmers. 
This took place while the bourgeois government was 
still in power and also during the national and 
democratic revolution when the Communist Party 
participated in political power. From the first days 
of freedom the farmers were convinced that the 
Communist Party was concerned with its all-round 
welfare. 

Under the pressure of the revolutionary wave the 
President of the Republic was forced to approve the 
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decree*) on June 12, 1945, concerning the con¬ 
fiscation of farm land owned by Germans and 
Hungarians and also traitors and enemies of the 
Czech and Slovak nations. On the basis of this 
decree some 2,946,395 hectares were confiscated 
all over the Republic and of these 1,651,016 
hectares were farm land. For the most part it was 
situated in the Czech borderland and was reserved 
for settlement after the departure of the Germans. 
There was substantially less confiscated land 
further inside the country and this did not cause 
so many problems in the Czech Lands since there 
was plenty of land available in the border regions. 
In view of the different solution of the question of 
the Hungarian population in Slovakia there was 
less confiscation and so the Slovak farmer' 
hunger for land was not satisfied. 

The realization of the first stage of land reform 
according to the decree of the President on con¬ 
fiscation of farm land gave farms to some 150,000 
families, most of whom were from Bohemia and Mo 
ravia. 

The situation during the carrying out of the first 
stage of land reform in Slovakia was further 
complicated. The Communist Party of Slovakia had 
to overcome the resistance against confiscation 
which came from the Democratic Party whose mem¬ 
bers were the support and defence mainly of those 
people of local origin whose property was supposed 
to be confiscated under the Slovak National 
Council decree. They proved to be very resourceful 
and tried, often with transparent excuses, to 
prevent confiscation, thus slowing down the whole 
process and limiting land reform. Not even two 
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amendments put through by the CPS and aimed at 
speeding up the tempo of land reform and secur¬ 
ing its systematic fulfilment were able to change 
the overall situation, and to, compared with the 
Czech Lands, land reform in Slovakia was not very 
extensive. 

According to the decree*) of the Presidium of 
the Slovak National Council and following amend¬ 
ments, a total of 545,946 hectares were to be con¬ 
fiscated in Slovakia, but up until February 1948 
only 72,000 hectares had actually been confis¬ 
cated. This vividly shows that the Democratic Party 
and the Office of the Commissioner for Agriculture 
and Land Reform (led by a member of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party) had no interest in hurrying up confis¬ 
cation and dividing up the land with people who 
were lawfully demanding it. 

Land reform in Czechoslovakia, based on con¬ 
fiscation, represents the first stage of an important 
social milestone which began to realize people’s 
democratic power. Especially in Bohemia and Mora¬ 
via, where the results of the first stage of land re¬ 
form were much more obvious, it contributed to the 
strengthening of the ties between the working class 
and the farmers because the farmers saw which side 
consistently fought for their interest in the land. At 
this stage the structure of the class of farm workers 
was changed by the increasing number of middle 
farmers. However, land reform based on confiscated 
property did not affect, or at least only in a small 
way, the property of Czech and Slovak big land 
owners. 

The task of liquidating land owned by big land 
owners and the Church which was especially import- 
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ant in Slovakia, and of suppressing the influence of 
the country bourgeoisie, fell within the further stage 
of land reform fought for in people’s democratic 
Czechoslovakia by the Communist Party. 

It can be stated here that the policy of the CPCz 
on the question of the farmers in the first stage 
of the development of the people’s democracy 
corresponded to objective conditions and could 
become a basic starting point also for formulation 
of draft proposals for legal measures in agriculture 
which from spring 1946 became part of the con¬ 
struction programme of Gottwald Government. 
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TOWARDS THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES - 
THE EIGHTH CONGRESS 
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

On December 18, 1945, a meeting of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia took place in Prague, which evalu¬ 
ated the situation in the country after the important 
events in autumn 1945 and set forth the most 
urgent tasks of the Party. The Chairman of the 
Central Committee of the CPCz, Klement Gottwald, 
reacted readily and with understanding to the 
disquieting news of increasing signs of the revival 
of reactionary forces in the bourgeois parties of 
the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks: "It is 
certain that the National Front is threatened by the 
danger that reaction which was more or less hiding 
until October 28, is beginning to make itself heard 
and is taking advantage of the difficulties we are 
facing.. 

At this time Klement Gottwald expressed the atti¬ 
tude towards the problem of enacting into law the 
nationalization decrees issued by the President: 
"In no case shall we permit the Provisional National 
Assembly to be dissolved before it enacts these 
decrees." 

It was beyond the power of reactionary circles to 
prevent the acceptance of the constituional law by 
which all Presidential decrees were enacted into 
law. Already by February 5, 1946, the Government 
presented its draft proposal of this constitutional 
law*) which was made more precise by the Con- 


*) Constitutional Law No. 57/1946, Coll., approving and en¬ 
ding Presidential decrees into law 
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stitutional Committee of the Provisional National 
Assembly and on February 28, 1946, was enacted 
by the legislature. 

The CPCz looked upon the passing of this law 
as a great victory of progressive forces and a firm 
legal basis for the further development of people’s 
democracy in Czechoslovakia. 

At a meeting of the Central Committee of the 
CPCz in December 1945 in connection with the 
preparations of the Eighth Congress of the CPCz 
and the Party programme, basic instructions on the 
organization of the campaign before the coming 
elections were approved. It was clear that the CPCz 
and its territorial organization in Slovakia - the 
Communist Party of Slovakia would not only have 
to present its proposals on the solution of problems 
in the country on the scale of daily affairs and 
political conceptions, but that it would have to face 
attacks from many sides, including those which 
were malicious and dishonest. One of the tests 
they faced was the approaching postwar winter. 

Complications in energy supply and transport¬ 
ation, a general lack of coal in industry and for 
home consumption, difficulty in supplying food 
and industrial goods - all these problems stood 
before the political forces within and without the 
National Front. Not all forces, however, wanted to 
share equal responsibility for finding a solution to 
them and there were plenty of those who made 
unfair political capital out of difficulties that oc¬ 
curred. 

Gottwald’s estimation of the political situation 
and 'its development soon proved accurate. While 
in the first six months after the war bourgeois par¬ 
ties did not dare to attack more openly progressive 
political and economic measures put through by 
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, at the turn 
of 1945-1946 these parties began to formulate 
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their reservations more loudly, and the non-Com- 
munist press spoke more outwardly against Com¬ 
munists in connection with the poor economic situ¬ 
ation. 

Changes in the international situation and their 
influence on the intensification of the political 
struggle in our country must also be taken into 
consideration. The antifascist coalition of the great 
powers began to show the first cracks. Anti-Com¬ 
munist and anti-Soviet attitudes of some groups in 
leading western government circles became ever 
more clear. The proclamation of alliance, friend¬ 
ship, mutual respect and close interests, even 
though insincere, began to be replaced by new, 
open anti-Soviet signs the tone of which was set by 
Winston Churchill’s speech in Fulton. This was a 
signal that the barriers were down and class in¬ 
terests of imperialist circles were again beginning 
to come out into the open in all international poli¬ 
tics. 

Governing groups of big industry in the United 
States worked with ever growing confidence under 
the psychology of atomic superiority and this was 
ardently observed by the bourgeosie at home in 
the people’s democratic countries. Expropriated 
owners of enterprises, big farming estates, the 
punished collaborators and politically compromised 
bureaucrats were already intoxicated by the idea 
of the forced turn of political conditions in their 
favour. The original sharp distinction between rebel 
and collaborator elements in the Czech and Slo¬ 
vak bourgeoisie gradually lessened, old contacts 
under the influence of class interests became 
more important than ties with revolutionary forces 
built up during the antifascist struggle. 

Klement Gottwald looked upon the departure of 
the Soviet Army from Czechoslovakia as a factor 
which strengthened the self-confidence of the 
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bourgeoisie. It was no secret to which part of the 
political spectrum in our society the Soviet friends 
felt closest and the bourgeois partners in the 
National Front considered this to limit their possi¬ 
bilities to loudly oppose the new conditions. They 
hoped to have a free hand after the Soviet Army 
left the country. 

In the approaching first postwar elections it was 
important to get as many votes as possible. The 
results were supposed to put a final end to one of 
the stages of postwar development of the country 
and to be the starting point of a new era. The first 
stage was sharply characterized by the general 
strengthening of socialist tendencies in many 
spheres of social and economic life. The kind of 
conditions which were to be in the next stage were 
to be decided by the voters, and all the candidates 
were aware of this. 


In the Lucerna Hall in Prague on March 28 to 31, 
1946, the first postwar Congress of the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia took place. It faced a dif¬ 
ficult task: to evaluate the work done since its last 
Congress in 1936 and set forth new general 
guidelines for the Communist movement. It was 
necessary to summarize and evaluate the results 
of the ten year period rich in revolutionary changes 
and events. The Munich betrayal, illegality, war, 
the national liberation struggle, revolutionary days 
after liberation - all this was reflected in the policy 
of the Communist Party, all this marched before the 
eyes of the delegates in the reports on the Party’s 
activities in the foregoing period. Even with the 
irreplaceable loss of life, sacrifice and hardships 
and all the shortcomings which the Communists 
never tried to hide, there was a proud and joyous 
evaluation of the work of the Communist Party. The 
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fulfilment of the basic programme aims of the rev¬ 
olutionary workers’ movement in the years between 
the Seventh and Eighth Congresses of the CPCz 
had intensified and the people of Czechoslovakia 
led by the Communists during this time had 
achieved resounding success. 

This important fact gave rise to a new status of 
the CPCz - for the first time since its origin it was 
directly and jointly responsible for the leadership 
of the country and for the first time it had proved 
its right to lead our nations in the building of the 
state. More than once Klement Gottwald warned that 
to build a new life is more difficult than to tear 
down the old. Already in 1945 he stressed that it was 
necessary "for the working class led by the Com¬ 
munist Party to show that they know better how to 
lead, better how to administer and manage and 
better how to govern than the bankrupt class of 
the big bourgeoisie.” And so once again, at the 
Eighth Congress of the CPCz he stressed that the 
development of socialist elements in all spheres 
and the expansion of the influence of the working 
class in the running of the country was the basic 
guideline of the Party so that the national and 
democratic revolution would transfer into a socialist 
revolution. He highly praised the mission of the 
National Front of Czechs and Slovaks in the pre¬ 
vious year and underlined its importance as a 
political basis for the unity of all working people 
in Czechoslovakia. 

However, at the same time, Klement Gottwald 
warned that the Communist Party had strong op¬ 
ponents in the country, that reactionary forces es¬ 
pecially lately were becoming more active but that 
they had only one remaining weapon which was to 
break up the National Front from within. Therefore 
he appealed to the members to be on their guard. 
He urged all the working people to unite in the 
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interests of the country, in the interest of successful 
construction activities. Among the most important 
immediate aims of the Communist Party was the 
anchoring of the achievements of the national and 
democratic revolution in a new constitution, the 
conclusion of economic consolidation in the 
country, general help to the farmers, the protection 
of artisans, tradesmen and small businessmen 
and the overall democratization of the social and 
political life. Klement Gottwald devoted in his report 
great attention to the work of the Party in the 
sphere of culture, at the same time stressing the 
need for securing material conditions so that 
culture could fully develop its progressive mission. 

Klement Gottwald said: "The final purpose of our 
aims and the whole life of the Communists is the 
realization of the great and sacred ideals of 
socialism. We are on a good road. There are still 
many obstacles ahead, but we, united with the 
nation as one body, one soul, will overcome all 
obstacles together." 

The conclusions of the Eighth Congress of the 
CPCz were reflected in the whole pre-election 
campaign of the Party under the motto: "For the 
Republic, more work. That is what we are cam¬ 
paigning for.” Through their initiative and per¬ 
severance the Communists proved that they were 
sincere about the realization of the slogan. In 
all places where the urgent tasks of construction 
and restoration demanded, the members of the 
Communist Party worked thousands of volunteer 
hours and spread the idea of competition and 
progressive working methods. They were the leading 
managers and organizers of work in their places 
of employment. 





8 . 


ELECTIONS AND 

THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME 
OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF KLEMENT GOTTWALD 


From the beginning of 1946 the ap¬ 
proaching elections to the Czechoslovak National 
Assembly were always an obvious or hidden factor 
in the background of political life in the country. 
They were the first elections in a new people’s 
democratic society. It was natural that they be¬ 
came the central motive of political events within 
the framework of the National Front of Czechs and 
Slovaks and individual political parties. 

The proposal that elections be held in the first 
half of 1946 was put before the National Assembly 
and the Government by the CPCz whose leadership 
was convinced that the relation between political 
powers would also enable, by formal democratic 
parliamentary procedure, the endorsement of 
people's democratic direction of the state in order 
to proceed with its development in a forthright 
manner. In the beginning of February 1946 Kle- 
ment Gottwald justified the calling of the elections 
because of the situation in the National Front and 
the Government. He reasoned that the time was 
ripe and that "further delay would not be favour¬ 
able for our Party and certainly not for the fur¬ 
ther development of the Republic. Disputes are 
already taking place in the Government and things 
begin to be out of tune... Our partners are ever 
more frequently rearing up and there are often 
disagreements within the Government.. . Many 
burning questions which in the interest of the Re¬ 
public would call for decisive and speedy definite 
solution are being extended and postponed ... 
the current possibilities of the second Government 
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of the liberated Republic are slowly disappearing 
and it is necessary to completely air the place out 
in order to go forward," 

The election slogan of the Communists was an 
appeal - “For the Republic, more work. That is 
what we're campaigning for.” "I am convinced,” 
said the Chairman of the CPCz, Klement Gottwald, 
at a public meeting of the Party in Opava on 
February 16, 1946, “that our people will best 
understand such a slogan and campaign because 
it is in their interests and the interests of the 
nation and the Republic." 

In the course of April and May 1946 the CPCz 
concentrated great effort on getting its pro¬ 
gramme approved by the people. Its foremost 
Czech and Slovak functionaries spoke at pre¬ 
election gatherings, meetings of organizations and 
societies, meeting of National Commitees and mass 
meetings and appeared in the press and on radio. 

May First manifestations which took place for the 
first time after the war all over the liberated 
country provided an outstanding opportunity to 
present the construction aims of the Communist 
Party programme. At these manifestations es¬ 
pecially in Bohemia and Moravia hundreds of 
thousands of people came into direct contact with 
the pre-election programme of the Communists 
and clarified for themselves the perspectives of 
further development of the people's democratic 
state which were of importance not only in pre¬ 
election time but far into the future. 

Participants in the First of May celebrations on 
Wenceslas Square in Prague were addressed by 
Klement Gottwald who expressed his firm conviction 
that in the elections the working people “would 
strengthen and extend still further the mandate of 
those who initiated the Kosice Government Pro¬ 
gramme, who are the pillars of the National Front 
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and the guarantors that the liberated Republic 
never moves backward, but always forward.” 

An important factor in broadening the position 
and influence of the working class in the pre¬ 
election struggle was the Consolidating Congress 
of the Czechoslovak Revolutionary Trade Union 
Movement from April 19 to 22, 1946, at which Anto¬ 
nin Zapotocky was elected Chairman. This political 
victory of the direction taken by the CPCz was re¬ 
inforced by the passing of law*) by the Provisional 
National Assembly on May 16, 1946, on a unified 
trade union organization, over the opposition of 
reactionary forces within the non-Communist par¬ 
ties. An example of the resistance put up by the 
bourgeois forces to the passing of this law was the 
proposal of the Democratic Party that the draft of 
the law be withdrawn from the discussion agenda 
of the Provisional National Assembly and that no 
vote be taken on it. 

The pre-election campaign of the non-Commu- 
nist political parties in the National Front also 
culminated in the last weeks before election. It was 
also characteristic of this period that the People's 
Party, the National Socialist Party and the Demo¬ 
cratic Party in their struggle for votes, as Klement 
Gottwald said, "waved completely intentionally the 
flag of reaction. Under this flag they tried to 
speculate with the votes of former reactionary par¬ 
ties ... to reverse developments that had already 
been accomplished. This was absolutely clear, re¬ 
gardless of their previous assurances that they 
were in favour of nationalization, the National 
Front, National Committees and a people’s democ¬ 
racy in our Republic. At the last moment they 
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went into the elections with the intention of de¬ 
stroying everything which had been achieved in 
the past year.” 

A special aspect of the pre-election activity of 
non-Communist parties was an effort to win the 
votes of those social groups and stratas which 
under the influence of the experiences of war and 
postwar development already basically ceased to 
favour the politicians of the bourgeois parties but 
thus far had not enough courage to join the Com¬ 
munists and see the Party’s guarantee of fulfil¬ 
ment of their demands. This especially concerned 
the farmers and middle stratas, artisans, state 
employees and so on. In order to gain their sup¬ 
port the bourgeois parties began to play on their 
patriotism and their religious belief. They returned 
to the practices of primitive anti-Communist propa¬ 
ganda and skilfully manipulated slogans on free¬ 
dom, humanity and democracy. 

In this connection an especially daring attitude 
was pursued by the representatives of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party. An important source of votes was the 
predominant Catholic population in Slovakia most 
of whom were farm workers and were strongly in¬ 
fluenced by the religious teaching of the Church. 
They were still unable to overcome a strong aver¬ 
sion for everything new. The positive experiences 
of farmers and small artisans with the postwar pol¬ 
icy of the National Front, and especially with the 
policy of Czech and Slovak Communists were 
usually pushed into the background by prejudices 
carefully spread from pulpits. 

Regardless of the outright collaboration during 
the war of political Catholicism with fascism, the 
Catholic population remained, thanks to the 
strong influence of the Roman Catholic Church, a 
numerically very firm basis for manipulation by re¬ 
actionary social forces. This concerned, of course, 
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various groups of people, the majority of whom it 
was necessary to win over for the building of a new 
people's democratic state. For the Democratic 
Party, however, this part of the Slovak population 
became the object of political manoeuvre, as was 
soon shown, even at the price of failing to observe 
the basic principles of cooperation in the National 
Front, such as forbidding political activity of in¬ 
dividuals and groups allied during the years 1939 
to 1945 with the clerico-fascist regime and politi¬ 
cal Catholicism. 

Interest in the above mentioned unstable groups 
in Slovakia gave rise to attempts to establish a 
third political party. First there was the right- 
wing faction of the Social Democratic Party which 
in January 1946 was the first to be heard from. Its 
Labour Party became a member of the Slovak 
National Front on March 13, 1946. The founding 
of the Freedom Party was a further effort to weak¬ 
en the influence of the Democratic Party on Slo¬ 
vak Catholics. 

Realizing this the Democratic Party took counter 
measures and established direct contact with 
representatives of the politically engaged Catholi¬ 
cism and by the end of March 1946 it concluded 
discussions with a group of exponents of the for¬ 
mer Hlinka Slovak People’s Party and its illegal 
new supporters who undertook to gain for the 
Democratic Party the support of the peasants who 
were mainly influenced by the Catholic clergy. This 
was of great political value since the influence of 
the clergy was a priceless pre-election weapon. 
And what did the illegal supporters get in return. 
As the central newspaper of the Democratic Party 
Cas wrote, "full guarantee of political assertion", 
which in a practical sense meant the handing out 
after the election (in the event of the Democratic 
Party’s victory) important positions in the Party to 
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supporters of the former Hlinka Party and enable 
them through illegal means to fight on for their 
conservative, reactionary and anti-people’s aims. 
A leading exponent of this party, Kempny, wrote in 
Cas: ‘We know what we are doing and why we are 
going along with the Democratic Party." 

The April Agreement of the Democratic Party 
with this illegal movement and political clericalism 
had serious consequences. The struggle for the 
votes of the Catholic population in Slovakia was 
definitely decided and the future of the Freedom 
Party was a lost cause. Gustav Husak wrote: "Two 
Democratic parties entered the election — one 
talked of the Uprising, of Czechoslovak democ¬ 
racy, cooperation with the Communist Party, the 
Government Programme, constructive work, or at 
least partly so. The other, influenced by the 
Agreement with People's Catholicism, pulled out all 
the old weapons of that movement - against Com¬ 
munism, against the Soviet Army and the Soviet 
Union, against Czechs, Jews, for the rehabilitation 
of the Hlinka Slovak People’s Party, against the 
’bunker heroes' (partisans) and for the freeing of 
Tiso,*) and for the use of the strongest tones of 
opposition against the present-day regime.” 

The April Agreement placed the Democratic 
Party in the position of traitor to postwar ideals for 
which the Party had stood when it was established. 
To gain victory in the elections it did not hesitate 
- as Gustav Husak later wrote - "to gather 
together and hold all remnants of defeated and 
traitorous parties into one camp”, and to create 


*) Dr. Jozef Tiso was President from 1939 to 1945 of the 
clerico-fascist Slovak state. After liberation court proceedings 
were instituted against him. 


102 





an ideological basis of "conspiracy of agrarian 
and people's reaction against the Slovak working 
people and their people's democratic regime. The 
unified reaction concentrated all its efforts on the 
Slovak citizen by misuing extensive Church and 
economic means, by religious and national dema¬ 
gogy, by Goebbles-like anti-Communist propaganda 
and so it temporarily succeeded in deluding a 
great many people in Slovakia. Reactionary forces 
gradually gained control over the so-called Demo¬ 
cratic Party which then became the political centre 
of counter-revolutionary forces in Slovakia with the 
aim of liquidating the people's democratic regi¬ 
me. For Slovakia it became a danger and a bearer 
of misfortune,” 

The immediate results of the April 1946 Agree¬ 
ment negatively influenced the course of the pre¬ 
election campaign and especially the results of 
the election in Slovakia. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia was the 
victor in the elections which were held on May 26, 
1946. In Bohemia and Moravia it won 40.17 per cent 
of the votes while the National Socialist Party won 
23.66 per cent, the People’s Party 20.24 per cent 
and the Social Democratic Party 15.58 per cent. 
Blank ballots were cast by 0,35 per cent of the 
voters. 

In Slovakia the voting showed different results. 
The majority of the votes, 62 per cent were cast 
for the Democratic Party. The Communist Party of 
Slovakia got 30.37 per cent, the Freedom Party 
3.73 per cent and the Party of Labour which was 
formed by the right-wing Social Democrats who 
opposed the merging of their Party with the CPS, 
got only 3.11 per cent of the votes. In Slovakia 
blank ballots were cast by 0.79 per cent of the 
voters. 

Nation-wide the CPCz and the CPS won a total 
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of 38.12 per cent of the votes, the National 
Socialists only 18.37 per cent, the People's Party 
15.71 per cent, the Democratic Party 14.14 per 
cent and the Social Democrats and the Party of 
Labour won 12.81 percent. 

For the non-Communist parties the results of the 
election were truly shocking, but the Communists’ 
prediction had been fulfilled. At a meeting of the 
Central Committee of the CPCz on May 30, 1946 
- during an evaluation of the course and results 
of the election - Klement Gottwald deduced the 
following: "Our predictions — as far as Bohemia 
and Moravia are concerned - are most exact 
compared with all the others and that is proof that 
our Party hears and sees what is going on among 
the people. I think that we can look upon it as one 
of the outstanding successes of our Party. He who 
manages to predict in this way proves that he has 
close contacts with the masses and he knows what 
is going on among them.” 

Klement Gottwald pointed out with appreciation 
that 95 per cent of the people had voted - a fig¬ 
ure unheard of until that time — and only a com¬ 
paratively low number of blank ballots had been 
cast, proving the great political activity of the 
people and their general approval of the policy of 
cooperation within the National Front. Evaluating 
the election results in Slovakia, the Chairman of 
the CPCz viewed as dangerous the high number 
of votes gained by the Democratic Party and the 
not so low number of votes cast for the CPS. 

The custom of the strongest political party in 
Czechoslovakia forming a new government was 
maintained by the President even after the 1946 
election and so Klement Gottwald, Chairman of the 
CPCz, was asked to perform this function. 
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The Government Programme put before the Par¬ 
liament by Klement Gottwald was looked upon by 
the public and recorded in the history of Czecho¬ 
slovakia as a Programme of Construction. The 
Government presented it as a collection of impera¬ 
tive measures for the development of creative and 
constructive effort of the working people of the 
Republic and the securing of a socialist future. 

The fact that the aim of the Communists was to 
build socialism in Czechoslovakia was not con¬ 
cealed by the CPCz. This was evident in its pre¬ 
election campaign programme proclamation in 
May 1946 which began with the sentence: "The 
Communists want to forge a way to socialism.” In 
the given situtation, however, it was necessary to 
develop and bring to a final stage the tasks of 
national and democratic revolution and on this 
basis to lead the struggle forward to the complete 
victory of the working people over the Czech and 
Slovak bourgeoisie. 

This was a clear tactic for the peaceful devel¬ 
opment of the national and democratic revolution 
and its transition into a socialist revolution. 

The new Government Programme responded to 
these tactics. Its links with the Kosice Government 
Programme did not lie in mechanical continuation 
of fulfilling tasks formulated in 1945, but in the 
development of its basic ideas and in proceeding 
on the basis of results reached in its realization. 

The CPCz and the new Government pledged as 
one of the most important tasks — to work out and 
enact a new Constitution of the Czechoslovak Re¬ 
public. The need for anchoring the achieved re¬ 
sults of the national and democratic revolution on 
a legal basis became more and more actual and 
urgent, the need to put them into law so that 
they could not be subject to ill-willed bartering. 
Therefore Gottwald Government stated in its pro- 
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gramme proclamation: "The Government holds as 
its duty to propose to the Constitutional National 
Assembly a new Constitution which guarantees that 
the people will be the real source of all power. .. 
it is especially necessary to constitutionally 
guarantee the people's truly democratic character 
of our public administration by means of National 
Committees . .. the Government advocates the ex¬ 
tending and exact specifying of the legal rights of 
National Committees of all levels so that within 
their legal status they can in time and adequately 
solve all material and personal problems, as long 
as they are within the sphere of their authority. Of¬ 
fices — beginning with the local National Com¬ 
mittees up to the ministries — must carry on their 
affairs in such a way that the people feel and see 
that they are not here for the offices, but that the 
offices are here for the people.” 

"Further, it is necessary to constitutionally enact 
the great work of decrees on the nationalization of 
banking, mines and metallurgical works, natural 
wealth, sources of energy and big key industries. 
The new Constitution must take away the desire of 
all who still hope to return the nationalized econ¬ 
omy back to a handful of big capitalists.” 

The new Constitution was supposed to proclaim 
the principle that all citizens have the right to 
work, the right for just remuneration for work done, 
the right to education, to leisure and sickness 
benefits and that the Republic is a national state 
of Czechs and Slovaks. It was supposed to guaran¬ 
tee full equal rights for women, freedom of re¬ 
ligious expression, freedom of the press, freedom 
of speech, freedom of assembly and association, 
freedom of scientific research and artistic ex¬ 
pression as well as all other personal and political 
freedoms. 

In its programme proclamation the Government 


106 




of Klement Gottwald formulated important aims 
connected with the realization of the first Czecho¬ 
slovak national economic plan: “The Government 
is convinced that the source of permanent welfare 
of the nation and Republic, first of all, is work. 
A new, people's, really democratic regime estab¬ 
lished in the liberated Republic, inspired the 
broad masses of the people in towns and country 
to great effort and thus, we succeeded in the first 
year of construction in avoiding social tremors and 
overcoming the immediate difficulties caused by 
the occupation and war, On this basis we can work 
out a Two-Year Plan of reconstruction of the Re¬ 
public for the years 1947 and 1948. The main idea 
of the Two-Year Plan is to raise production of 
capital and consumer goods to the prewar level 
and thus raise the standard of living of the 
people." Concerning industrial production the 
Plan stated that by the end of 1948 it should sur¬ 
pass “the total prewar level by 10 per cent.” 

The Plan estimated that by the end of 1948 
agricultural production would have reached prewar 
level so that domestic sources could cover a larger 
part of the increased food consumption. 

The Construction Programme devoted great at¬ 
tention to housing reconstruction and satisfying 
the need for apartments which were becoming an 
ever increasing chronical problem in the country 
as a result of the forbidding of construction during 
the occupation and the war which damaged or 
destroyed some 220,000 houses. 

Gottwald's Government Construction Programme 
stressed that along with the increase in industrial 
and agricultural production, as with construction 
activities within the framework of the Two-Year 
Plan, it was also necessary to work closely on im¬ 
proving the railway, water, road and air transpor¬ 
tation so that it could regain the level of 1937. 
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The Programme also stated: "Laying the foun¬ 
dations of the industrialization of Slovakia also be¬ 
longs to the important tasks of the Two-Year Plan. 
The cohesion and unity of the state firmly demands 
that the economic level in Slovakia speedily ap¬ 
proaches the level of the Czech Lands which means 
to create preconditions to make full use of raw 
material and energy sources as well as reserves of 
manpower, the expansion of the old and creation 
of new modern industry in Slovakia . . . the ex¬ 
pansion of industrial basis in Slovakia will be 
achieved by moving some factories from the Czech 
borderlands and by direct long-term investments 
which are necessary for Slovakia to become equal 
with the Czech Lands as soon as possible.” 

The Government further considered it its duty to 
complete the settlement of the borderlands by 
Czechs and Slovaks, to hand over the land and 
farming settlements and small businesses into the 
hands of worthy settlers and to ensure state help 
to them in establishing their new existence. 

The fourth part of the Construction Programme 
of Gottwald Government concentrated on ques¬ 
tions of raising the living standard of people and 
on social, health and cultural policy. 

"The main aim of the Two-Year Plan,” it is 
stated in the main introduction to this part, "is to 
raise the living standard of our people, materially 
and culturally ... by the end of 1948 to the prewar 
level.” 

In the sphere of educational and cultural policy 
the Government pledged to "present a draft of 
the basic school law modernizing our educational 
system in such a way that all our young people 
will receive higher education without regard to 
social origin." 

The fifth part of the Programme was devoted to 
national purges and to national security. 
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In the foreign policy part of the Government Pro- 
gamme it was unambiguously stated that “exter¬ 
nal security, actually the existence of our Repub¬ 
lic, depends on a permanent alliance and all¬ 
round cooperation with our powerful ally, the 
Soviet Union.” The Government further pledged to 
develop and deepen political, economic and cul¬ 
tural contacts also with other countries and demo¬ 
cratic nations of the world. 

In the part of the proclamation of the Govern¬ 
ment concerning defence policy it was stated that 
the Government "in the attempt to assure freedom 
and independence for Czechoslovakia in the fu¬ 
ture”, stands on two basic presumptions: "first, 
on the necessity to strengthen and as much as 
possible increase the Czechoslovak people’s own 
defence efforts, and second, the necessity to sup¬ 
plement the people's own defence readiness by 
effective and reliable help from abroad especially 
the help of our faithful ally, the Soviet Union.” 

"The Government will further strengthen and 
deepen the people’s and democratic character of 
the Army and train it in a progressive, democratic 
and antifascist spirit.” In conclusion it pledged 
that it would watch over the consistent application 
of the law on purging the Army with the conviction 
that such a purge would only serve to strengthen it. 

The Construction Programme of the Klement 
Gottwald Government was strongly supported in all 
parts of Czechoslovakia. The working class es¬ 
pecially understood it as a call to mobilization for 
intensive and brave work, a bright future in the 
name of which it was worthwhile to contribute time 
and effort. 


Even though the Construction Programme for¬ 
mulated individual tasks to the maximum extent 
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possible in concrete and singular form, it was 
necessary to wage a sharp political struggle to 
realize most of the Programme's aims - despite 
the universal approval of the Government Pro¬ 
gramme by all parties in the National Front. In 
many cases this struggle ended in victory only 
after February 1948. The reason could be seen in 
the fact that the reactionary forces which in non- 
Communist parties gradually achieved superiority 
and were becoming the decisive factor of the pol¬ 
itical guidelines of these parties, ever more in¬ 
tensively blocked the smooth performace of the 
Constitutional Assembly, the Government and the 
whole National Front. The right-wing faction of the 
National Socialist Party, the People's Party and the 
Social Democratic Party in Bohemia and Moravia 
and reactionary elements which seized power in the 
Democratic Party in Slovakia deduced from the 
results of the 1946 election a destructive attitude 
expressed in the slogan: "The worse” (that is for 
the Republic) "the better” (for the bourgeoisie). 
They openly launched on a course of sabotage of 
the Construction Programme of Gottwald Govern¬ 
ment in the hope that its breakdown would be 
their victory. Part of their general guidelines of 
destruction of the people's democratic system was 
the paralyzing and impeding of the politically im¬ 
portant activities of the Constitutional National As¬ 
sembly, the work of the Government, in Slovakia of 
the Slovak National Council and the Corps of Com¬ 
missioners, and the functioning of the whole state 
mechanism and the abandonment and disinte¬ 
gration of the platform of the National Front. It 
was a tactic of systematic pouring of sand into the 
gears of the people's democratic Czechoslovakia. 
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9. 


ENTRY 

INTO THE TWO-YEAR PLAN 


One of the most important measures 
approved by the Constitutional National Assembly 
between the elections and February 1948 was the 
law*) concerning the Two-Year Economic Plan 
dated October 25, 1946. In his speech presenting 
the draft of this law Klement Gottwald said the 
Government had fulfilled its pledge and in a rela¬ 
tively short time had worked out a project by which 
for the first time in the history of Czechoslovakia a 
system of planned management of certain key 
industries of the national economy was put into a 
law. This took place one year after the signing of 
the first decrees on nationalization. 

Immediately after liberation preconditions be¬ 
gan to be established for the planned and state 
managed reconstruction of the Czechoslovak 
economy. The idea of state management of key 
industries was already included in the Kosice 
Government Programme. The working out of this 
idea consisted mainly in decrees on national¬ 
ization by which the economic and material base 
was created for its realization, and in the intro¬ 
duction of planning as a new function of the 
people’s democratic state. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia had pro¬ 
moted this new principle of the execution of state 
power and administration still prior to national¬ 
ization. As far back as May 19, 1945, a Government 
resolution approved the statute of the Economic 
Council as a special Government organ for coordi- 


*) No. 192/1946, Coll, 


111 








noting the economic measures of the Government 
and for working out an economic plan. By Presi¬ 
dential decree*) of August 25, 1945, the Econ¬ 
omic Council became an auxiliary organ of the 
Government. In November 1945 the State Planning 
Office was established**) and by a decree of the 
Slovak National Council***) dated May 26, 1945, 
the State Planning and Statistical Office of the Pres¬ 
idium of the Slovak National Council was estab¬ 
lished. Even though the activities of these organs 
suffered many birth pains and their results were 
by no means proportionate to the real needs of 
the planned reconstruction of the economy, voices 
were heard in the non-Communist parties stating 
that the Government was devoting too much at¬ 
tention to the question of planning. Deputies of 
the People’s and Democratic Parties supported 
this thesis on the floor of the Provisional National 
Assembly. 

During the preliminaries on the law on the 
Two-Year Economic Plan the bourgeoisie tactics, 
which Klement Gottwald predicted and revealed 
back in the May session of the Central Committee 
of the CPCz in 1946, came clearly to light. Basi¬ 
cally the bourgeoisie voiced approval when gen¬ 
eral principles were declared but they took an 
obstructive attitude when it came to their realiz¬ 
ation. During the process of approving the Con¬ 
struction Programme the idea of planned econ¬ 
omy did not meet any serious opposition or dis¬ 
agreement. However, during the preparation of 


*) No. 63/1945, Coll. 

**) No. 145/1945, Coll. 

***) No. 48/1945, Collection of Laws and Regulations of the 
Slovak National Council 








the draft law on the Two-Year Economic Plan, in 
the Government and during discussions before its 
approval by the National Assembly, many right- 
wing party members came out with basic criti¬ 
cisms of a planned economy. The bourgeoisie 
used parliamentary and non-parliamentary forms 
of fighting in order to get the idea of economic 
planning rejected and to prevent the law from 
being passed. It used a whole scale of “argu¬ 
ments" from purely demagogic — for instance, 
that the law supposedly favoured industry over 
agriculture, or that it limited initiative and free 
enterprise — up to the so-called theoretical, ac¬ 
cording to which the law on the Two-Year Plan 
supposedly could have a directive character. Voices 
were also heard saying that the law was uncon¬ 
stitutional because it gave the state too much 
power to interfere in the development of the econ¬ 
omy. 

Despite these attacks the law was passed. The 
main tasks of the planning process of recon¬ 
struction were expressed in its first paragraph. 
The Two-Year Plan did not cover the whole 
national economy, nor did it concern the com¬ 
merce sector, parts of agriculture and industrial 
production. It concentrated on the key branches 
(mines, energy, heavy and chemical industries), 
and on selected branches of the light industry, 
construction and transportation for which it placed 
concrete tasks. In agriculture it set forth the value 
of basic products. A special part of the Plan was 
devoted to investment in which preference was 
given to industry, transportation and construc¬ 
tion. Another part of the Plan included concrete 
tasks for the development of Slovakia and a 
special form of regional plans for assistance to 
economically weak regions in Bohemia and Mora¬ 
via. 
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The sixth part of the law was concerned with 
certain preconditions for the fulfilment of the Two- 
Year Plan. In foremost place was the necessity 
to find more than 500,000 workers for industry and 
agriculture and this was done by transferring 
workers from less important branches, increasing 
the employment of women and other measures. 
This task was realized on the basis of law*) con¬ 
cerning some measures for the realization of the 
national mobilization of the labour force which was 
implemented by Government regulations.**) The 
national mobilization of the labour force was 
based mainly on volunteer forms and presupposed 
employing persons who until then had been un¬ 
employed (women in households), or voluntary 
transfer from other branches and only in the mar¬ 
ginal cases it considered administrative measures 
(for instance, employing persons who tried to avoid 
work). Even so the draft of the law became the 
target for attacks by deputies of the National 
Socialist, People’s and Democratic Parties. These 
voices, supported also partly by the press, at¬ 
tacked the draft law from the position of the so- 
called defenders of citizens rights and freedom 
which they claimed the law restricted, and from 
the position of advocates of the private sector 
which the law supposedly endangered. In reality, 
however, it was shown that the working people 
better understood the meaning of these measures 
than the supposed protectors of their interests in 
the bourgeois parties. During the two years people 
entered into employment in the vital branches in 
sufficient numbers so that it was not at all necess- 


*) No. 87/1947, Coll. 

**) Nos. 156 and 157/1947, Coll. 
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ary to apply administrative measures on a more 
extensive scale. 

Paragraph 10 of the law stated that foreign 
trade would be organized and administered in 
such a way that it would safeguard the Two-Year 
Plan, and the details for this were included in 
regulation*) dated September 17, 1947. The 

realization of this regulation also brought on a 
sharp struggle. The problem was that foreign 
commerce was at that time still mostly in private 
hands even though the Presidential decree**) 
dated October 27, 1945, concerning the set-up 
management and control of foreign trade gave 
the Minister of Foreign Trade power over import, 
export and transit of all kinds of goods. Subordi¬ 
nating foreign trade to the interests of the Two- 
Year Plan created pressure on activities of pri¬ 
vate export and import companies and limited 
their unrestricted freedom of action. In this way 
the preconditions were formed for the later 
nationalization of these companies and the in¬ 
troduction of state monopoly in foreign trade. The 
bourgeoisie naturally understood what was involved 
and took a firm stand against this in the interests 
of the private sector, but to the detriment of the 
whole nation. 

In accordance with Paragraph 16 the Govern¬ 
ment was empowered to issue orders necessary for 
fulfilling tasks of the Two-Year Plan in all cases 
where the new law did not specify exact measures. 
It was obvious that for various reasons (the new 
idea of planning, the complexity of the economic 
situation which had a great effect on fast changes 


*) No. 170/1947, Coll. 

**) No. 113/1945, Coll. 
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envisioned in the Plan, etc.) the fulfilment of the 
Two-Year Plan would depend on consistent and 
smooth operative management which would make 
possible even partial modifications and that could 
have been done only by the Government and the 
appropriate ministries. In this case even though 
the authority of the Government was of a general 
character enabling it to issue a secondary legal 
act it became the subject of criticism by some of 
the bourgeois politicians who feared the authority 
of the Constitutional National Assembly would be 
limited in favour of the executive body. 

Paragraph 15 of the law was also of significance 
since everyone concerned with the realization of 
the Two-Year Plan was compelled to perform his 
duties to the utmost, efficiently and under pen¬ 
alty of sanctions. To protect the Two-Year Plan 
against sabotage by reactionary elements and 
disruption a special norm - the already men¬ 
tioned law*) - was approved. 

From a more detailed analysis of the individual 
provisions of the law on the Two-Year Economic 
Plan can be seen not only its unusual importance 
for restoring and developing the Czechoslovak 
economy in the postwar era and its considerable 
influence on achieving the aims of the national 
and democratic revolution, but also the process of 
intensifying the struggle between progressive and 
reactionary forces. 

The law on the Two-Year Economic Plan (and 
fulfilling its tasks) had economic aims primarily, 
but its importance affected a much broader field. 
In the political sphere its realization showed that 
the working people led by the working class were 


*) No. 27/1947, Coll. 
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able and knew better how to manage and improve 
the national wealth than the bourgeoisie under 
the rule of private capitalist ownership. The law 
and its application and care for the development 
of nationalized branches, mining and industry 
helped to strengthen the people’s conviction con¬ 
cerning the correctness of the principle of social¬ 
ist ownership. The struggle for the passing and 
realization of the tasks of the Two-Year Plan led 
by the CPCz, showed again and very vividly who 
was fighting for the interests of the broad masses 
of the working people, This knowledge reinforced 
the authority of the Communist Party throughout 
the country. 

The entry of Czechoslovak people into the fulfil¬ 
ling of the First National Economic Plan was the 
most important and most discussed question at 
the beginning of 1947. The Prime Minister, Kle- 
ment Gottwald, on January 1, 1947, in a New 
Year’s message stated: "So far we have been 
preparing the Two-Year Economic Plan. Consider¬ 
ing all our possibilities and abilities, we can say 
that on the whole we did not do it badly, but today 
begins the main and decisive stage of the Two- 
Year Economic Plan — a stage in which the 
Plan must be gradually carried out and fulfilled. 
From tomorrow our entire national economy will 
be geared to this task . . 

The working people understood the unique 
possibilities to solve by means of planning, the 
development of the national economy, many 
economic and social problems in the country and 
to secure social certainties as well as the spiritual 
welfare of the population. 

However, the bourgeoisie was on guard and did 
everything to weaken in its preparatory stages the 
project worked out by the Communists. After the 
New Year 1947 the bourgeoisie did not hesitate 
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to carry out further acts of sabotage, since it 
realized the vital importance of the successful 
course of the Two-Year Plan for the increase of 
political authority of the working class and the 
credit of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. 
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10. THE WORSENING 

OF CLASS RELATIONS 


From the beginning of 1947 the Com¬ 
munist Party of Czechoslovakia worked further on 
perfecting its conception of consolidating the 
National Front of Czechs and Slovaks and es¬ 
pecially on strengthening the unity of its pro¬ 
gressive forces inside and outside against re¬ 
actionary groups. 

At a session of the Central Committee of the 
CPCz on January 22 to 23, 1947, Klement Gott- 
wald spoke in detail about the causes for the 
decline in activity of the National Front and the 
increase in reactionary attempts to misuse this 
decline in the struggle against the people’s 
democratic power and the CPCz. He spoke criti¬ 
cally of the social consequences which were 
caused by the National Front’s lack of activity. 
In Klement Gottwald's words, as a political in¬ 
strument the National Front was becoming ever 
more disappointing since one of its factions was 
protecting those who caused economic troubles 
and benefited from them. 

The protection of the private sector by the bour¬ 
geoisie in the National Front could be indirectly 
reflected in the development of prices and the 
organization and management of industrial pro¬ 
duction. Besides economic difficulties bad con¬ 
ditions within the National Front caused con¬ 
siderable interference in the process of clearing 
out unfavourable elements of public life and com¬ 
plicated the country's foreign policy activities. At 
that time the bourgeois press printed many articles 
on the need to accept a loan from the USA and the 
impossibility of solving the economic problems of 
Czechoslovakia without it. 
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The nucleus of disputes was in the questions 
surrounding the fulfilling of the Construction Pro¬ 
gramme of Gottwald Government. 

According to the guidelines contained in the 
first part of the Construction Programme under the 
title "Concerning Some Principles of the New Con¬ 
stitution” the new Constitution — as we have 
already mentioned - was supposed to guarantee 
that people would de facto and not just formally 
be the source of all power in the state. Continu¬ 
ing all that was democratic in the previous Cze¬ 
choslovak Constitution, the new one first of all was 
to give a firm base to the new positions which had 
been gained by the people in the period of 
national and democratic revolution and in the 
first years of building a people’s democratic state. 

The Government Programme specified the con¬ 
tent of the future Constitution and it also served as 
the frame within which the struggle for working out 
the Constitution took place. 

The CPCz entrusted to its Central Committee's 
special Constitutional Commission the preparation of 
the draft Constitution on which it began work in 
July 1946. The Commission’s task was to prepare a 
draft which would respond to instructions ex¬ 
pressed in the Construction Programme and within 
such a time that the CPCz in discussions with other 
parties of the National Front would be able to 
anticipate problems and maintain the initiative. 

The actual formation of a new Constitution was 
realized, from the legal point of view, in an 
unusual way by the appointment of the Consti¬ 
tutional Committee of the National Assembly*) that 
is, directly on the floor of the Constitutional 


*) Law No. 197/1946, Coll, 
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National Assembly. Originally it was thought that 
the draft Constitution would be worked out by the 
Government as its own proposal, which is the way 
generally followed in working out Constitutions, and 
the Government of Klement Gottwald also took the 
necessary measures in this direction. However, 
when the majority of the parties were inclined to 
the opinion that the Constitution should be worked 
out directly in the National Assembly it was agreed 
to even by the CPCz. The Constitutional Commission 
which began its work in October 1946, had 36 
members drawn proportionately from deputies of all 
political parties. 

After the rejection of the provocative sugges¬ 
tions of the bourgeois parties merely to make 
partial revisions of the Constitution of 1920, work 
proceeded with great difficulty in 1947 on the for¬ 
mulation and approval of separate introductory 
provisions of the Constitution and proposals for in¬ 
dividual chapters. The representative of the bour¬ 
geois parties, however, were ever more opposed to 
politically important provisions and all proposals 
which were supposed to codify and develop a 
people's democratic system. In the course of the 
discussions they categorically rejected the placing 
of National Committees as the only organs of 
people's power and administration and de¬ 
manded that the new Constitution make impossible 
any further nationalization, and that it limit to the 
utmost the nationalization thus far achieved. Rep¬ 
resentatives of the National Socialist and People's 
Parties sharply objected to constitutional recog¬ 
nition of the rights of the Slovak nation in the 
form of its own national organs and openly ob¬ 
jected to the legal competence of the Slovak 
nation to manage its own affairs. 

The differences sharpened to such a degree 
that discussions of the Constitutional Commission 
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came to an impasse, and it was necessary to 
bring the subject of dispute out onto the floor 
of the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks, but 
even here nothing was solved. 

The efforts of the CPCz and all supporters of 
the people's democratic system to accelerate work 
on a new Constitution for the Republic became 
completely stagnated during the year 1947. 

Proportionately with the growing elements of 
general political crisis the attitudes of individual 
parties over the formation of the draft of the new 
Constitution differed ever more sharply; and so 
much later, in the beginning of 1948, the National 
Socialist and People’s Parties presented their sep¬ 
arate drafts of the Constitution. Both drafts were the 
work of the most reactionary factions of these 
Parties and therefore it was not surprising that 
they were clearly aimed at denying the results 
achieved during the construction of the people’s 
democratic system and towards constitutional res¬ 
toration of social conditions according to the pre- 
Munich bourgeois Czechoslovakia. 

The misuse of shortcomings and scarcities in 
the country which could not be easily influenced 
and overcome, or those caused directly by the 
bourgeoisie, and the slandering of the CPCz be¬ 
came a prime element of the policy of reactionary 
forces in the parties of the National Front. 
Openly the non-Communist members of the Cze¬ 
choslovak Government and in Slovakia of the Corps 
of Commissioners and the deputies in represen¬ 
tative bodies shared responsibility for the fulfil¬ 
ment of the Construction Programme and so they 
could not sabotage it. As in previous cases they 
made a continuous effort to stir up the atmos¬ 
phere surrounding problems of supply, they took 
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the position of people who were limited within the 
National Front by Communists, or as the members 
of the Democratic Party in Slovakia liked to say, 
of being "under the dictate of Prague.” This 
inner weakening of the National Front they 
usually masked by intrusive pseudo-democratic 
and pseudo-patriotic slogans by means of which 
they tried to present a picture of Communists and 
their activities which was in complete opposition to 
the truth and the experiences of the majority of 
the population. 

The leadership of the CPCz was aware of the 
danger which such an attitude implied for the 
National Front's ability to act, but at the same 
time it also understood the other side of the prob¬ 
lem that without the strengthening of the most 
progressive traditional elements of the National 
Front of Czechs and Slovaks the policy so far fol¬ 
lowed by the CPCz, based on the principle of the 
transition of the national and democratic revol¬ 
ution into a socialist revolution, could end up in a 
difficult situation. 

It was no secret that in the complex of internal 
political and foreign political conditions at the end 
of 1946 and the beginning of 1947, the serious 
metamorphoses in the position of the National 
Front would cause inestimable damage to the 
Czechoslovak working class and that they would 
seriously endanger its revolutionary achievements. 
Therefore on various forums on the initiative of 
the CPCz the question of the correct tactics 
towards the growing anti-Communist forces, the 
question which arose from the feeling of full re¬ 
sponsibility of the Communists for the leadership 
of state affairs, came up more frequently for dis¬ 
cussion. In September 1946 Klement Gottwald 
characterized it very aptly as follows: "We are 
sitting firmly in the Government seat, but we tell 
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the people openly that if we cannot put something 
through it is only because the others are opposed 
to it. This is an honest reply, truthful and most ef¬ 
fectively argued ..He stressed the necess¬ 
ity ... "to emphasize what we want and what the 
others do not want and that things can only im¬ 
prove if there will be more of us in the Govern¬ 
ment." 

The post-election stage of the Czechoslovak 
national and democratic revolution was marked by 
the sharpening of class differences among rev¬ 
olutionary forces led by the CPCz and the forces 
of reaction which in the Czech Lands found sup¬ 
port in the National Socialist and People's Parties 
and in Slovakia in the Democratic Party. 

The essence of the class struggle was the fight 
or the realization of the tasks of the Construction 
Programme and also for bringing to a conclusion 
many tasks of the Kosice Government Programme 
which in practice were inconsistently carried out, 
such as retribution and confiscation (especially 
considering the final decision on the ownership of 
confiscated property). This struggle was felt in all 
parts of the structure of the people’s democratic 
political system. 


Among the most important tasks of the people’s 
democratic power, as pointed out in the Kosice 
Government Programme, was the purging of all 
those who in the years of fascism were guilty of 
acting against the people in any way whatsoever. 
This was an unusually urgent task and on its suc¬ 
cessful accomplishment depended in many re¬ 
spects the further development of the national 
and democratic revolution in Czechoslovakia. 

There were extensive means of ridding society 
of undesirable elements, Firstly it was necessary 
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to punish ail war criminals, traitors and collabor¬ 
ators, and the basis for this was a complex of 
legal regulations on retribution. This purge also 
included measures for clearing the state and 
public offices of such persons not subject to legal 
punishment but who during the time of the oc¬ 
cupation, behaved unreliably towards the state, 
were careerists and cowards. Of similar importance 
were also the political and legal measures by 
which the fascist political parties and organiz¬ 
ations were forbidden. Political parties which bore 
the deep guilt of working against the interests of 
the Republic were also forbidden. (The political 
agreement concerning the forbidding of the 
Agrarian Party, Tradesmen’s Party, the so-called 
Party of the National Union, Hlinka Slovak People’s 
Party (HSLS) and the Parties which merged with it 
in 1938 was concluded in December 1943 between 
the Moscow leadership of the CPCz and President 
Benes. On September 1, 1944, the Slovak 

National Council dissolved the Hlinka Slovak 
People’s Party and all other fascist parties and 
organizations in Slovakia. This was one of the 
first legal acts after the Council, as the only rep¬ 
resentative of the Slovak nation, took over all 
legislative, administrative and executive power in 
Slovakia after the outbreak of the Slovak National 
Uprising.) 

Even though the wording of some legal regu¬ 
lations, but also political documents referring to 
the problems of purging, stressed rather the 
national character according to the spirit of the 
time, the purge itself undoubtedly was substan¬ 
tially a democratic action which also had an im¬ 
portant class aspect. Klement Gottwald in his 
speech at a meeting of functionaries of the CPS 
and representatives of the CPCz in Kosice on 
April 8, 1945, drew attention to this when he 
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said: "Another instrument which we have today in 
the struggle for the leadership of the nation is the 
fight against traitors and collaborators, that is, 
typical representatives of the compromised Czech 
and Slovak bourgeoisie. This is an extraordinarily 
sharp weapon with which we can slash the roots of 
the bourgeoisie, in the name of the nation, and 
in the interest of the whole nation, state and the 
Republic... In general the law which has been 
enacted to punish the traitors and collaborators 
is a very sharp weapon with which we can cut off 
so many sprouts of the bourgeoisie that only the 
bare stump will remain. This is a question of class 
struggle against the bourgeoisie and the struggle 
led under the state and national flag and under 
the flag of the Republic.” 

The basis of legal procedure for purging public 
life in liberated Czechoslovakia is provided in the 
Presidential decree*) concerning the punishment 
of Nazi criminals, traitors and their helpers and 
another decree concerning the extraordinary 
People's Courts (the so-called Great Retribution 
Decree)**) dated June 19, 1945. The Provisional 
National Assembly on January 24, 1946, passed a 
law***) approving the changes and supplemen¬ 
tary regulations concerning the punishment of 
Nazi criminals, traitors and their helpers and con¬ 
cerning extraordinary People’s Courts, provided 
for in the Presidential decree of June 19, 1945. 
This regulation which was to be in force only for 
one year, was extended until January 8, 1947, by 


*) No. 16/1945, Coll. 

**) A Government regulation by which this decree was put 
into effect was issued on the same day under No. 18/1945, 
Coll. 

***) No. 22/1946, Coll. 


126 






the law of the National Assembly.*) The decree of 
the President of the Republic**) concerning the 
National Court dated June 19, 1945, was extended 
in December 1946. 

In Slovakia the purge was legalized by a regu¬ 
lation***) and it concerned fascist criminals, oc¬ 
cupants, traitors and collaborators. The law on the 
establishment of People's Courts was also extended 
by a regulation of the Slovak National Council. 

Besides the Retribution Decree of the Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic, another Presidential de¬ 
cree****) was passed on October 27, 1945, and 
this concerned the punishment for some offences 
against the national honour (the so-called Small 
Retribution Decree). This was applicable only in 
Bohemia and Moravia in cases of offences which 
were not punishable under the decree.*****) The 
Small Retribution Decree referred to disorderly 
conduct during the occupation which provoked 
public scandal and offended the national pride 
of the Czech and Slovak people. In 1946 this de¬ 
cree was prolonged by the law******) of the Pro¬ 
visional National Assembly. In such cases the 
competent body which decided on the punishment 
was the District National Committee. Similar offen¬ 
ces in Slovakia were punishable under the regula¬ 
tion*******) of the Slovak National Council and 


*) No. 149/1946, Coll. 

**) 17/1945, Coll. 

***) No. 33/1945, Collection of Regulations of the Slovak 

National Council 

**’*) No. 138/1945, Coll. 

***•*) No. 16/1945, Coll. 

******) No. 123/1946 dated May 16, 1946 

••*•»**) f\|o. 33/1945, Collection of Regulations of the Slovak 

National Council 
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within the competence of Local and District People's 
Courts. 

As can be seen from the frequent renewal and 
prolongation of the effective period of the original 
legal regulations concerning the purge there were 
great hindrances and troubles with implementing 
them. The work of the People’s Courts was slowed 
down and hampered by representatives of the 
bourgeois parties especially with the help of the 
Ministry of Justice and the Office of the Com¬ 
mission of Justice which were led by the National 
Socialist ministers and the commissioners who 
were members of the Democratic Party. 

Traitors and collaborators were recruited for the 
most part from the bourgeoisie and punishment of 
them was felt as punishment of that class. For that 
reason they found support and protection in the 
bourgeois parties. Therefore the work of the 
People's Courts had to continue until December 
31, 1948. The National Court finished its work on 
May 4, 1947. 

The importance attributed by bourgeois parties 
to sabotaging the process of a systematic purge 
and the political capital achieved is shown for in¬ 
stance by Minister Prokop Drtina who blamed 
among other causes the Small Retribution Decree 
for the failure of the National Socialist Party in the 
May 1946 elections. At a meeting of the Central 
Executive Committee of the National Socialist Party 
on June 6, 1946, he said: "...the Small Retri¬ 
bution Decree and the consequences which fol¬ 
lowed therefrom . .. deprived us of a few thousand 
votes. There is no doubt about this and within our 
Party it meant the loss of several tens of thousands 
of votes which could have decided in favour of our 
being the winning Party . . ." 

The inconsistent and very slow progress of the 
purge which was caused by discontent and lack of 
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good will on the part of the working people, made 
it imperative to extend the validity of the regu¬ 
lations concerning the extraordinary courts. The 
CPCz asked for more exact and severe punish¬ 
ment of traitors, collaborators and nationally un¬ 
reliable persons so that the courts could not make 
use of legal trickery in order to free or only punish 
people symbolically as happened in many cases. 

It is natural that the more than benevolent pro¬ 
ceedings of the courts during retribution cases 
were not just by chance. It was a symptom of 
much broader tactics of the political torpedoing 
of the Construction Programme by reactionary 
forces in the bourgeois parties. There are enough 
facts to substantiate this conclusion. 

For instance, the process with the members of the 
protectorate government from spring to summer 
1946 showed that not only in the communities and 
districts, but also on the level of the National 
Court the principle of punishing traitors of the 
Czech and Slovak nations was not uniformly en¬ 
forced. In the Tribunal of the Prague National 
Court in which there were representatives of all 
Czech political parties, serious controversies took 
place. The Communists had to exercise an ex¬ 
tremely great effort so that the courts, protected by 
the Ministry of Justice headed by Dr. Drtina were 
not too mild when making their decisions. The Party 
members were not always successful. 

In January 1947 Klement Gottwald talking about 
the mild punishment given to some traitors said: 
"We were witnesses of the fact that the brothers 
(National Socialists — author's note) came to the 
Presidium of the Government with the suggestion 
that we should discuss some cases which should not 
be brought before the National Court because 
such a verdict as that given to Malypetr would 
not contribute to the seriousness of the process of 
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retribution. We replied: certainly, such matters 
will not contribute to it, but if you think that we 
shall cease to take action against collaborators 
and traitors just to save your judiciary system from 
shame, then you are greatly mistaken. The Govern¬ 
ment will vote on it and it will be publicly known 
that such and such a man recommends that no 
punishment will be meted out to such and such 
man or men." 

When the National Courts began to take action 
in Slovakia the situation was still more compli¬ 
cated. It is true that the Construction Programme 
of the Gottwald Government stated that the Govern¬ 
ment would insist that during the second year 
after liberation justice would be done and that 
treason committed against the nation would be 
appropriately punished, but this pledge was not 
fulfilled by all political forces. 

The Democratic Party could not take its pledge 
seriously thanks to its pre-election commitments 
to the Slovak Catholic People’s Party and also the 
traditional class ties with the Slovak bourgeoisie. 
Its exponents did not even hesitate again to mis¬ 
use the religious feeling of the people and the in¬ 
fluence of the Catholic Church in Slovak villages to 
try to save Jozef Tiso, the most important of the 
accused persons, in a series of processes against 
the leaders of the Slovak Catholic People’s Party, 
arguing that they acted only according to the 
“will of the nation.” Sponsored by the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, a campaign was launched in which 
Tiso’s crimes were publicly acknowledged, but at 
the same time there was an appeal for humanism, 
restraint and discretion. The author of the leading 
editorial in Cas the evening before Tiso’s trial 
demanded that accounts with the past should be 
settled in "a dignified and honourable way" and 
without "pressure from the street.” 
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Confiscated property became a permanent point 
of conflict in political life but especially so in the 
first half of 1947. It appeared on the agenda of 
every important meeting of organs within the 
National Front or of representative bodies. The 
"analysis" made by experts belonging to the 
Democratic Party and which was put before the 
conference of economic experts in February 1947 
became well known. It did not contain a single 
word of objective evaluation of the contribution of 
the nationalized enterprises to the creation of 
material values, it doubted their usefulness and 
contained a recommendation to let enterprises of 
middle size remain in private hands. Confiscated 
property was supposed to be taken from under 
national administration and given to private 
people. However, they did not stop with words and 
proposals but in March 1947, the Ministry of Jus¬ 
tice headed by Drtina and also lower courts, de¬ 
cided to abolish national administration of many 
enterprises and put them into private hands. 

In this situation the centre of the movement for 
nationalization of confiscated property was trans¬ 
ferred directly into the factories which were en¬ 
dangered by return to private hands. The most 
important counter-action of the workers was the 
strike in the Eichler and Son textile factory in Varns- 
dorf. On March 5, 1947, 10,000 textile workers 
from the surrounding area joined the strike in 
sympathy. The protest movement was headed by 
Communists and trade unionists - the District 
Trade Union Council. The workers sent telegrams 
to the Ministry of Justice and the Regional 
National Committee categorically stating its de¬ 
cision to stop the transfer of the factory into the 
hands of its former owner. The unified stand 
brought results and the same evening the district 
court held a session at which it cancelled its pre- 


131 








vious decision. The Varnsdorf Textile factory re¬ 
mained under national management and later it 
became a part of a national enterprise. The Varns¬ 
dorf strike was a positive endorsement of the at¬ 
titude of the working class. 

Again the question of confiscated property 
came up for discussion by the Government. Even 
though the Government accepted basically the 
proposals worked out by the Central Council of 
Trade Unions, arguments over this property did 
not cease. The bourgeoisie did not give up their 
attempts at least in individual cases to put pro¬ 
duction enterprises into the private sector. In this 
way they tried to cancel national administration 
and to hand over enterprises to private people in 
Poprad, Ceske Budejovice, Osti nad Orlid, the 
Franck factory in Serecf and other enterprises. 
The answer was serious and well organized strikes 
and demonstrations supported by people in many 
other places of work. 

The Chairman of the Slovak Trade Union 
Council, Frantisek Zupka, at that time stated: 
",. . more than once we have said that we do not 
want to strike, but if they provoke us, we shall 
strike, and then it will be the last strike. We shall 
make use of this means if it will be necessary to 
defend our political and economic rights... in 
this way we shall save much greater values than 
those which we shall lose by striking." 

The failure of the bourgeoisie in the struggle for 
confiscated property proved that the Communist 
Party had succeeded in achieving a high degree 
of unification of the working class. Therefore the 
leadership of the bourgeois parties intensified 
their fight against this constantly strengthening 
and broadening unity. Along with right-wing Social 
Democrats it stepped up attacks against the trade 
unions. It called for the de-politicalization of the 
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unions and it denounced the attitude towards con¬ 
fiscated property as undue interference into the 
affairs of the National Front. 

The decisive attitude of the Revolutionary Trade 
Union Movement on matters of confiscated prop¬ 
erty brought up in a new way the question of ex¬ 
tending the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks 
to include a new member - the Revolutionary 
Trade Union Movement - whose influence and 
social importance urgently called for it. Several 
times this unavoidable step became the subject 
of discussions mainly in organs of the National 
Front, but it was always opposed by its non-Com- 
munist members. However, nothing was solved by 
the refusal to broaden the basis of the National 
Front because the real influence of the trade 
unions as well as of the farmers’ organizations 
and the union of anti-fascist fighters, was ever in¬ 
creasing and asserting itself regardless of the 
subjective ideas of the Czechoslovak bourgeoisie 
- indeed on the contrary, in opposition to these 
ideas. 


Part of the tactics of disrupting cooperation within 
the framework of the National Front was also hin¬ 
dering legislative activities. Klement Gottwald 
characterized this situation at the session of the 
Central Committee of the CPCz in January 1947: 
"Legislative work in the Government and in Par¬ 
liament is lagging. Any new matter which rightly 
touches on this sphere runs up against difficulties 
and the procedure of law-making is very lengthy. 
It is true martyrdom. That is still not enough ... 
when it finally reaches Parliament the whole pro¬ 
cess begins all over again. Of course, in this way 
obstacles are being cast under the feet of the 
whole economic and political life and this does 
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not contribute to consolidation.” Thus as in other 
shortcomings, Klement Gottwald appraised this 
status as a result of insufficient functioning of the 
National Front. It was a sign of a general pol¬ 
itical crisis into which the bourgeoisie purposely 
pushed the political system of the country. 


The circumstances under which these and other 
struggles were led suggested that it was becoming 
ever more difficult to achieve agreements in the 
National Front on the basis of which it would be 
possible to consistently carry out the Construction 
Programme of the Gottwald Government. It was be¬ 
coming ever more clear that a deep crisis of pol¬ 
itical parties was growing and that an open con¬ 
flict between the opposing ideological and pol¬ 
itical tendencies at work in life in Czechoslovakia 
was approaching. 

Under such an internal political situation the 
session of the Central Committee of the CPCz in 
January 1947 reached the conclusion that the 
common denominator of the social and political 
problems were weak spots in the work of the 
National Front, weak spots which it was urgent to 
get rid of. The solution which Klement Gottwald 
placed before the members consisted in gaining 
the majority in the National Front, that is, the 
majority also in all the decisive organs of the state 
power and administration. 

The slogan "For the Majority of the Nation” was 
formulated by Klement Gottwald in the following 
concrete way: "The answer to the question: what 
is necessary to be done, must be that there have 
to be more of us — Communists - there must be 
more than before so that we can have a majority. 
If we shall not have 40 per cent but an over¬ 
powering majority, the objective difficulties of 
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course will not disappear, but we shall know how to 
handle them and everything that hinders our work 
will be set aside.” At the same time, however, he 
stressed that it was not a matter of a simple mech¬ 
anical majority which would efficiently support and 
strengthen the Communist policy of an active fight 
against reaction, a policy occupying ever newer 
positions, a policy of strengthening the estab¬ 
lished position and pushing the enemy into the 
defensive. 

We can make the year 1947 the period of suc¬ 
cessful entry of the CPCz into the struggle for the 
majority of the Czech and Slovak nations and 
for their confidence and active participation in the 
mass movement for overcoming the work of reac¬ 
tionary forces against the people. 

During the class struggle the Czech and Slo¬ 
vak Communists consistently worked towards gain¬ 
ing the majority of the working people as was set 
forth by the session of the Central Committee of the 
CPCz in January 1947 (the session of the CC of 
the CPS carried out this policy under the slogan: 
"Achieving Leadership of the Nation”). The cor¬ 
rectness of this policy was confirmed by ever in¬ 
creasing support of the Communist Party and by the 
increase of its political influence. 

The political struggle which took place in the 
stage of deepening international tension, the 
break-up of the antifascist coalition of world powers 
and the forming of a community of people’s demo¬ 
cratic states, had several fighting fronts. One of the 
most important concentrated on winning the sup¬ 
port of the working masses by fighting for their 
demands and needs, especially land reform and 
the so-called Six Agricultural Laws. 


135 




11. 


AGRICULTURAL POLICY 


In the Government Construction Pro¬ 
gramme it was expressly stated: "As far as the 
land within our borders is concerned, the Govern¬ 
ment considers it imperative first of all to conclude 
the confiscation of land owned by traitors and col¬ 
laborators ... second, that it is necessary to con¬ 
duct a revision of all cases where during the first 
land reform (in 1919 - author’s note) the land 
originally confiscated was released although it 
should have remained confiscated; and third, the 
Government intends to revise the procedure con¬ 
cerning the so-called remnant estates. The Govern¬ 
ment intends to distribute some of this farm land 
to small farmers and to leave some undivided for 
the purpose of establishing research, cultivation 
and improvement stations under public admin¬ 
istration . . 

Following these guidelines of the Construction 
Programme the Communist Party of Czechoslova¬ 
kia worked out and by the end of October 1946 
published drafts of Six Agricultural Laws: 1. A law 
on the revision of the first land reform; 2. A law on 
the technological-economic arrangement of the 
land; 3. A law on forestry and game-keeping; 
4. A law on the registration of land apportioned as 
a result of confiscation and other agricultural 
property and securing compensation for ap¬ 
portioned property; 5. A law on securing the agri¬ 
cultural production plan; and 6. A law on pro¬ 
cedures concerning division of inherited farming 
estates and the prevention of the creation of 
small parcels of land. 

Most important and far-reaching was the draft of 
the law on the revision of the pre-Munich land 
reform which called for the inclusion into re- 
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visional proceedings of big farms and remnant 
estates which had been given especially to ex¬ 
ponents of the Agrarian Party rather than to the 
small farmers, which in most cases occurred by 
means of political machinations. The allotment of 
land under the proposed land reform was to be 
entrusted to Local National Committees and Dis¬ 
trict Agricultural Commissions. It specifically pro¬ 
vided that the latter must be composed of ap¬ 
plicants for the land from the ranks of farm 
labourers, small farmers and also partly of middle 
farmers. 

The drafts of the Six Agricultural Laws rep¬ 
resented a qualitatively new platform for solving 
agricultural problems and importantly limited the 
economic power of the Czech and Slovak agrarian 
bourgeoisie. Therefore its representatives strongly 
opposed the laws and made use of their position 
in the Government, the Legislature and the press 
in their fight against them. They vehemently de¬ 
fended their attitude in the Agricultural Committee 
of the National Assembly and among its 30 mem¬ 
bers only 11 were Communists. There were also 11 
representatives of the bourgeois parties who until 
1938 held high positions in the Agrarian Party. 

There was an overwhelming response from the 
people in the villages to the drafts of the Six 
Agricultural Laws. At meetings farmers passed 
resolutions approving them and farm deputations 
frequently came to the secretariates of the par¬ 
ties of the National Front and offices of func¬ 
tionaries. 

The pressure of workers for making into law the 
drafts proposed by the Communists was necessary 
because the top bourgeois functionaries of the 
parties were intricately connected with rich stratas 
of the country population, they were bound by 
new and old ties with the farmers, owners of dis- 
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tilleries, starch factories, etc. In matters touched 
on by progressive reforms they proceeded so that 
the interests of their proteges suffered as little as 
possible. This naturally was in deep contradiction 
to the official programme of the Government and 
especially to the interests of the people who 
worked on the farms. 

The success achieved during the Two-Year 
Plan enabled the Government of the National 
Front to put into effect extensive price revisions 
by the end of March 1947. It paid the farmers 
higher prices for their products — a total of some 
1.5 thousand million Czechoslovak crowns (Kcs). 
The price of wheat increased from 360 to 400 Kcs. 
At the same time prices of industrial products 
were lowered. By reducing the price of fuel, ma¬ 
chinery and farm equipment alone, the farmers 
obtained some 500 million Kcs. Reduced prices of 
footware and clothing brought a saving of ap¬ 
proximately 700 million Kcs. These Government 
changes in favour of the farmers basically re¬ 
duced the inequalities between industrial and 
farm products compared with 1938 when the prices 
of industrial products were higher by 43 per cent. 
By the end of the first quarter of 1947 after price 
adjustments this ratio decreased to 34 per cent, 
and in sugar beet regions by as much as 28 per 
cent. The price adjustment of March 1947 meant 
a substantial improvement in the living standard 
of the peasants and so the first successes of the 
Two-Year Plan persuaded people of the advan¬ 
tages of the people's democratic system. 

The broad acceptance by the masses of the Six 
Agricultural Laws enabled the CPCz to exert 
greater pressure on the bourgeoisie and to for¬ 
mulate new demands of the farmers, thus widen¬ 
ing the political basis of the worker-farmer ties. 

The CPCz appeared at the meeting of farmers 
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in Hradec Kralove on April 4, 1947, with new 
proposals for solving agricultural problems in 
Czechoslovakia. Its farming programme which en¬ 
tered history according to the place of its proc¬ 
lamation as the Hradec Programme proposed 
first of all to lower the limit for the confiscation of 
big farm land to 50 hectares and rented land 
even lower. Further proposed measures con¬ 
cerned problems connected with compulsory in¬ 
surance of farms and the institution of a unified 
agricultural tax based on area of land. In the 
interest of improving small and medium sized 
farms the CPCz proposed that farmers be offered 
advantageous credit, that machinery stations be 
established and that support be given to ma¬ 
chinery cooperatives. It also proposed that the 
activities of the Union of Czech Farmers and the 
Union of Slovak Farmers be secured by law. 

The Hradec Programme disturbed still further 
the political atmosphere in Czech and Slovak 
villages and served to mobilize the broad masses 
of peasants. In the summer and autumn months 
of 1947 the anti-capitalist unity of the farmers was 
forged in the struggle for putting through the 
programme of the CPCz - a powerful weapon of 
the people in the struggle against the efforts of 
reaction to weaken and reverse the deepening of 
socialist elements within the ongoing revolution. 

In June 1947 Klement Gottwald stated: "The vil¬ 
lage is the centre of our struggle for the majority 
of the nation. Most of the working class is behind 
us, and to win the majority of the nation means 
to win over ever more farmers especially the 
middle farmer.” 

The approval of law*) can be counted among 


*) No. 142/1947, Coll. 
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the victories of the working people of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia at this time. The law concerned the revision 
of the first land reform dated June 11, 1947, some 
of whose provisions were implemented by Govern¬ 
ment regulation.*) This law put into effect the 
demands of the Construction Programme of Gott- 
wald Government. The revision concerned all 
cases in which during the first land reform the 
confiscated land was freed even though according 
to the law it should have remained confiscated, 
and the revision also concerned procedure on so- 
called remnant estates. 

The law on revision of the first land reform was 
also prepraration for a new land reform which was 
to bring into being the principle: "The land be¬ 
longs to those who till it.’’ 

There was aggravated reaction from the bour¬ 
geoisie to the law as witnessed by the fact that 
even when the Ministry of Agriculture presented 
the draft law to the Government in September 1946 
it was not approved until June 20, 1947. During 
the Government discussions on the draft the non- 
Communist parties succeeded in making several 
changes but its substance and basic idea were re¬ 
tained. After overcoming the resistance of the bour¬ 
geoisie in February 1948 the law was amended and 
all changes put through by the reaction were 
eliminated. 

Part of the agrarian policy of the CPCz at that 
time was also the political fight for law**) on 
the organization of farmers in the Czechoslovak 
Republic, according to which in the interest of 
building up agriculture and forestry and in sup- 


*) No. 1/1948, Coll. 

**) No. 145/1947, Coll. 
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port and defence of agricultural and forestry 
interests a Union of Czech Framers and a Union of 
Slovak Farmers and a Central Council of Farmers 
of the Czechoslovak Republic were founded. These 
unions were understood to be united social organ¬ 
izations whose purpose was to associate farmers 
and other persons working in agriculture and for¬ 
estry. Their members were the owners and tenants 
of farm and forest land who worked the land 
themselves similar to specialized agricultural or¬ 
ganizations. Members of families of owners and 
tenants, teachers in agricultural and forestry 
schools and specialized workers in agriculture 
could also join. 

The mission of farm unions was to be similar to 
that of the trade unions. The class heterogeneity 
specific at that time of agriculture (from big land 
owners to small farmers), however, complicated the 
formulation of a united policy of the unions and 
in their activities more than once the interests of 
the big land owners and farmers prevailed over 
the interests of the much more numerous small 
and middle farmers. The CPCz fought for the idea 
that the unions would defend first of all the 
interests of the small and middle farmers and 
farm cooperatives. At that time it could not de¬ 
pend completely on the support of its policy by 
these unions and it oriented itself on strengthen¬ 
ing its undoubted influence in agricultural com¬ 
missions where the fulfilment of its political line in 
this sphere of the class struggle was being se¬ 
cured. 
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12. TOWARDS THE STRENGTHENING 
OF THE UNITY 
OF THE WORKING CLASS 


The bourgeoisie did not become rec¬ 
onciled to limitations of its political power by the 
people’s revolutionary movement. While there was 
a distinct weakening of the influence of reformism 
at the time of the culmination of the national 
liberation struggle and after the liberation of 
Czechoslovakia, as shown in the 1946 elections, 
reformism was still not completely overcome. 

The non-Communist parties held their influence 
over the bourgeois middle class but also to some 
extent over the working class. As to the social 
composition of the National Socialist Party, the 
workers were represented by about 20 per cent, in 
the People’s Party by some 15 per cent. The work¬ 
ing class was influenced by numerous small bour¬ 
geois elements with their petty bourgeois ideology 
of nationalism, Masarykism and Social Demo¬ 
cratism, which represented a constant danger to 
its unity. 

In Slovakia the small number of workers who 
were widely scattered and had strong ties with the 
backward peasantry were unable to maintain their 
unity which had been reached during the national 
liberation struggle. One symptom of the revival 
of opportunism in Slovakia was the renewal of the 
activities of the Social Democratic Party - the so- 
called Party of Labour — already prior to the 
spring elections in 1946 and this was done under 
the pretext that part of the socially weakest stratas 
of the Slovak population remained politically pass¬ 
ive in the two political party system. In reality it 
was a question of an effort to undermine the pol- 
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itica!, organizational and ideological unity of the 
Slovak working class movement. 

An important contribution to the enrichment of 
the experiences of the international Communist 
movement was the way that the CPCz paralyzed 
the tendencies to obstruct the achieved degree of 
unity of the working class and people by a con¬ 
sistent struggle for the immediate interests and 
final aims of the working class and other working 
people and the strengthening of their unity of 
action from the rank and file all the way up 
through the leadership. 

The historical meaning and importance of the 
achieved unity of the working class became ever 
more strongly confirmed by the attitude of the 
united Revolutionary Trade Union Movement. 
Against the efforts of the non-Communist parties 
to support the apolitical character of the trade 
unions the CPCz fought for the principle that 
apolitical unions do not exist since the defence 
of economic and social interests of the working 
people is in substance a political matter. By 
means of the trade unions and thanks to the 
efforts of the Communists in them, the working class 
exercised great influence on the political life of 
the country, that is, influence in solving vital prob¬ 
lems of the Czech and Slovak nations. 

The unity of action of the working class rep¬ 
resented a force which was crowned by distinct 
victory already during the struggle for national¬ 
ization in October 1945. The profound national¬ 
ization measures evoked shock in the ranks of 
Czech, Slovak and international reaction since they 
unambiguously and substantially weakened the 
economic and political position of the bour¬ 
geoisie; but the political power of the working 
class in the country achieved a stronger economic 
basis. 
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After fulfilling its main aim (the defeat of fas¬ 
cism) the National Front suffered from contradic¬ 
tions and disputes among its members during the 
struggle for nationalization and land reform and 
also before and after the 1946 elections. They 
were apparent not only in the relations between 
the working class and the bourgeoisie but also 
in the increased wavering of the petty bourgeoisie. 
Besides the distinctly negative attitude of the 
People’s Party in the Czech Lands and the Demo¬ 
cratic Party in Slovakia towards revolutionary 
socialism, the National Socialists especially came 
forth with a well thought out course of destruction 
and weakening of the revolutionary forces. By its 
policy of "national socialism” and forming of an 
anti-Communist front they tried to stop and gradu¬ 
ally reverse the revolutionary processes, particu¬ 
larly the tendency of the peasantry to join the 
working class. 

The success of the CPCz after the 1946 elec¬ 
tions had a certain influence on the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party whose right-wing faction used it as a 
pretext for the attack on the left-wing leadership 
of the Party led by Zdenek Fierlinger, and es¬ 
pecially on his close cooperation with the Com¬ 
munists. Developments led to the point that at the 
XXI Congress of the Social Democratic Party in 
November 1947 in Brno, and because of the 
worsening international situation, the left-wing fac¬ 
tion within the Party was pushed aside. Many of the 
Party members, especially workers, reacted to the 
change of political course by becoming members of 
the CPCz. 

Ater the Brno Congress of the Czech Social 
Democratic Party the differentiated approach of 
the CPCz to the Social Democratic Party became 
even more distinct. Developments confirmed that 
the ability of the Social Democratic Party to be ac- 
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tive when there was a large Marxist-Leninist party 
membership depended directly on its willingness 
and readiness to proceed jointly with the Commu¬ 
nists and also on the fact that in the decisive 
struggle against the bourgeoisie a basic separ¬ 
ation from reformism was inevitable. This strength¬ 
ened the attitude of the left-wing in the Social 
Democratic Party which, thanks to close cooper¬ 
ation with the Communists and the pressure of the 
rank and file of the dissatisfied organizations, 
gradually increased its influence in the Party. 

By its experience the CPCz enriched the stra¬ 
tegical and tactical orientation of the Communist 
movement on questions of differentiated ap¬ 
proach towards cooperation with the Social Demo¬ 
crats in their efforts to achieve unity of action of 
the working class. 

While the orientation of the CPCz on cooper¬ 
ation with the left-wing of the Social Democratic 
Party was bringing positive results, the Communists 
in Slovakia as a result of different conditions, had 
to choose another approach. Actually there was 
no left-wing in the Social Democratic Party (the 
Party of Labour) in Slovakia. The Communists had 
to proceed in their relations with this Party in 
the same way as the CPCz in the Czech Lands 
proceeded against the right-wing faction of the 
Social Democratic Party, that is, they had to wage 
a basic political and ideological struggle against it. 
The influence of this Party in the power struggle 
with the bourgeoisie was practically negligible. 

The unity of the Czechoslovak working class was 
an important factor which enabled the CPCz to 
fight for winning over the masses especially the 
peasants and the wavering middle stratas of the 
population. It strengthened the struggle for 
deepening the whole revolutionary process. The 
weight and importance of this unity was completely 
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evident during the fulfilment of the Construction 
Programme of the Gottwald Government and during 
the autumn crisis in 1947 in Slovakia. 

The internal political conditions in Czechoslo¬ 
vakia in the summer of 1947 were developing in 
such a way that they annulled the expectations of 
the anti-Communist forces, but indeed of all the so- 
called non-political and non-Party observers who 
in the meantime had been trying to appear 
neutral. At meetings, public speeches and dem¬ 
onstrations, but also in the pages of the central 
Communist press broad publicity was given to the 
problems of putting through the agricultural policy 
of the CPCz and securing food supplies. Added 
to the economic and social demands was the 
question of taxing the rich in connection with 
solving the results of the catastrophic drought - 
the so-called millionaires’ tax. The Presidium of 
the Slovak Trade Union Council headed by the 
revolutionary Frantisek Zupka, openly announced 
already at the end of June 1947 that it was be¬ 
ginning to prepare the working class and working 
masses in general to get ready for conflicts within 
the forces of the Slovak bourgeoisie. 
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13. THE POLITICAL 

CRISIS IN SLOVAKIA 


At the session of the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
on January 22 to 23, 1947, Klement Gottwald said 
that the vital task faced by the Party was to remove 
the barriers which "various dark interests and 
elements” had erected against the development 
of the national and democratic revolution. Achiev¬ 
ing a majority in the National Front, in important 
organs of state power and administration and in 
the whole political life would lead to the successful 
conclusion of this aim. 

The Communists in Slovakia still had plenty to face 
because of the election gains of the politically 
united bourgeoisie, and their task to establish 
conditions in Slovakia under which the Government 
Programme could be responsibly, effectively and 
completely fulfilled was extremely difficult. The 
situation after the trial of Tiso, who was con¬ 
demned on April 14th and executed soon after, 
confirmed not only the existence but in a way also 
the culmination of just the opposite tendencies: 
regardless of the efforts of the Communists, the 
trade union and the antifascist elements, the 
Democratic Party along with the new Slovak Cath¬ 
olic People's elements as well as its underground 
section, continually avoided, slowed down and sab¬ 
otaged the realization of the tasks of the Two- 
Year Plan. Their exponents artificially provoked 
supply calamities, they doubted the necessity for 
the purge of public life and they made impossible 
the realization of constructive and urgent tasks 
facing the Slovaks, and indeed, the whole Cze¬ 
choslovak society. 

The political, economic and social situation in 
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Slovakia was serious. In May 1947 it was discussed 
by the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Slovakia and in regional conferences of the 
Party. At a conference in Nitra (May 31 to June 1, 
1947) Gustav Husak, Chairman of the Corps of 
Commissioners, drew attention to the roots of the 
crisis in political life in Slovakia which he saw in 
the fact that the Democratic Party by a pre-elec¬ 
tion pact with the Slovak Catholic People’s Move¬ 
ment and its resulting policy had betrayed the 
principles on which, during the time of the Slovak 
National Uprising, the programme of postwar life 
in Slovakia within liberated Czechoslovakia was 
based. He said: "The political activity of the Slo¬ 
vak Catholic People’s Movement within the frame¬ 
work of the Democratic Party gives great support to 
all anti-state elements in their subversive work.” 
He expressed the conviction that discussions of the 
National Front of Czechs and Slovaks which were 
being intensively prepared at that time "will 
bring, as we believe, the strengthening of con¬ 
structive and state supporting forces in our 
country and will help to solve the political 
crisis . . 

At the meeting of the National Front of Czechs 
and Slovaks on June 11, 1947, the Communist 
Party had at its disposal and did not hesitate to 
present a sufficient amount of proof of the sub¬ 
versive activities of the Democratic Party. The 
Czech bourgeois politicians in the interest of 
deepening the existing contradictions in the de¬ 
velopment of the Republic kept in mind the pre¬ 
vailing class consciousness of the Czech and Slo¬ 
vak bourgeoisie and made it impossible to take 
effective action against the policy of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party. 

The National Front accepted the resolution in 
which it was decided "to continue in the policy of 
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realistic harmony and democratic cooperation of 
all elements of the National Front and with a 
common effort to fulfil the political and economic 
tasks agreed in the Government Programme (by the 
political parties - author’s note).” The political 
platform of the Democratic Party, however, was not 
criticized directly even though in the second point 
of the resolution there was a pledge by the pol¬ 
itical parties "to oppress by all lawful means and 
regardless of the consequences, the reactionary, 
political and anti-state elements which still re¬ 
mained as a woeful legacy of the separatism 
preached by the Slovak Catholic People’s Move¬ 
ment and which keep trying to undermine the 
construction of Slovakia and the whole Republic 
by spreading internal dissension and by irres¬ 
ponsible agitation within the country and abroad.” 
The Slovak Communists, progressive workers of the 
Revolutionary Trade Union Movement, the united 
organizations of farmers and youth and also all 
other anti-capitalist forces in Slovakia had no 
other alternative but to proceed further in 
strengthening the unity of the working majority of 
the nation and in cooperation with the Czech 
working class to watch every step of the represen¬ 
tatives of the bourgeoisie and oppose it in its 
hindering and blocking of the accepted state¬ 
wide policy. 

The revolutionary party of the working class had 
to proceed, and did proceed, consistently in all 
spheres of its activities. From the very first days in 
the summer of 1947, part of its work concerned the 
political procedure of Communists in Slovakia 
against disrupters, because, as Gustav Husak 
stated in Pravda on June 19, 1947, “after two years 
of experience ... we can point our finger at and 
denominate those persons and circles who are 
slowing down the consolidation of Slovakia . .. 
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people who were prematurely happy that the 
clouds hanging over the session of the National 
Front produced only one declaration and that 
those people underestimate to their own detriment 
the anger of the working class of Slovakia and the 
entire country... the order was given to purge 
political parties .. 

Gustav Husak again assured readers that the 
Slovak Communists want "sincere cooperation 
with all who are concerned for the fate of the 
state, who wish for and support the speedy devel¬ 
opment of Slovakia. However, for this cooperation 
it is necessary to have a clean desk, pure inten¬ 
tions, to fulfil the letter of the law, to support the 
state and the regime, that there be no behind the 
scenes cliques, directing from abroad, no reac¬ 
tionary and Tiso-influenced persons. We cannot 
rest alone on wishes, and for that reason we look 
upon the resolution of the National Front as the 
first step towards overcoming the political crisis ... 
The eyes of the Slovak working people are firmly 
fixed on places from which rectification must 
come. We shall take care that shameful compro¬ 
mise will not be the result. In reply to the ef¬ 
forts to continually delay the solution we respond 
by presenting the whole case for the public to 
judge . . .” 

"If there is no willingness to take speedy measur¬ 
es, let everyone on whose shoulders the fight for 
the liberation from the Germans and against the 
Tiso adherents rested state his opinion. Let the 
people say what should be done with the disrupters 
in the service of foreigners, and how to put every¬ 
thing in order.” 

"It is because we want to quickly achieve 
peaceful preconditions for construction work that 
we must speedily solve critical moments in pol¬ 
itical life.” 
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The political atmosphere in Slovakia in the 
summer of 1947 was influenced by the ever more 
frequent disclosure of reactionary consequences 
of the pre-election pact of the Democratic Party 
and the Slovak Catholic People’s Movement. An 
article by Gustav Husak characteristically en¬ 
titled “Black Opposition to the State" was pub¬ 
lished on June 28 in Nooe slooo (New Word): “We 
do not overestimate the present danger of groups 
of the Slovak Catholic People's Movement to the 
strength of the state and regime. We cannot, 
however, overlook the systematic poisoning of the 
wells in our country. For that reason we favour the 
return to Slovak national conception in the form 
created by the Slovak National Uprising and by 
the Kosice Government Programme and of ex¬ 
clusion of all compromised elements from pol¬ 
itical and public life." 

In the meantime the broad masses of the people 
were exerting greater pressure for the solution of 
accumulated problems. The Communists master¬ 
fully combined this with the work of its represen¬ 
tatives and followers in the highest state organs. 
When the representatives of the antifascist organ¬ 
izations presented their proposals for the purge 
of public life the Corps of Commissioners headed by 
Gustav Husak approved on September 19, 1947, 
the expulsion of many important top officials 
from the state apparatus. In September 1947 
when tens of thousands of people manifested all 
over Slovakia demanding the speeding up of the 
purge of public life the Commissioner of Interior 
and the security organs presented and later on 
made public, material concerning anti-state af¬ 
fairs in which the highest officials of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party were involved and also material con¬ 
cerning the anti-state conspiracy in Slovakia. 

The political crisis in Slovakia, which had been 
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deepening since the spring of 1947, reached an 
acute stage. 

On the suggestion of the Conference of Anti¬ 
fascist Organizations which was held on Septem¬ 
ber 21, 1947, the discussion of the Slovak National 
Front which took place a day later, became im¬ 
portant not only because of the passing of the 
measures for the consistent solution of accumu¬ 
lated problems, but because for the first time rep¬ 
resentatives of the antifascist organizations and 
the Slovak Revolutionary Trade Unions also took 
part in it. This demonstrated the great increase in 
the authority of the antifascist fighters and the 
trade unions in Slovakia's political life, and also 
the force and attractiveness of such a concept of 
the National Front as was disployed at the time of 
the immediate political and moral influence of the 
Slovak National Uprising and which on a nation¬ 
wide scale was realized after the victory of the 
working people in February 1948. 

Representatives of the Democratic Party — in 
opposition to the conclusions of the discussions of 
the National Front on September 22, 1947 - con¬ 
tested the right of antifascist fighters and the 
Trade Union Movement (in which the Communists 
had the decisive word) to participate in the work of 
the National Front. Through their representatives 
they also sabotaged the work of the Corps of Com¬ 
missioners. 

In this situation the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Slovakia ap¬ 
proved measures ridding political life of the re¬ 
actionary elements compromised by cooperation 
with the Slovak Catholic People's Movement, and 
thus logically weakened the position of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party especially in the Corps of Commissioners 
where it held a majority which, however, did not 
correspond to the real ratio of forces. To put 
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through the Party leadership’s aim the Presidium 
of the Slovak Trade Union Council and also other 
revolutionary forces in Slovakia managed to mo¬ 
bilize mass movements of workers, peasants, anti¬ 
fascist fighters and other working people. In a 
fierce political struggle supported by the working 
class in the Czech Lands, by the CPCz and by Kle- 
ment Gottwald himself, the aim was achieved. 

On October 30, 1947, in Bratislava there was a 
Congress of Factory and Employees' Councils. 
More than three hundred thousand workers and 
employees and almost a quarter of a million 
trade union members were represented by 1,836 
delegates. The Congress discussed economic and 
social problems in Slovakia, the tasks connected 
with the fulfilment of the Two-Year Plan, but also 
particularly the political situation. A resolute de¬ 
mand was made for a purge of public life. 

In his address Gustav Husak reacted to signs 
of just dissatisfaction with the conditions in Slova¬ 
kia and the intrigues of reaction against the 
people. He said: "People's democracy cannot be 
understood in this way. That would not be the road 
to socialism but back to capitalist exploitation ... 
The working people have the right to speak out 
on every political question and so it is necessary 
to unconditionally respect their views." As a rep¬ 
resentative of a political party which not only re¬ 
spected this principle but always unambiguously 
stressed it as the basis of its activity, he was right 
in saying that the resolution which the Congress 
would pass had to be respected by everyone in 
Slovakia, "according to the principles of a 
people's democracy, and I am one who will re¬ 
spect it.” 

When the Congress reached the conclusion that 
the Corps of Commissioners “is not capable of 
solving people's problems because one part of it 
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openly blocks measures against the big black 
marketers, corruptors, conspirators and makes it 
impossible for the progressive part of the Corps to 
carry out its activities", and that the working 
people, "have lost confidence in the Corps of Com¬ 
missioners and therefore ask for it to be replaced 
by a new Corps of Commissioners in which there 
would be no protectors of the conspirators.. 
Gustav Husak, as he later said in a radio ad¬ 
dress, considered the resolution to be an order. In 
a democratic state he could not "imagine any 
organ regardless of how high, which would ad¬ 
minister public affairs against the will of the broad 
masses of the people." 

Immediately on the day after the Congress there 
was a meeting of the Slovak National Front par¬ 
ticipated in by representatives of the Slovak Trade 
Union Council, the trade unions and the Com¬ 
missioner of Interior. Without representatives of 
the Democratic Party who, of course, did not ap¬ 
pear at the meeting, they discussed and approved 
a demand raised by the Congress of Factory and 
Employees' Councils in the interests of "renewing 
the confidence of the people in the Slovak 
national organs and strengthening the unity be¬ 
tween the Slovak governing and executive organs 
and all components of the nation." They also 
accepted the resignation of the revolutionary 
members of the Corps of Commissioners and the 
decision that Gustav Husak in accordance with the 
needs of fulfilling the tasks of the Kosice Govern¬ 
ment Programme and the Construction Programme 
of the Gottwald Government would hold discussions 
concerning the forming of a new Corps of Com¬ 
missioners. 

The Democratic Party supported by its class al¬ 
lies especially in the Czech National Socialist 
Party and the People's Party, rejected the decision 
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of the Slovak National Front and neither did they 
agree with the engagement of antifascist fighters 
and trade union members in the activities of the 
National Front. Class ignorance and adherence to 
ideas about the irreplaceable advantages of the 
pluralistic system as a coalition of political parties 
(which were supposed to exclude from political 
decisions working masses and their organizations) 
made it impossible for the members of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party to understand that the National Front 
without such nation-wide organizations of working 
people and fighters against fascism and for free¬ 
dom, as were the trade unions and antifascist 
organizations (not to mention the organizations of 
farmers and youth) was not capable of success¬ 
fully fulfilling its mission. 

However, when it was shown that these conditions 
and especially political pressure which so distinctly 
came from “below” (rank and file workers) could 
not be ignored in the activities of the National 
Front, the representatives of the Democratic Party 
did not participate in the next session of the Slo¬ 
vak National Front even though it was attended by 
the Union of Slovak Farmers. 

The Democratic Party began to use new tactics. It 
agreed with the need for reorganization of the 
Corps of Commissioners. The Chairman of the Party, 
Dr. Jozef Lettrich, pronounced the pre-election 
agreement with the Slovak Catholic People's Move¬ 
ment in spring 1946 void, and agreed finally with 
expressing thanks to the Commissioner of Interior 
and security organs for disclosing the anti-state 
conspiracy in Slovakia. On the question of par¬ 
ticipation of mass organizations in the activities of 
the National Front and on the question of who 
should set up the new Corps of Commissioners (the 
Democratic Party demanded that it be done by 
their representative) the positions sharply clashed 
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and the solving of the crisis was withdrawn from the 
framework of the National Front. 

On the initiative of the CPCz the knotty prob¬ 
lems were supposed to be solved by the National 
Front of Czechs and Slovaks. The representatives 
of the Democratic Party, the Czech National 
Socialist Party and even the representatives of the 
Slovak Party of Freedom and the People’s Party, 
however, refused to discuss them on such a forum 
because even here the situation in Slovakia was 
supposed to be discussed jointly with the rep¬ 
resentatives of the trade union movement and the 
unions of farmers and the antifascist fighters' 
organizations. 

The Communist Party — as always in serious 
moments before and later on - turned to the 
people. All over Slovakia a great wave of demon¬ 
strations and public speeches organized by the 
Communist Party of Slovakia, the Revolutionary 
Trade Union Movement and other mass organiz¬ 
ations took place. In support of the demands for¬ 
mulated by the Communists and approved by the 
Congress of Factory and Employees’ Councils in 
Bratislava tens of thousands of workers spoke out 
and on November 14 even the All-Slovak Conference 
of Farmers expressed support. It was seriously con¬ 
sidered that in this fight a general strike, a power¬ 
ful weapon of the working class, would be used. 

Solving the political crisis in Slovakia was, ac¬ 
cording to the wish of the working people, a subject 
for discussion by the Presidium of the Central 
Committee of the CPS and the Government of the 
Republic, the trade unions organization, the 
Czech National Front and finally also the National 
Front of Czechs and Slovaks. Commissioned by the 
Government and in the name of the leadership of 
the CPCz, Klement Gottwald discussed this matter 
with the Presidium of the CC of the CPS and with 
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functionaries of other Slovak political parties and 
mass organizations. 

After 22 days of bitter political struggle a new 
Corps of Commissioners was appointed on Novem¬ 
ber 18, 1947. The policy of the Democratic Party 
suffered a great moral defeat which was shown also 
in the weakening of the position of the Party in 
the new highest Slovak government and execu¬ 
tive organ. In place of the former nine seats this 
Party received only six. Gustav Husak remained the 
Chairman of the Corps of Commissioners and so it 
was to the credit of the struggle led by the Com¬ 
munists and the right tactics that the unfavourable 
constellation of political forces in this organ which 
was the result of the election victory of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party in 1946, was definitely liquidated. No 
political party, however, received a majority in the 
new Corps of Commissioners. 

The solution of the autumn political crisis in 
Slovakia in 1947 was an important milestone in 
the fight for the transition of the Czechoslovak 
national and democratic revolution into a socialist 
revolution. The struggle for a definite defeat of 
the bourgeoisie, however, had not yet ended in 
Slovakia. "Perhaps we could have gone further in 
Slovakia," wrote Gustav Husak in June 1948, “but 
the conditions on a nation-wide scale were not yet 
ripe... in autumn 1947 reactionary forces were 
defeated in Slovakia. They lost their basis among 
the broad masses and therefore they put all their 
hopes into the plans and cleverness of the Czech 
reaction." 

Events in autumn 1947 in Slovakia, however, 
became a great source of learning for revolution¬ 
ary forces. In their own way they were the first great 
trial before the decisive political power confron¬ 
tation on the nation-wide scale in February 1948. 
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14 . 


FACING 

A GREAT CONFRONTATION 


During 1947 American imperialism 
pursued a course showing an ever greater in¬ 
clination towards the policy “from a position of 
strength." This was aimed at the Soviet Union, 
the people's democratic countries and other pro¬ 
gressive forces in the world. After the declaration 
of the Truman Doctrine in March 1947 and the 
Marshall Plan in June 1947, this sharp anti-Soviet 
and anti-Communist course was a sign of the 
American hegemonic efforts to politically and 
economically subjugate individual countries. The 
open interference of American imperialism into 
the internal affairs of European countries was 
manifested in the expulsion of Communists from 
government positions in France and Italy. 

The policy of "suppressing Communism” be¬ 
came the basis of the foreign policy course of the 
USA and its allies. Theoretically and ideologically 
it was substantiated by the "threat" of the Com¬ 
munist, especially the Soviet danger and therefore 
there was a need to protect the West and democ¬ 
racy. In reality, however, this policy followed the 
revision of postwar conditions in central and 
southeastern Europe and the restoration of capi¬ 
talism in the people's democratic countries. The 
makers of this policy tried to dictate to the whole 
of mankind, 

The USA and its allies forced a cold war upon 
the world. The antifascist coalition of the great 
powers fell apart. 

The sharp change in international political devel¬ 
opment was reflected also in the internal political 
life of Czechoslovakia - in the first place in dis¬ 
criminatory measures of Western capitalist 
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states against Czechoslovakia, which became even 
stronger after the Czechoslovak Government re¬ 
fused to accept economic credit through the 
Marshall Plan. 

At the turn of 1947 and 1948 the economic 
situation in Czechoslovakia worsened. Although 
the first year of the Two-Year Plan was practically 
fulfilled and total industrial production had ap¬ 
proximately reached the prewar level, serious 
problems occurred in construction and consumer 
goods industries and in agriculture. As a result of 
a catastrophic drought and bad harvests there 
was a danger of serious food shortages. It was 
impossible to stop the inflationary trend and the 
ever increasing unfavourable balance of foreign 
trade. 

The above facts characterized the whole political 
atmosphere and this was very distinctly shown in 
the activities of the National Front in which an 
anti-Communist block had already been formed 
at the turn of 1947-1948. It consisted of members 
of the National Socialist Party, the People's Party 
and the Democratic Party. In secret discussions 
they reached an agreement concerning further 
tactics to be used. The block was headed by the 
National Socialist Party. Reactionary forces were 
convinced that they would succeed in isolating 
the Communists, that they would defeat them in the 
coming elections and thus stop the process of the 
transition into the socialist revolution; but first of 
all they would enable the return to the idea of a 
partially reformed bourgeois democracy of the 
pre-Munich type. 

Already at the end of 1947 the tactical orien¬ 
tation on which the bourgeois parties gradually 
became united was ever more apparent. The lead¬ 
ership of the CPCz was aware of it and expected 
the reactionary forces to take some steps by which 
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they would try to get back everything they had lost 
during the struggle over the postwar character of 
Czechoslovakia. 

At the November session of the Central Committee 
of the CPCz in 1947 Klement Gottwald recalled the 
need to count on the increased pressure of foreign 
reaction to conditions in Czechoslovakia and also 
the deepening and strengthening of contacts be¬ 
tween the leadership of the bourgeois parties and 
foreign capitalist reaction. 

In connection with the analysis of the inter¬ 
national and internal political situation Klement 
Gottwald specified in greater detail how to guide 
the Party in the further development of the country 
towards socialism. At the same time he explained 
some new elements of Party tactics. This was con¬ 
firmed also by parts of his speech in which he 
stated: “Even if they say in public that nobody here 
thinks about reversing the nationalized economy, 
we know that reaction is trying to achieve this, that 
it wants the return to pre-Munich conditions... 
reaction which spreads out on all sides will try 
even harder to paralyze the activities of the Govern¬ 
ment, Parliament and other people’s organs so 
that when they think the time is ripe they will im¬ 
mobilize the Government and Parliament...” 

"At the right moment they would like to bring 
about a Government crisis and try to create a care¬ 
taker Government, Politically such a step would need 
to be considered as an attempt to make a reac¬ 
tionary putsch, as an overthrow of the state by re¬ 
actionary forces. It would be necessary to give a 
proper and crushing reply to any such attempt.” 
He stressed that reaction which is driven into a 
corner, "is capable of doing hazardous things and 
especially if it acts on orders from the outside. 
Therefore we must be on guard.” 

In the spirit of the resolution of the meeting of 
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the Central Committee of the CPCz in November 
1947 the Communists centred their efforts on those 
spheres of life in the country where the sabotage 
of construction was most evident and where the 
reaction succeeded in causing economic and 
political damage - in securing food and supplies, 
in working with farmers in the interests of getting 
them to fulfil their promises of delivery and in the 
struggle against the black market. Special at¬ 
tention was devoted at that time to non-national- 
ized commerce (retail and wholesale) whose net¬ 
work had become the sphere for black marketing, 
speculation and interfering with the regular supply 
of the population especially of consumer goods. 
After severe measures against speculators in the 
textile trade the Communist members of the Govern¬ 
ment on December 22, 1947, proposed doing away 
with private wholesale of textiles and to distribute 
them from one centre and 94 regional state dis¬ 
tribution centres. The proposal by which the private 
wholesale distribution of textiles was discontinued 
was opposed by the reactionary ministers, but 
they could not stop it from being approved. In 
January 1948 the CPCz proposed that all domestic 
and foreign wholesale trade be nationalized. 

The CPCz was preparing new proposals for con¬ 
cluding nationalization in further economic 
branches and in this they were closely cooperating 
with the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement 
(ROH). <*J 

Reaction had to capitulate when faced with the 
resolute opposition of the workers to the repeated 
efforts to return nationalized enterprises (for in¬ 
stance, the Orion Chocolate factory in Prague) 
through various machination into private hands. 

The Communist Party held the firm initiative also in 
the fight for land reform and gave its full support 
to the farmers' plans to hold an all-state congress 
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of farmers which was supposed to speed up the 
approval of the Hradec Programme. 

The Communist Party of Czechoslovakia at that 
time was considering the formation of a new left- 
wing socialist block within the National Front. It 
was also aware that the struggle for winning the 
majority of Czech and Slovak votes in the coming 
elections would have greater success. The possi¬ 
bility of spreading the political influence of the 
CPS in the Slovak National Front and among the 
working people was also a subject of discussion at 
the meeting of the Central Committee of the CPS on 
December 4, 1947. 

In this connection the opinion was still being ex¬ 
pressed that the events on the eve of the Victori¬ 
ous February were a sign of the culmination of the 
crisis of the nation-wide policy of the National 
Front. Was it correct and did it correspond to 
historical facts? Certainly not, because the 
National Front policy had not reached a crisis but 
it had been interpreted wrongly by the bourgeois 
parties through parliamentarianism and the co¬ 
alition of parties. Thus the bourgeois faction 
made a permanent effort to use ministerial ma¬ 
noeuvres during discussions on the concept of the 
National Front and its actual formation. They op¬ 
posed the participation of the broad masses in 
the process of making decisions on public affairs, 
that is against the basic principles of the National 
Front formulated at the height of the national 
liberation struggle. 

The political activity of the CPCz at the turn of 
1947-1948 aimed at the further weakening of the 
economic position of the bourgeoisie, seriously 
disturbed the functionaries of the National Social¬ 
ist, People's and Democratic Parties who tried to 
sharpen the conflicts in the Government and the 
National Front. However, they deceived themselves 
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in their judgment of critical situations when they 
hoped, under the conditions of widening differ¬ 
ences between East and West and with the direct 
or indirect help of President E. Benes, to not only 
control the Communists, but also the possible op¬ 
position of the masses. 

On the initiative of the ministers of reactionary 
parties nuclei of disputes and tension were 
formed around a few specific questions. Besides 
permanent disputes over the preparation of the 
new Constitution it was especially the struggle in 
the Government over the agricultural laws and also 
the demagogic proposal of the National Socialists 
to raise by 25 per cent the wages of state and pub¬ 
lic employees. 

This pay rise for the populous social strata had 
been the subject of discussion in the Government 
since the beginning of October 1947. The Com¬ 
munists and ROH drew attention in time to the 
fact that the proposal would unavoidably lead to 
inflation and they suggested that the pay rise be 
postponed until a more suitable time. However, they 
recommended helping the public and state em¬ 
ployees by giving them an emergency grant and 
to base the final adjustment of their wages on 
the substantial reduction in their numbers. 

On February 10, 1948, this problem again ap¬ 
peared on the agenda of the Government meeting 
where it was to be decided which proposal would 
be realized - whether the demagogic proposal of 
the National Socialists, or the realistic plan of the 
Central Council of the Trade Unions. After con¬ 
sidering the probable result of their plan when it 
was put to a vote at which time besides the disap¬ 
proval of ministers the negative attitude of at least 
part of the Social Democrats could be expected, 
the National Socialists withdrew their proposal. The 
Social Democratic Minister of Food, Vaclav Majer, 
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put forth the suggestion for a monthly rise of 
800 Kcs for public employees which the other 
members of his Party could not vote against even 
though it was just a modification of the original 
National Socialist proposal. Majer's plan did not 
take into consideration the situation in the country 
and the possibility that this would provoke pay in¬ 
crease demands, but the Government accepted it 
over the protest of Communist members. 

Antonin Zapotocky, the representative of ROH, 
rejected this decision of the Government as wrong¬ 
ful and inflationary and he announced that the 
Trade Union Council would place the whole matter 
before the nation-wide Congress of Factory Councils 
to be held on February 22, 1948. 

At an extraordinary session of the Government 
on February 12, 1948, Klement Gottwald put forth a 
set of draft of laws on national insurance, a sub¬ 
ject which the Government was to discuss the next 
day. 

The original plan for Government discussions 
on February 13 was set aside because of the 
lengthy speech by Minister P. Drtina who, after 
the preceding criticism by the Minister of Interior 
headed by the Communist V. Nosek (in the National 
Assembly on January 21 and also in the Govern¬ 
ment on January 27), attacked the state security 
and the Minister of Interior, accusing him of en¬ 
forcing the policy of the CPCz in his sphere, of 
stirring false ideas about the existence of anti- 
state conspiracy and magnifying its danger in an 
effort to discredit the bourgeois parties and lately, 
especially the National Socialists. The main attack 
was aimed at the personnel policy of the Minister 
of Interior. Minister Drtina demanded that "sweep¬ 
ing measures be taken to do away with the con¬ 
ditions of the just dissatisfaction of the National 
Socialist Party with the entire policy followed by the 
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Minister of Interior and especially his personnel 
policy within the security forces.” 

Mr. P. Drtina protested especially against the 
fact that the Provincial Commander in Chief of the 
National Security Corps recalled eight members of 
the Corps in Prague from their functions. 

Over the firm opposition of the Communists 
(Minister Nosek was not present because of illness) 
the majority of the Government decided to interfere 
into the competence of the Minister of Interior 
and over the votes of the Communists to pass a 
resolution demanding that the recall of the eight 
members be annulled and all personnel changes 
in the leadership of the Security Corps be tem¬ 
porarily suspended. 

A frontal attack by the leadership of the 
National Socialists was begun against the prin¬ 
ciples of the people’s democratic revolution. It took 
the course of expected attempts at a putsch 
which were predicted by Klement Gottwald at the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the CPCz in 
November 1947. The atmosphere in the Government 
bore all the signs of an approaching crisis. 

The events which followed after the Government 
session on February 13, 1948, took a sharp turn 
and can be followed on two levels. One was the 
speeches of the Communists in public and in the 
Government expressing the wish of the working 
people and their resolution to protect the rev¬ 
olutionary advantages. The Communists began to 
take measures in strategic places to repulse the 
bourgeoisie attack. The second level was the 
secret agreements reached among the bourgeoisie 
supplementing and strengthening the artificial al¬ 
liance of anti-Communist forces. 

The district conferences of the CPCz in about 
one-fifth of the districts in the Czech regions, as 
well as similar conferences of the Communist Party 
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in Slovakia on February 14 and 15, 1948, dis¬ 
played a feeling of revolutionary optimism. The 
results achieved in the class struggles proved 
categorically that the working class and a large 
part of other working people understood the 
necessity for standing united on the positions 
thus far achieved. At the regional conference of 
the CPS in Kosice on February 15, this fact was 
highly valued by Gustav Husak who also noted 
that the Czech and Slovak reactionary forces 
were opposed to the work of the Communists. Their 
effort was aimed at doing away with the people’s 
democratic regime and the alliance of Czechoslo¬ 
vakia with the Soviet Union which secures "a peace¬ 
ful life and contented work to the Czechoslovak 
state.” 

"When we said that we want the working people 
to govern this was not a mere phrase, we really 
meant it,” said Gustav Husak. He justly con¬ 
sidered this as a main source of confidence which 
the Communist Party enjoyed and also the cause 
of the working people defecting from reactionary 
parties. “We shall not stop half way. We do not 
exclude the possibility of a crisis within the next 
few days, weeks or months, and therefore we must 
speed up all preparations . .. We are convinced 
that our selfless work for the people will be crowned 
with success." 
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THE DECISIVE CONFLICT 


The majority of the working class, the 
peasants and the most progressive elements 
among the working intelligentsia stood unani¬ 
mously behind the demands formulated and 
fought for by the Communists. The revolutionary 
trade unions and the agricultural commissions 
had been particularly active. 

Representatives of the National Socialist Party who 
led the counter-revolutionary alliance of reaction¬ 
ary forces were aware of this as they met on Febru¬ 
ary 16, 1948, at the villa of Minister P. Drtina. 
They came to the conclusion that they could no 
longer hesitate, but that the “latent crisis" must 
be changed into an "open crisis.” Representing 
the National Socialist Party H. Ripka recommended 
that in the interest of this aim it was necessary to 
assure that all non-Communist members of the 
Government would hand in their resignations prior 
to the forthcoming Congress of Factory Councils. 
He was convinced that general elections would 
quickly follow the forced Government crisis and 
that the Communists would lose. The next morning 
the National Socialist and People’s Parties reached 
an agreement on this question. It was also agreed 
to provoke an acute Government crisis if the Com¬ 
munists in the Government would refuse to carry 
out the resolution on security. They counted on 
the help of President E. Benes as much as on the 
fictitious idea of the weakness of the Communists. 
In the event of failure they presumed that Presi¬ 
dent Benes would form a caretaker government. 

Reaction’s attack began soon after the opening 
of the meeting of the Government on February 17, 
at 11 o'clock in the morning. Following the inter¬ 
vention of P. Zenkl concerning the Government 
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resolution of February 13, Klement Gottwald stated 
that this resolution was unconstitutional inter¬ 
ference by the Government in the competence of 
a minister. If such practice should become reg¬ 
ular, stressed K. Gottwald, "it could concretely lead 
to the situation whereby a resolution the Govern¬ 
ment could systematically deprive the nine Com¬ 
munist ministers of their authority." 

The anti-Communist block launched their attack. 

The Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
CPCz met on the evening of February 17 to con¬ 
sider the seriousness of the situation. They came 
to the conclusion that the time had come for all 
progressive people to learn of the misdealing of 
reaction and to know their plans. As a result of 
these discussions they issued a statement on the 
situation which said, among other things: "...the 
intentional course of the representatives of some 
Government parties is connected with the idea of 
still prior to the elections to install in an un¬ 
democratic and unconstitutional way a non-par- 
liamentary caretaker Government which should try 
to grasp the power from the hands of the ruling 
people and in the service of reaction and in the 
atmosphere of political and economic disorgan¬ 
ization preprare anti-democratic elections ...” 

After the meeting of the Presidium of the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the CPCz a special meeting of 
Party functionaries took place in the People’s 
House in Vysocany. 

On the same day discussions by the Presidium of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Slovakia were held in Bratislava and a statement 
was issued which was appropriately called: The 
entry of the people will thwart the plans of reac¬ 
tion, and the Presidium decided to call a big 
meeting of Bratislava Communists on February 18. 

The Communist Party readily mobilized its forces. 
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The functioning of the Government was paralyzed, 
thanks to the reactionary ministers. Klement Gott- 
wald informed the President of this and it was de¬ 
cided that the Government would meet in session 
again on February 20. 

Immediately after these events twelve ministers 
of the National Socialist, People’s and Democratic 
Parties met. On the suggestion of Minister 
P. Zenkl, "they came to the conclusion that the 
situation is untenable," as eye witness J. Smutny 
wrote after he emigrated. For that reason, "they 
decided to hand in their resignations and thus 
cause a Government crisis ... a crisis which had to 
be brought about on the basis of the matter of 
security forces, and to avoid the Communists them¬ 
selves developing a crisis on the basis of dif¬ 
ferences over new social demands which could 
have been approved by votes at their revolutionary 
congresses. This led to the decision to hand in 
the resignations before the Congress of the Factory 
Councils called for February 22." 

The next day President Benes met with P. Zenkl 
and H. Ripka and urged them to be firm and 
unyielding. Hubert Ripka later wrote that President 
Benes definitely maintained: “The Communists 
will give in only at the price of a Government 
crisis. Follow this linel” The Presidium of the 
National Socialist Party, the inner Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the People's Party and the leadership 
of the Democratic Party were even more assured in 
their aims by this advice, and began to say more 
loudly that a deeper crisis was developing specifi¬ 
cally because of the Communists, thanks to not 
fulfilling the February 13 Government resolution. 

On February 20, 1948, the reaction decided to 
begin their direct offensive. They based their 
judgment of the situation on reliance on the sup¬ 
port of all possible domestic and foreign political 
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elements. However, they did not count with the de¬ 
cisive factor - the will and resolute attitude of 
the working people of Czechoslovakia. Persuaded 
that the ground was sufficiently prepared for a 
power overthrow, they caused the open Govern¬ 
ment crisis. 

During the afternoon of February 20, twelve 
ministers of the three bourgeois parties handed 
in their written resignations. The National Socialist 
first, then the Democrats and finally members of 
the People's Party came to the President with 
their decision to resign from the Government. 

The attempt at political and ideological inter¬ 
vention in Czechoslovak affairs reached its cul¬ 
mination. In the Lessons Learned from the Crisis 
of Development in the Party and Society after the 
XIII Congress of the CPCz it is stated: "The at¬ 
tempt of the bourgeoisie to bring about an open 
counter-revolutionary putsch in February 1948 was 
a part of a broadly based plan of international 
imperialism to revise the results of the Second 
World War and form an anti-Communist and anti- 
Soviet front." 

From the moment of the outbreak of the Govern¬ 
ment crisis the CPCz launched a counter-attack 
consisting mainly in increased pressure on reac¬ 
tionary forces by means of mass actions of workers 
and peasants. By intensifying these activities the 
process of uniting the people around the CPCz 
was to be stepped up thus weakening reaction and 
foiling their future actions. This tactical orien¬ 
tation which made it possible to solve the power 
and political clash in a non-violent way, led to the 
unity of the working class and other stratas of work¬ 
ing people and to the isolation and final defeat 
of reaction. 
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On the afternoon of February 20 Klement Gott- 
wald in the presence of Minister Vaclav Nosek in¬ 
formed the President of the Republic of his de¬ 
cision to solve the Government crisis on the basis 
of further cooperation with the parties of the 
National Front. However, he refused to take part 
in discussions with those representatives of bour¬ 
geois parties who had resigned and refused to 
carry out the Government Programme. He re¬ 
quested the President to accept their resig¬ 
nations. 

Edvard Benes did not want to accept the resig¬ 
nations and suggested that the Government work in 
its present form until elections which were to take 
place in May 1948, even though he was well in¬ 
formed that constructive cooperation between re¬ 
actionary ministers and Communists was out of the 
question. 

In reality, however, another question was in¬ 
volved. The President was actually in favour of the 
resignations. "You could not have made any 
other decision,” he said to Minister F. Hala who 
came to the Castle after the departure of Kle¬ 
ment Gottwald and V. Nosek. "Your resignation 
I shall, of course, not accept. The Communists 
must capitulate. This time they have over cal¬ 
culated. Now the elections must be held earlier. 
You can rely on me.” 

After Klement Gottwald left the President the 
Presidium of the Central Committee of the CPCz 
met again. In the evening hours they approved 
measures to mobilize workers and other working 
people to support the Communist plan for solution 
of the crisis. The Presidium ordered V. Nosek, 
Minister of Interior, to proclaim a general alert of 
the National Security Corps all over the country 
and to secure the protection of public buildings in 
Prague. The Presidiums of the Central Committees 
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of the CPS and CPCz issued a joint proclamation 
to the people of Czechoslovakia. 

It stated: "The Presidiums of the CPCz and CPS 
in these serious times call on working people of 
towns and villages - workers, peasants, tradesmen 
and the intelligentsia - all good Czechs and Slo¬ 
vaks - to unite within the National Front which will 
secure support for the Government of Klement Gott- 
wald and secure the realization of all demands in 
the interests of the Republic, to protect the great 
work of the national revolution and secure further 
orderly development and the preservation of our 
fraternal alliance with the Soviet Union and other 
Slav states." 

Couriers went out to all regional organizations 
of the Party with instructions stating that the Gott- 
wald Government was holding its position and had 
decided to continue in its function. The instructions 
also contained the information concerning Klement 
Gottwald's suggestion to the President to accept 
the resignations and that he had already begun to 
discuss replacement with other representatives of 
the parties of the National Front. The urgency was 
stressed for the need to support this position of the 
Prime Minister by workers in factories and other 
working people, democratic representatives of non- 
Communist parties and the representatives of 
nation-wide organizations. 

Today, after the publication of various memoirs 
of the former leading figures in Prague bourgeois 
politics living abroad after 1948, it is not difficult 
to reconstruct Benes’s attitude after the resig¬ 
nations had been handed in. It is certain that the 
President who in agreement with other prominent 
members of the Czech and Slovak bourgeoisie 
expected a fast turn of events against the Com¬ 
munists and did nothing to contribute to settling 
the critical moments in the Government. 
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The position and attitude of the Social Democratic 
Party was extremely important for the constructive 
solution of the political crisis. According to the 
behaviour of its representatives it was clear that 
if the right-wing of the leadership would obtain a 
majority the Social Democratic ministers would also 
resign and the conspirators would win invaluable 
support. But, on the other hand, if realism advo¬ 
cated by the left-wing led by Zdenek Fierlinger 
were to dominate, the impact of the resignations 
would be dulled. Around this question on the 
evening of February 20 a great struggle took place 
at a session of the leadership of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party. Some of its leaders, mainly B. Laus- 
man, did not want to take a definite position on 
either side of the barricade. Zdenek Fierlinger and 
other left-wing members of the Presidium of the 
Social Democratic Party prevented V. Majer from 
turning in his resignation and thus devaluing the 
work by which the Party rehabilitated itself at least 
partially in the eyes of the working people at the 
time of the Party's cooperation with the CPCz. This 
was a great success for the left-wing. 

The working class and the working people of 
Czechoslovakia understood the resignation of the 
reactionary ministers as a provocation and at the 
same time a revelation of the real aims of the 
National Socialist, People's and Democratic Par¬ 
ties, and they demanded that these parties should 
take the consequences. Substantiating their pos¬ 
ition were hundreds of resolutions and telegrams 
sent from hurriedly called meetings and assemblies, 
and the opinion of delegations sent from factories 
all over the country to Prague and Bratislava to 
explain the opinion of the working people. Un¬ 
animously they asked for the acceptance of the 
resignations of the ministers of the National 
Socialist, People's and Democratic Parties and de- 
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manded the forbiddance of their future participation 
in the Government. 

This was also called for in the powerful anti¬ 
reaction manifestation of the Czechoslovak work¬ 
ing people on Saturday, February 21, in the Old 
Town Square in Prague. At this meeting Klement 
Gottwald explained the reasons for the crisis and 
demanded, “that the ministers who had resigned be 
replaced by new people who had remained faith¬ 
ful to the original spirit of the National Front... 
In such a way the reinforced Government of the 
National Front, relying on the confidence of pro¬ 
gressive and democratic forces in all political 
parties and nation-wide organizations, would take 
over the task of carrying out the Government’s 
Construction Programme especially concerning the 
making of a new Constitution, the law on national 
insurance, new land reforms and tax relief for 
farmers and tradesmen and securing a free and 
democratic election to be held at a time set by 
law.” 

Klement Gottwald concluded his speech with this 
urgent appeal: “I call on all of you to be vigilant 
and ready... set up Action Committees of the 
National Front in all villages, districts and regions, 
made up of democratic and progressive rep¬ 
resentatives of all parties and national organiz¬ 
ations. Liquidate at birth any provocation by re¬ 
actionary agents. Be united and determined - 
and your truth will prevail!" 

Progressive representatives of political parties, 
delegates of the trade unions, peasants and the 
cultural front came forward in support of the view 
expressed by Klement Gottwald. Their statements 
rang with determination and left no one in doubt 
which political forces the working people of Czecho¬ 
slovakia supported. The participants in the mani¬ 
festation gave their complete approval to the 
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proposals of the CPCz for solving the Government 
crisis. 

The appeal to create Action Committees in the 
National Front reached all parts of the country by 
means of radio and immediately brought the first 
fruit. The democratic forces united on all levels in 
non-Communist parties and mass organizations, 
and executive organs of the National Front cleared 
of exponents of reaction began to be formed. 

Events in Slovakia also took a very fast turn. Gus¬ 
tav Husak sent on February 21 to members of the 
Corps of Commissioners representing the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, a letter stating that the resignation 
of their representatives from the Government "will 
have its logical consequences in Slovakia, too. 
The representatives of the Democratic Party in the 
Corps of Commissioners cannot in such a situation 
carry out the programme of the Corps and the 
Government. . . Therefore the resignation of mem¬ 
bers of the Government representing the Demo¬ 
cratic Party can be looked upon as resignation of 
representatives of the Democratic Party in the 
Corps of Commissioners." 

On the evening of February 21 in the Great Hall 
of the Bratislava Reduta a manifestation of the 
working people was held. After the speech of 
V. Siroky, Gustav Husak, Chairman of the Corps of 
Commissioners, gave a long speech in which he 
stated that he had relieved the representatives of 
the Democratic Party of their places in the Corps 
so as to prevent the speculation of Slovak reaction 
that they would "govern Slovakia in opposition to the 
Government of Klement Gottwald." In closing he 
stressed that "a crisis would not be solved every 
month just because the leadership of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party does not want to understand that 
here we have a democratic and people’s repub¬ 
lic." In the name of the CPS he said: “We are 
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fulfilling the most noble bequest of our national 
history when we want to assure for our nation the 
peaceful construction of a happy Slovakia within 
the Czechoslovak Republic.” Those attending the 
Reduta meeting sent telegrams to President Be- 
nes and Klement Gottwald expressing full con¬ 
fidence and support of the people of Bratislava 
for the proposals of the CPCz for the solution of 
the Government crisis, 


The Congress of Factory Councils properly called 
“The Workers’ Parliament” was opened on Sun¬ 
day morning, February 22. 

Eight thousand delegates who met in the Prague 
Industrial Palace were not of the same opinion 
nor did they belong to the same party. It was thus 
a greater success for the policy of the CPCz and 
a confirmation of its leading position among the 
broad masses of the working people when this 
forum backed by an overwhelming majority the 
proposals in the speech of Klement Gottwald and 
the report of the Chairman of the Central Council of 
Trade Unions, Antonin Zapotocky. 

Delegates at the Congress called for the further 
nationalization of all industrial enterprises which 
employed more than 50 people, the national¬ 
ization of wholesale and foreign trade, the pass¬ 
ing of a new Constitution, the approval of the law on 
national insurance and adjustment of wages of 
state and public employees as proposed by the 
Central Trade Unions Council. The Congress 
backed the proposals of the CPCz for solving the 
Government crisis and it decided to hold a one- 
hour general strike on Tuesday, February 24, in 
support of the Congress’s demands. 

The carrying of this message by 8,000 delegates 
of the Congress into all corners of the Republic 
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directly among the workers had decisive import¬ 
ance for the mobilization of the working people to 
be ready to stand against reaction. The rev¬ 
olutionary atmosphere of the Congress permeated 
all actions organized during the following days by 
the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement. 

The stormy events could not help but influence 
also the discussions at the next important meeting 
which took place on Saturday and Sunday in Pra¬ 
gue. The National Theatre was filled with delegates 
of the Union of Friends of the Soviet Union and the 
Society for Cultural and Economic Relations with 
the Soviet Union. Because under the new con¬ 
ditions after liberation and extensive all-round 
development of friendly ties between the people of 
Czechoslovakia and the first proletarian state in 
the world, both organizations decided to fulfil the 
important tasks, of those days and the future 
together as a single and united nation-wide mass 
organization under the title the Union of Czecho¬ 
slovak-Soviet Friendship. 

Klement Gottwald used the tribune of the Congres 
discussions for giving prominence to the political 
importance and range of friendship and alliance 
of Czechoslovakia with the Soviet Union. Evaluating 
the reactionary aims of Czech and Slovak bour¬ 
geoisie in connection with the continuing govern¬ 
ment crisis he brought attention to the fact that 
reactionary forces were not only concerned with 
reversing the internal political development of the 
country, but that they were concurrently planning 
an attack on the joint relations of the Czech and 
Slovak people with the Soviet Union, an attack on 
our entire postwar foreign policy orientation. 

The Union of Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship 
unanimously supported the Communist Party’s 
plan for the solution of the deep social and pol¬ 
itical crisis and also practical measures which the 


177 






Czech and Slovak Communists were carrying out 
in an effort to rid political life of reoction. 

Many important political events took place on 
a cold Sunday February 22, 1948, in Prague, Bra¬ 
tislava and practically the whole country. The un¬ 
swerving attitude of the working class, the broad 
mass of farmers and other working people which 
was manifested by thousands of resolutions in 
support of the line followed by the Communist 
Party ever more expressively endorsed the fact that 
the ratio of political forces was increasingly un¬ 
favourable for reaction and the exponents of 
Czech and Slovak bourgeoisie. This important fact 
was also taken into consideration by the Pres¬ 
idium of the Central Committee of the CPCz which 
met on the evening of February 22 with Klement 
Gottwald. 

During Sunday, however, the leadership of the 
Communist Party received disturbing information 
concerning the hazardous efforts of prominent 
members of the National Socialist Party who tried to 
stir into action armed groups of their function¬ 
aries and followers with the clear aim to demon¬ 
strate and if necessary with the use of force, and 
thus influence political events. The Presidium of the 
Central Committee of the CPCz viewed this as a 
new, important moment which could unfavourably 
influence the solution of the political crisis ex¬ 
clusively by political means and could seriously 
complicate the whole situation especially in the 
capital of the Republic, the decisive centre of the 
political power struggle in Czechoslovakia. It took 
steps to assure all-round protection of all the im¬ 
portant buildings, factories and means of trans¬ 
portation by those who worked there — the workers 
themselves. 

The Presidiums of the Central Committees of the 
Communist Parties of Czechoslovakia and Slovakia, 
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after considering the information about the prep¬ 
aration of the bourgeois parties to take counter¬ 
revolutionary actions, decided to organize the 
workers' militia as a mass and armed force of the 
working class. 

Already on Sunday night the first supply of 
weapons for the workers' militia in Prague was sent 
from the Brno Zbrojovka Ammunition Works. The 
leadership of the CPS secured weapons for the 
militia in Bratislava. Thus with the Communist 
Party's ability and readiness to fight, an import¬ 
ant part of the defence system of Czechoslovakia 
came into being. The People's Militia as armed 
units of the revolutionary political vanguard of the 
Czech and Slovak working class, fulfilled a his¬ 
torical mission during the February events of 1948. 
The People's Mjlitia remained faithful to their 
founding principles during their future activities 
connected with the building of our socialist so¬ 
ciety. 

The active participation of the working class of 
Czechoslovakia in the Prague Congress of Factory 
Councils, initiative which from the beginning of the 
Government crisis was in the honds of the Czech 
and Slovak Communists, the unambigous attitude 
of the working class in the events that were hap¬ 
pening, fortified by the founding of the armed 
units, the marked shift of political thinking in 
Czechoslovakia to the left as well as the prompt 
creation of the Action Committees in political par¬ 
ties of the National Front - all signalized important 
changes and the definite defeat of the reaction¬ 
ary forces. 

These facts naturally could not have remained 
without influence on the representatives of the 
non-Communist political parties. Deputations of 
workers, former members of the armed antifascist 
struggle, especially partisans, but also farmers and 
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representatives of the progressive intelligentsia 
came to the secretariates of these parties - in 
agreement with the thinking of the majority of the 
working class - presenting resolutions supporting 
the solution of the crisis worked out by the Com¬ 
munists. This was a further important sign con¬ 
firming that the reactionary leadership of the bour¬ 
geois political parties of the National Front had 
become completely isolated and were on the 
periphery of Czech and Slovak political life. 

The foresighted and sensitive attitude of the 
Communist Party and Action Committees, in which 
the Communists had an overwhelming majority, 
enabled the realistic functionaries and members 
of the compromised parties to abandon the haz¬ 
ardous and anti-popular platform of their leaders 
and gradually form an effective opposition platform. 
Elements began to form of a new understanding 
of constructive cooperation of political parties and 
mass organizations of the National Front re¬ 
sponding to the needs of the development of the 
Czech and Slovak society, 

Events in Prague and Bratislava as well as in¬ 
formation from districts and regions confirmed the 
breakdown of the political intentions of the Czech 
and Slovak reaction. Its last chance was President 
Edvard Benes. The leaders of these parties were 
convinced that he like "Western democracies" 
would not permit the establishment of a "Com¬ 
munist dictatorship" in Czechoslovakia. 

But President Benes began to waver. On Febru¬ 
ary 22 he requested the political secretary in his 
office, J. Jina, to - as J. Smutny later wrote - 
realistically explain the whole situation to rep¬ 
resentatives of the National Socialist Party and to 
say that "they could no longer insist on certain 
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persons, that they must expect that the resig¬ 
nations would be accepted” and that "the Presi¬ 
dent must have their replies as to whether they 
count on it." 

Former ministers from the National Socialist and 
People’s parties were shocked. They urgently 
demanded that the President make no decisions 
before consulting them personally. 

Publicly, however, the President continued to 
reject the resignations of the reactionary min¬ 
isters. Even when Klement Gottwald visited him on 
the morning of February 23, he did not want to 
hear about the resignations demanded by the 
Communists. He continued to hope that regardless 
of the outstanding successes already achieved by 
the CPCz in the struggle against reaction, the 
Communists would not succeed in getting a ma¬ 
jority of the responsible members of other parties 
which would make possible the solution of the crisis 
by the reconstruction of the Government without 
violating constitutional methods, parliamentary 
customs and the basic principles of cooperation 
within the framework of the National Front. However, 
when Klement Gottwald informed the President that 
the Communist Party would not change its decision 
and would further insist on the acceptance of the 
resignations of the ministers and that he re¬ 
quested the President to confirm the Government 
which would be presented to him, President Benes 
realized the seriousness of the situation. To his 
brother, Vaclav Benes, he actually confessed that 
even for him there was no other solution than to 
abdicate. At meetings with representatives of the 
National Socialist, People’s, and finally with the 
Social Democratic Parties in the afternoon and 
evening hours of February 23, and with represen¬ 
tatives of the Democratic Party on February 24, 
however, he did nothing at all to contribute to 
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pacifying the stormy atmosphere of public life in 
Czechoslovakia. On the contrary, he left the rep¬ 
resentatives of the bourgeois parties with fictitious 
ideas that the way they were acting was sensible, 
that they could hope for final success and that he 
would not give in to pressure by the Communist 
Party. 

The session of the representatives of political 
parties, mass organizations and important figures 
in political life which took place on the evening 
of February 23, in Prague’s Municipal House, 
however, definitely confirmed that the realistic 
outlook for solving the Government crisis could 
only lie in putting through the Communist Party's 
proposal. 

Delegates representing all progressive forces 
met in Sladkovsky Hall in the Municipal House in 
Prague, thus confirming that the Communist Party 
and Klement Gottwald personally, were not trying 
to build their Government Reconstruction Plan on 
sand but on a precise understanding of the pol¬ 
itical situation in the whole country as well as within 
the political parties themselves, and therefore that 
their decision to complete the Government with 
honest people and preserve the existing structure 
of the National Front of Czechs and Slovaks was 
realistic. 

The session listened carefully to Gottwald's speech 
in which he explained the substance of his plan 
for the reconstruction of the Government by faith¬ 
ful representatives of political parties. Concerning 
the President's attitude he expressed the hope 
that he would not prolong his refusal to accept 
such a solution. In conclusion he called atten¬ 
tion to the fact that counter-revolutionary behav¬ 
iour of the reaction could not stop the develop¬ 
ment of the revolution but on the contrary only 
speed it up. "In this sense, dear friends,” he 
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said, “this crisis also has its good side it enables 
us to remove the obstacles from our path and 
proceed more bravely, faster and more emphatically 
on a democratic way in peace and freedom, but on 
the way forward towards socialism.” 

The Prime Minister's speech brought over¬ 
whelming approval. Afterwards individual members 
of political and public life took the platform to ex¬ 
press their opinion concerning the situation. The 
Social Democrat Zdenek Fierlinger spoke of his 
decision to enter the Government. General Ludvik 
Svoboda assured all present of the loyalty of the 
army and its decision to defend the unity against 
all enemies. Speeches by representatives of op¬ 
position forces within the National Socialist Party 
were characteristic because in their condemnation 
of the reactionary policy of the leadership of their 
Party were hidden the beginnings of the Party's 
regeneration. 

The discussions resulted in the election of the 
Provisional Central Action Committee of the 
National Front and the declaration revealing the 
effort of all present to revive the National Front. In 
the declaration of the Central Action Committee of 
the National Front support was given to the almost 
three-year struggle of progressive forces in the 
country to expand the National Front by including 
mass organizations, associating the working people 
on the basis of their professional and hobby or¬ 
ganizations or participation in the struggle for 
freedom. "Besides the political parties and groups, 
the National Front associates in harmonious coop¬ 
eration large nation-wide organizations, cultural 
and Church functionaries and all other honest 
people without regard to party affiliation. We want 
the National Front in the future to be a stronger 
organization so that it can carry out and secure 
the fulfilment of its programme. 
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That is how the eventful Monday ended and the 
whole country looked forward to the next day on 
which the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement pro¬ 
claimed a one-hour general strike in protest 
against reactionary steps of the bourgeoisie and in 
support of the solution of the Government crisis ac¬ 
cording to the plan of the CPCz. 

At twelve o’clock noon the strike began with 
meetings in factories and other places of work. The 
strikers listened to speeches broadcast on radio by 
the General Secretary of the Central Council of 
Trade Unions, E. Erban, in Bohemia, and by the 
Chairman of the Slovak Trade Union Council, 
F. Zupka, in Slovakia. Both men spoke against 
the return of reaction to the Government and de¬ 
manded that it be completed by persons loyal to 
the people and the Republic. At various mani¬ 
festations during the strike speeches were given 
by participants at the Congress of Factory Councils 
in Prague, representatives of the CPCz and other 
components of the National Front. They explained 
the meaning and mission of this action and em¬ 
phasized that it was a matter of demonstrating the 
will and strength of the working people. 

At noon on February 24, all equipment ceased 
operation in factories in Prague, Ostrava, Bratisla¬ 
va, Ruzomberok and other parts of the country. All 
transportation stopped for five minutes. Teaching 
stopped in the schools and employees in the 
highest offices also went on strike. Along with his 
staff, Jan Masaryk, Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
son of the first President of Czechoslovakia, also 
went on strike. 

During February 24 other Action Committees were 
formed. On this day they were also formed in the 
highest organs of the National Socialist and 
People’s Parties. The progressive members of the 
leadership such as Josef Plojhar, Alois Petr, Ema- 
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nuel Slechta, Alois Neuman and others took over 
the leadership of the Party and established order in 
the Party press (which could no longer reflect the 
spirit of the old policy of Zenkl, Sramek or Hala, 
thanks to the opposition of the type setters, and 
this also happened the day before in Bratislava’s 
daily newspaper of the Democratic Party, Cas). 

The decisive turn in the Social Democratic Party 
took place late at night. The manoeuvering and 
hesitation of the right-wing of the leadership found 
no response. The leadership of the Party, the 
central secretaire and the Pravo lidu newspaper 
building were taken over by left-wing members and 
B. Lausmann. They also assumed co-responsibility 
for the future of the Republic in the new Gottwald 
Government: "On the basis of sincere socialist 
cooperation we approve the plan of the new 
Government and the creation of a new National 
Front capable of operating on a broader scale,” 
declared the new leadership of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party a day later in Pravo lidu. 

Reaction lost even the support which was sup¬ 
posed to be given by President Edvard Benes. 

While still holding to his decision not to accept 
the resignations of the ministers, President Benes 
informed his followers that he was not even con¬ 
sidering leaving the presidency. The Central Com¬ 
mittee of the CPCz, however, informed him in writ¬ 
ing that it had already "approved the proposal of 
Prime Minister Klement Gottwald for completing 
the Government with outstanding representatives of 
all parties and large nation-wide organizations.” 
It assured him that “this Government will appear, in 
full agreement with the principles of parliamentary 
democracy, in the Constitutional National Assembly 
where it will present its programme and ask for its 
approval . . 

On Wednesday, February 25, at 11 o’clock in 
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the morning Klement Gottwald again visited the 
President along with the Chairman of the Central 
Council of Trade Unions, Antonin Zapotocky, 
and Minister of Interior, Vaclav Nosek, and pre¬ 
sented the President with the proposal for the new 
Government. Edvard Benes was unable to take a 
clear stand immediately, but he promised that he 
would soon - even on that same day. 

Immediately after noon he requested Klement 
Gottwald to come to the Castle at four o'clock in 
the afternoon. 





16. THE VICTORY 

OF THE WORKING PEOPLE 


The dramatic events of the February 
Days in 1948 reached the stage of final solution. 
Political tension was at its peak. The working 
people of the capital city centred their attention on 
Prague Castle where Klement Gottwald had gone 
to hear the President’s final decision. With radio 
coverage the general tension and anticipation 
spread throughout the whole country. 

Over one hundred thousand workers assembled 
on Wenceslas Square to wait for Klement Gottwald. 
In the meantime a number of people spoke from an 
improvised tribune on a truck. 

The mass meeting burst into an enthusiastic 
ovation when Klement Gottwald, coming from the 
Castle and from the meeting setting up the Central 
Action Committee of the National Front in the 
Trade Union Building, announced that the Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic had accepted the resignations 
of the untrustworthy ministers and had agreed to 
the composition of the new Government of the re¬ 
vived National Front. Of its 24 members, 11 were 
Communists (8 from the CPCz and 3 from the CPS), 
3 Social Democrats, 2 representatives of the 
Trade Union Movement, 2 National Socialists, 2 
from the People’s Democratic Party, one each from 
the Democratic Party and the Party of Freedom and 
2 without ony party affiliation. 

The Chairman of the CPCz could announce 
with deep pride and emotion that it was "the unity 
of our people, the unity of the working class, the 
unity of the workers, farmers, tradesmen, intelli¬ 
gentsia who gave our nation enough strength to 
nip in the bud and annul within a few days the in¬ 
trigues and conspiracy of reaction.” 
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The capita! and all the working people in Cze¬ 
choslovakia experienced joyous excitement over 
the historical victory masterminded by the Com¬ 
munist Party and in which an important part was 
played by Klement Gottwald. 

On February 25, 1948, the day the Government 
crisis was solved, a founding session of the Central 
Action Committee of the National Front took place 
in Prague and Antonin Zapotocky became its 
Chairman. 

On the evening of the same day progressive 
people met in the Slovak National Front at the 
founding session of its Action Committee. Partici¬ 
pating were the representatives of the CPS, Social 
Democratic Party, the Slovak Trade Union Coun¬ 
cil, the Union of Slovak Farmers, resistance unions 
and members of the opposition in the Democratic 
Party. 

On February 27, a new Corps of Commissioners 
was formed with Gustav Husak at its head. Besides 
the chairmanship the Slovak Communists won the 
leadership of seven other departments, the op¬ 
position in the Democratic Party obtained two pos¬ 
itions, and the Social Democratic Party, the Party of 
Freedom, the resistance unions and trade unions 
each received one place. A purge of reactionaries 
in the Slovak National Front and other Slovak 
national organs was then carried out. 

On February 27, a new Gottwald Government was 
presented to the President of the Republic and 
took the oath prescribed in the Constitution. "Today 
it is clearer than the sun,” said Klement Gottwald, 
"that the attempt to break up the Government and 
the National Front was a wanton and adventurous 
act aimed at the very foundation of the state.” 

Joy in the victory of the working people over reac¬ 
tion could be seen in all spheres of life in the 
country. 
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"The danger which threatened our homeland 
was averted,” stated the Proclamation of the 
Central Committee of the CPCz to all members 
and officials of the Party dated February 28, 1948. 
"The smooth and democratic development was 
preserved, the people's democratic order was 
secured and the further road to socialism has 
been opened. The fulfilment of the rest of the 
Government Programme will be made possible, 
especially the enactment of a law on national in¬ 
surance, a new land reform, tax relief for farmers 
and tradesmen, adjustment of wages of state 
employees as well as the fulfilling of the just de¬ 
mands for further nationalization which was called 
for by the Congress of Factory Councils ... It will be 
possible to secure democratic and free elec¬ 
tions . ..” 

The message to the Slovak nation approved by 
the Presidium of the Central Committee of the 
CPS on March 1, 1948, reflected a similar spirit. 

On February 27, a public meeting of represen¬ 
tatives of progressive intelligentsia took place in 
Prague's Lucerna Hall. In a letter sent to the 
meeting by Klement Gottwald, the main mission of 
the intellectuals - to serve the working people — 
was stressed: “...honest service to the people 
and the nation - that is the sole and supreme 
creative freedom of the intelligentsia, that is also 
the manner of the intelligentsia's utmost self- 
realization." 

While the Congress of Factory Councils had fea¬ 
tured conspicuously in the political events in Cze¬ 
choslovakia during the decisive February days, the 
nation-wide Congress of Agricultural Commissions 
did not meet until after the most stormy events were 
over. The main reason for calling the Congress was 
to voice a protest against the attitude of the re¬ 
actionary deputies in Parliament who refused to 
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discuss new land reforms and the legitimate de¬ 
mands of the farm labourers in general. 

The February Victory of the working people, how¬ 
ever, did away with the obstacles to the realization 
of the agricultural policy of the CPCz. Even though 
it was not possible to foresee the results of all 
consequences of the defeat of reaction, in this 
case it was clear. The Congress of Farmers there¬ 
fore became a manifestation for cooperation with 
the Czechoslovak working class, for a systematic 
purge of the National Front and for approval of 
the policy of the new Government of Klement Gott- 
wald. This was proved at the working session of the 
Congress on Saturday, February 28, 1948, as well as 
at the huge manifestation of delegates of the Farm 
Commissions from the whole country on February 
29 on Wenseslas Square in Prague. 

Already at the establishment of the Central 
Action Committee of the National Front in the 
Municipal House on February 23, 1948, and after¬ 
wards in discussions held by Antonin Zapotocky, 
Vaclav Nosek and Klement Gottwald with President 
Benes, the question arose as to the attitude the 
National Assembly would take concerning the 
solution of the Government crisis. At that time 
K. Gottwald stated that it was not necessary to 
worry about the attitude of Parliament because if 
the new Government would present its new pro¬ 
gramme and pledge to meet all parts of it before 
elections were to be held, it would win the approval 
of the deputies. 

This conviction was justified. On March 10, 1948, 
at the opening session of the Constitutional National 
Assembly, Klement Gottwald presented his new 
Government Programme declaring that the Govern¬ 
ment whose work was shared by representatives of 
all political parties and the Revolutionary Trade 
Union Movement was a Government of the revived 
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National Front and he stated: "It is the executive 
organ of the union of workers, farmers, tradesmen 
and intelligentsia. Thus we return to the original 
idea of the National Front as it was formed during 
the resistance in Slovakia and also the Prague 
Uprising and in the days of the glorious liber¬ 
ation.” 

Klement Gottwald put before Parliament a pro¬ 
gramme which in substance was to be a continu¬ 
ation of the already achieved results in the fulfil¬ 
ment of the Construction Programme and was to 
finish the tasks which hitherto could not have been 
realized because of the resistence of reaction. As 
a part of working out and approving the new Con¬ 
stitution, new social legislation should be prepared 
(a law on national insurance and pensions), a law 
on the revision of the first land reform should be 
amended, etc. However, the Programme of the 
National Front Government also should consider 
the demands presented at the Congresses of Fac¬ 
tory Councils and Farm Commissions - mainly 
further nationalization measures. 

It was shown that the confidence in the healthy 
forces in the Czechoslovak Parliament were justi¬ 
fied. The Government Programme was approved by 
230 deputies and only 11 left the Assembly Hall 
before a vote was taken. 


The ideals for which the Slovak and Czech 
nations fought in the Slovak National Uprising and 
in the May Days in 1945 could gradually be realized 
thanks to the leading role of the working class and 
the CPCz in the postwar social and political life 
— thanks to their ability to masterfully join the 
struggle for democracy with the struggle for social¬ 
ist revolution. In the name of these ideals all 
class struggles were fought with the bourgeoisie 
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which participated in political power but fought 
against the logical development of the revolution 
and gradually abandoned and finally completely 
betrayed the programme’s aims with which it had 
to agree in the culminating stage of the Czech 
and Slovak antifascist struggle and immediately 
after liberation. During the fight for national 
democracy and while intensifying the process of 
the revolution towards socialist aims the revol¬ 
utionary legacy of the anti-fascist and national 
liberation struggle of the people of Czechoslova¬ 
kia was fully realized. 

In the political atmosphere of the first years 
after liberation and while deepening and develop¬ 
ing the decisive attributes of the revolution it was 
inevitable that the attempts of the Czech and Slo¬ 
vak reaction to reverse the development of social 
conditions met with failure. 

Thanks to the policy of the Communist Party the 
objective and subjective preconditions of the de¬ 
velopment of the Czechoslovak national and 
democratic revolution were fully exploited and 
their aims could be achieved within a reasonably 
short time. In the difficult class struggles charac¬ 
teristic of the social and political development in 
Czechoslovakia after 1945, the Communist Party 
won over the masses of the working people to 
socialist ideals. In the struggle against the bour¬ 
geoisie at home supported by the international 
imperialist forces, the position of people’s power 
and a new - people's democratic - statehood 
was strengthened. 

V. I. Lenin wrote after the victory of the bour¬ 
geois democratic Russian Revolution: "Workers, 
you have performed wonders of proletarian her¬ 
oism in the civil war against Czarism, you must now 
perform wonders in organizing the proletariat and 
all people in order to prepare for victory in the 
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second stage of the revolution ... If the proletariat 
makes use of special conditions of the present 
interim situation, the establishment of a demo¬ 
cratic republic can and will be achieved . .. and 
later also socialism which is the only thing that 
will give war-tortured nations peace, bread and 
freedom.” 

The CPCz, which was the leading force of the 
Czechoslovak national and democratic revolution, 
was also in the lead in the struggle for its gradual 
deepening and transition into a socialist revolution. 
In this decisive stage of the struggle it master¬ 
fully combined the overall valid experience of Le¬ 
nin’s party from the year 1917 and the Marxist- 
Leninist theory with its own strategic and tactical 
approach under conditions in Czechoslovakia. 
This was the decisive device which enabled the 
unification and offensive course of action of pro¬ 
gressive social forces against reaction, and the 
victory of the working class and the working people. 

In the glorious February days of 1948 the work¬ 
ing class and under its leadership other stratas of 
working people also defeated the last attempt of 
bourgeois reaction to restore the old historically 
out of date social system. The definite defeat of 
the Czech and Slovak bourgeoisie opened the 
way to solving the tasks of the socialist construc¬ 
tion of Czechoslovakia. 
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